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O, momentary grace of mortal mai^. 

Which we more hunt for than the grace of God I 

Who builds hU hope in air of your fair looks, 

Uves like a drunken sailor on a mast, 

Beady-with every ood to tumble down 

Into the fatal bowels of the deep. 
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INTRODUCTORY CffAPTERj 

TO tHE THIRD TOLUKE, 



With exulting hearts 
They spread thetr spurious treasures to the Sun^ 
In number boundless as the blooms of springy, 
Behold their glaring idols, empty shades^ 
Sy £incy gHded o*er, and then set up 
Por adoration* 

Akensisk. 

THE philosophists of the present 
'age having transferred the law of li- 
berty of chc^ice from things in which 
opinion may innocently decide, to 
what is in its own nature fixed and 
definite, some well-disposed persons 
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have apprehended, not only that 
Christianity would be superseded by 
some new and happier discovery, but, 
that the exploded superstition of 
heathenism would be revived. Though 
no one can he Qiore sensible of the 
danger which is to be apprehended 
from the universal adoption of the 
maxim, that every human being is free 
to select his religion without hazard 
of present inconvenience or future re- 
sponsibiUtj, I confers I have too much 
dependence oo the iwventiae t»l«ite of 
my cotemporaries to fear a reiuaugur- 
ation of the deities of tlie Old Pan- 
theon. Even if force or flrttery should 
xenew the Olympic games, and era in 
Ionia, I ftm persuaded that the tmita« 
tive arts would never do more thv^ 
support the fiiscitt«i5g pereoMge* 
my thol<>gy as goAa the ij^ginattcoi, 
aiui atymbolical representatives of their 
l)ec*jtiar attJrifeiifeMi, whei^ 1 cQUceive 
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tisey ntBy kwfully .Femain witltout any 
fa^vd coFrupting our Hiarals ar be* 
nirildering; oo^r faiths at least so long as 
we retain aufficient judgment to dis- 
tingnitsh . aek«awledg«d fietion ftom 
confirmed faets, ainusements from 
eonomands. 

But I am not going to surrender 
old womaft^s {privilege of foresee^ 
ktg evils. I also predict the intro^ 
chiction of an idolatry more universal 
than that of the court of Jqve or the 
brutish gods of the Nile^ in their best 
days of jxopularity. While selWovo 
4uid iranity have ^uch numerous yo« 
taries^ we mtd not fear worslMpping 
Wizards and serpents^ unless we €ou« 
^der them as en^blems of deceit, nor 
-rf bowing down to i^ny calf except a 
golden one. . My fear is, that in a few 
^ years, the world will have as many 
gods and goddesses as it has inhabit- 
ants; and that we shall discover our- 
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^Ives to be feiarfully and Wonderfully 
made, not mth a view to give glo- 
ry to OUT creator, but with such ad- 
miration of our ovrn energies and -ta- 
lents, that forgetting our sister the 
woi-m and our fellow servants the an- 
gelic host, we shall soon vault from 
the rank of creatures into that of self- 
existing beings; thus, confounding 
mechanical skill with creative facul- 
ties, ^and reason with omniscience, we 
€hall suppose, because we know and 
ean perform much, that nothing is be- 
yond our ability to execute. 
. I own that this persuasion, applied 
to moral purposes, and elevated by the 
conviction of supernatural assistance, 
was found amazingly .stimulative by 
an extraordinary race of beings, who, 
{it is reported) were contented to en- 
dure not only poverty, pain and dis- 
grace, but even death itself, rather 
than consent to do what they called a 



sinful actipir. This obsolete pUmr 
i& so very dissimilar to unpleasant^ 
iinwhalesonoe> unfashionable, stupid, 
liredonie^, or any other epithet by 
which we express insurmountable re*- 
pugnance^ that I know not how to 
define it, and can only say, that let 
sin n\ean what it might, it was a bug- 
bear which has happily disappeared 
with the other goblins and phantoms 
*hat have been dispelled by the aston- 
ishing refulgence of genius that 'has 
lately i)urst upon the world. Now> 
though the singular enthusiasts who 
pretended ^such anxiety to* avoid thtg 
scare-crow, really did perform siiper>- 
human actions, and appeared not Drily 
blameless, undefiled„' and actively be*- 
nevolent, but were able to invert the 
ordipr of nature, and dil^nsed temporal 
blessings as well as wise instructions 
to their auditors; tlltfiy never insinu- 
ated that they were deities. On the 
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€otitHrj^ trbiie they healed di&cMtt 
with a toucli) and suspeoded the ac* 
tiv€ properties of the ekme&ts^ tliejr 
always Bp0ke of themselves as fraiU 
weak and mortal iheii^ dignified only 
by being servants of that GW from 
whom they professed to receive al2 
their naturjU and extreatdinary eiA* 
dovoaents. 

In tli6 pteseiit a^ we ate so liberal 
as to pity these persecuted faniitics ; 
md as there seems no good ground fot; 
accusing them of being ambitiot^s of* 
avaricious hypocrites^ we candidly 
auppbse, that they were prevented 
from con verting their endowments in- % 
to instruments of Self-aggrbndieeniefit 
by aperpIexiAg sophist, named reKgk>n, 
who was Co&tinbally telUng them that 
all their virtues and excefleih^ie^ all 
thelrpropettiesof mind and body^ were 
entrusted talents^ of which they wene 
nierely the accountablb ste\lvards ; and 



that instead of being ennobled and even 
deified by being appointed to an ex- 
traordinary trust, this larger share of 
faculties imposed upon them a more 
fearful responsibility. Thus they 
trembled lest they should incur the 
punishment of misapplication, instead 
of glorying that they were wiser and 
better than other people. 

Before these singular beings called 
upon the world to acknowledge the 
strength of meekness, the dignity of 
humility, and the abundance of po- 
verty, another self-denying race of 
men flourished^ whose existence, like 
the mammoth's, we are compelled to 
admit by discovering their visible re- 
mains. These people certainly were 
not destitute of a sense of their own 
importance, and in this they resem- 
bled the demi-gods of the present age; 
but then their self-regard was of a 
most quiescent: nature, and might ra« 



tber be called admiration than lov^.: 
For they seemed to desire neither 
riches, honour^ nor pleasures, which; 
are very substantial food, but fixed 
their inclinations upOn-a gossamer sort 
of substance called reputation,, which 
we now know is quite worthless, since 
tlie ablest chemists have not found it 
convertible into houses, lands, goods, 
titles, or even into routes, galas, or 
great dinners, though these Utter ar- ; 
tides, by proper dilation, anay be 
spun out into this same gpssamec^ - 
My dear fashionable reader, I really \ 
am seriowB when I tell ypu, that the: 
axKcients I am speaking of fought, 
toiled, Hicditated, and suffered, not 
for their own private e^nolument, btife 
for the good of their country. Now, 
as the persuasion that myriads are of- 
more importance than an individual, 
and that it is more desjj-able to make 
a nation prosperous: than ourselves 
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great, is incompatible with an inoiHli* 
nate degree of self love, the idolatry, 
which I foresee could nat then have 
been the reigning religion, or at leasts 
such men as Phocion^ Aristides, Ca* 
millus, Cincinnatus, &c. must have 
been notorious heretics, which was 
not in those times the direct road to 
celebrity. Nor would coteniporary 
historians have cast, such a lustre on 
their heterodox conduct as still services 
to reflect a temporary brightness on 
young statesmen and popular dechim^ 
ers, who often persuade their admi- 
ersy that the souls of these worthies 
have transmigrated into their persons. 
The age which truly appreciates the 
value of learning, cannot be profound- 
ly ignorant, and we must admit that 
it requires some general habht of dis- 
interestedness to discover thdse stern 
and retiring virtues which scorn thfi 
M 3 
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tiiiisel 6f bMTO^d orname&t tod 
tratite distinctions. 

I kAow maiiy ^f^m^ that virtue 
and vice, or they chooiie to My> be^ 
Deficial and hurtful qualitii^Sy are lik^ 
til* mediuin by wliich they act, isolely 
of a physical nature, depending \tpon 
5oil and situation, or ( to grant tiid 
inoit to anti-materialists) created by 
different forms of government and 
modes of life. Thus they say China 
breeds cowardice and duplicity as na* 
turally as a morass does rushes, and 
that an Arab steals and a Oerma«t 
drinks on the same principle as a miish-- 
Tdom springs out of a bed of ferment* 
ing manure. It is a little unfortunate 
for this system of botanizing moral 
qualities, that Greece and Italy, the 
native soil of genius and glory, which 
gave birth to men who emulated the 
ftcti6iis i^cribed to demi-gods, while 
Ihey renounced the comforts of ordi- 
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nary afterwards produced othera 
who were thfi first introducers of tbat 
selfish system of idolatry which I de- 
precate ; aiKl not only persuaded them- 
selves^ but brought ^he world to ac-* 
ktipwledge their divinity on no better 
pretence than that their passions were 
diabolically inordinate and their hu- 
mours extravagantly xoischievous.^ 
The characters of these self*creaied 
deities increase my apprehensionsy fot 
as men have founded their right to an 
apotheosis on the ground of their fid- 
(Hifig as well as Apollo, being as in- 
temperate as Bacchus, as gross as Si- 
lenus, and a^B knavi$h as Mercury^ 
what have we. to expect from the promi- 
nent attributes of those who are now 
most elAmorous in demanding a place 
in the modem Pantheon of immortal^^ 
cither as resplendent geniuses, choice 
spirits, rising characters, oi* whatever 
appellative may best deicrilM that ia- 
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dependent mind which adopts as it* 
motto, Better to reign in Hell thjif^' 
seVve in Heaven . - . 

I have been led inlo the^e reflec* 
tions by observing what uiiiv^ersal cur- 
rency is given to the phrase "llie di- 
vinity of talent and this not merely. 
• in poetry, where hyperbole is allow- 
able, but in those sober compositions, 
in which these exaggerations look as' 
awkward as a foil embroidery upon a 
Knsey-woolsey petticoat. Some of my 
friends, to divert the spleen which this 
idolatrous appellation constantly ex- 
cites, call my attention to the sdf-d^ 
iVying benevolence of those who are s6 
anxious to maintain this doctrine, ob- 
serving, that if I read their composi- 
tions with attention, I must be con- 
vinced that they renounce all claim to 
tl;e ad vantages of their system, by pub-# 
lidiing a' certificate of their own inc^ 
paeity to be deified, which «iust 'rem*i;i 
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valid till their labours arc removed 
from the back warehouse of their pub- 
lishers, and again submitted to the re- 
generating mill of the paper-maker. 
But, though I allow very little divini- 
ty either in a theological or classical 
«ense, is to be found in these formu- 
laries of modern paganism, I am by 
no means sure that the authors of 
them are totally destitute of the buoy- 
ant spijit of vanity derived From that 
accursed fruit which first inflamed the 
human intellect with false conceptions 
of greatness* The consecrating une* 
tion which they bestow on works of 
the^ same standard with their own, 
gives us to understand, that they have 
BO objection to receiving the same fa« 
vouTy and even implies a hope that 
•they shall be anointed with the very 
oil of which they are so liberal to 
others. In tl>e course of my life, I 
have seen authors who, though they 



set out at first with the most self de^ 
uylog modesty, aa they waxed waTrti 
iu their literary career, grew tired of 
waiting for the slotv return of regular 
payment which the trade of mutual 
encomium uBually brings in, and there^* 
fore in their fifth or sixth pamphlet 
quickened the discernment of theif 
readers by plainly telling them, that 
they pos$es3ocl a very considerable por-^ 
tion of that Promethean fire which 
turns geniuses into gods. To say any 
thing derogatory of people who thiii 
perch themselves on their pedestals la 
the pantheon of-talent would be as 
naad, nay as impious, an attempt as 
the crime of Lycurgus, for next to a 
drunken Bacchanal an offended author^ 
when full. of the god," must be con- 
sidered as the most formidably of anr- 
glials. WhiE>ever, therefore, chooseUo 
say they are conscious of this, latent 
divinity, may take as large a share, of 
it as they think proper to claim. 



If thte de4ficaliott of ttlfedt #ere titMi- 
HtxtA to the flotis fttid daughters of 
Phoebus I irottld hivfe held ttiy f>eac*,' 
for toll a ittodefiatc comptxtatioii we 
should bare only had aljout fifty thou-^ 
s^fid gods ^tad gcVddes^il, ev^tt inclu-^ 
diftg the ^abofdiiiate genii, nymphs, 
fa«rhs, and Inmsehold lares, who only 
read mattusctipt travels and poems to 
their friends, or write journals of their 
own ftdventures. Theiie vi^ould still 
hat* rettiained in Engljind nitie mHHott 
nine hundred and fifty thous^iid tAiti 
and womett to burn iriceiis^e in the 
temple of geiiius, and I quesliotii 
whether our deities would be more 
Numerous than tho^le of Rome, Greece, 
Ugypt, and other enlightetied nationt^ 
before the ifitoteranl spirit of Christi- 
anity prescribed unity of worAiip to 
the great detriment of mankind. Btal 
genius is a very iProlsus, and takes 
many 6tber fotms besides that of fta 
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author ; and we have only to cast our 
eyes over the advertisements in a daily 
paper to recognize it alternately in the 
birth^day ornaments of a duchess, and 
the superior polish of an ingenious- 
sboe-black, in the speeches of a peer 
^nd the puff of a quack-docton 
Though very partial to my kinsfolk 
in Grub-street, I do not see why the 
inventor of a chymical liquid for tak- 
ing stains out of table-claths is not as. 
great a benefactor to the public, and 
therefore has as much of the divine 
^essence in him, as the fabricator of a 
satire^ or a novel formed out of the 
shreds and rags of worn-out slanders- 
made into a fool's coat to 6t some 
iperson of notoriety, I can even ad- 
mit, that the mechanic who invents 
an engiqe to save lives and abridge la- 
|>our, has as fair a title to immortality^ 
^s the worthy gentlemen who so la- 
^gripui^ly employ their quills to prove 
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that nothing can preserve us from a 
flblitical apoplexy, but allowing peo* 
pie to talk treason.with impunity, and 
who, tiius not only discpver, but ad-^ 
uiiui^ter'the invigorating nostrum. 
• I know I go very far in the liberali- 
ty of tny- sentiments on these points^ 
If I wpre called upon to decide^ wheth-* 
er. thelailie saik>B who carries his shew*< 
box at bis back. from fair tafair,. and 
<;to]ivinees'Jti)e wondering rustics that 
one Englishman can -knock down a/ 
sc&re of Frenchmen by. the action of hi& 
puppets, or tlie newspaper panegyrist 
<3f Napoleon^ were .the^ greater cha-: 
racier^ I should prefer Jack, ^ and even- 
insist that he had. a larger portion o£ 
those virtuous energies to ^hich the 
consent of ages has annexed the term 
god-Uke» And yet the eulogistalways. 
aiEects to found his admiration of his. 
hero on the patronage which he affords 
to talents of every description; and oh- 
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liquely intimates that though hia 
amor patriae fixes him in a garret on 
the bank4 of the Thames^ where hia 
midnight lamp flames like a comet, to 
shew the danger and downfall of En- 
gland ; yet if he could but bring him* 
self to emigrate to the pleasant bor« 
ders of the Srine, the sacred effulgence 
•f his genius would soon attract im« 
perial attention. Now, though my 
John Bull prejudices make nM not 
very anxious about preserring the 
breed of these ewtruordinary patriots^ 
a wish to save a few by way of curio* 
sity, induces mtt to advise, that t\)isj 
would not a// fly to this mighty Me* 
ccenas till they can take with them a 
large supply of the immortalizing elix-* 
ir, ^hich was premised a iew years ^ 
ago: or at least some bokes of the 
&ir Priiiccss Isabella's balsam>^ which 
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Armsto tells us was famous for ttick- 
idg on heads after they had been de* 
capitated. For though the munifiGeiit 
Napoleon is very fond of talent M^hen 
it isobediefit aiid docile, he does not 
take ill-ru&tniefs with so much good 
liumbur as that gothic dnregarder of 
conscious m<riti George the third, and 
as be ie apt to practice a little poison- 
ing; siiiffocatiog^ and beheadings with- 
out exercising the god-like power of 
bringing people to life again, it will 
be better for them to cansiderere it is 
toa late^ that though a volcano look;^ 
very bright at a distancei its crater 
does not aflford a safe convenient resi^ 
dea^w 

' The eulogiums which are bestowed 
M this colossal compendium of ex« 
traordinary talents^ justify me in con<« 
tidering the French £mperor as a fair 
standard of what the idolaters of gc« 
ntus mean when they apply superlft"^ 



tive encomiums to great abilities. £ 
have been an observer of this pheno-^ 
menon ever since he laid bare the 
sword of slaughter and raised the bau-^ 
ner of devastation, and I confess I 
discern nothing in him which merits^ 
the epithet divine. Nor can I con--- 
ceive that the age would become hap- 
pier, wiser, better, or nobler, if great 
men generally conformed to his ex^ 
ample. I shall be accused of want of 
taste in preferring homely equity to the 
generosity of giving what is not our 
own ; yet I had rather want a nation- 
al museum than plunder another coun* 
try of its treasures. I find a charm in 
. moderation, and a comfort in security 
and I confess I am terrified by the 
glorious convulsion of a political 
earthquake which is more likely to 
overwhelm my litttt patrimony> and 
despoil me of the comforts my indus* 
try h^s acq^^ired, than to trausplaniL 
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my fields the standing vineyards 
^nd olive grounds of my next neigh* 
boun It certainly may be very de* 
iightful to live in a country of poets> 
Artists, and wits; to see marble sta* 
tues instead of mile-stones ; to have 
wery sign-post decorated with the la-- 
i)0urs of modern Raphaels ; and instead 
of meeting my own kindred, the Home- 
spuns, to visit Sapphos, and play at 
chess with Solons, But while we have 
the example of a whole nation, whose 
improvement iti the arts is marked by 
a retrogade motion ifi morality, where 
science flourishes and manners grow 
corrupt, I feel no anxiety for that an*- 
ticipated era when universal patronage 
is to call forth universal talent I grant, 
that in the event of every Bufo hav- 
ing his Bavius, I should at least give 
up my * lodgings at Danbury and be* 
come mistress of a genteel establish-- 
ment ; but then my oddities would be^ 



less attrdctiii^, and tbe comforU 4f « 
close carriage and service of plate 
would hardly compensate for the 'm^ 
ce^sapt labour of adulatory ccMaaposi- 
tion, or the vexation I should feel at 
se^ng aclum&ier eulogist promoted to 
a better sinecure, or cetaiaed by a less 
voracious patron. Much as I have 
sympathized in the pathetic /complaint 
of the art«> languishing fof 4he wa^t 
of encouragement in England^ or tra- 
ciilg these groans to their source, and 
considering tlie Deal pretensions of 
tliose who utter tbeoiy I kave<x>nsoled 
my&flf wi^b believing, that genius md 
the sciences never produce better fruit 
than when left to the cave of Wmty, 
independence* emulation, and honest 
industry. If you force the soil with 
superabundant manure, it will hear 
the parasitical creepers, slander, ad^l** 
ation, and servilij;y ; or such intoxica- 
ting excrescences ^s inflated styl^ ua- 
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WcJanrng fleclamatiou, and meretrici- 
Otts ornament, instead of the wbole<- 
iftoine plants <rf truth, charte mven- 
tion, and useful knowledge. Neeii I 
9idd, that these latter productions are 
those which bertow immortality on the 
artist and the patron, ^nd give ft high 
tMe of feeling to the nalion in wbieh 
they abound. 

I ^ten think that these warm 
advoc^s, who are so loiid in fe- 
quiring splendid patronage for the 
-muaes aad fhe arts, and in their 
aeal for their remuneration, profess 
dieinselv^ indifferent by whom they 
fare fewa^cd, or what they are re- 
4immd to perform^ act like bravoes 
^rather thaoi lovers ; and are mwe anxi^ 
to have thic^r mistresses w^ll paid 
^than to preserve their r^utation. 
Nq legitimate alliance ever took place 
between tli^ daughters of Harmonia 
and Plutus ; and whether they used the 
'5 
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flute, the lyre, or the shell," ihcy 
uniformly began their songs with au 
-abjuration of venal influence.. This 
indeed was unnecessary!; ' for the 
least cultivated ear would tell by the 
sound of the harp, whether it was 
strung with golden wire. We all 
Jknow Pegasus turned restive even un- 
der the management of . Dryden and 
Milton, whenthfey attiehspted to load 
the generous beast with such unwieldy 
rubbish, as panegyrics on the hypo- 
<jritical traitor, Cromwell, or thevo^- 
Juptuous profligate, Charles. That 
keen susceptibility of whatiever is great 
and noble, which -accdnipanies true 
talent, cannot hav€ its perceptions 
quickened by the arbitrary imposition 
of a prescribed subject, or a bribe 
which bids it employ falshood and 
flattery as the porters of invention. - 

If W€ search history wc shall find, 
that this affected patronage of geniu« 
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has Been the resort of those during 
villains who united foresight anc) prur 
dence to ambition and cruelty^ and 
hoped to gain that reflected applause 
from the merit of others^ which they 
were conscious would be denied to 
their own actions, when simply stated 
by the pen of truth. In this they 
shewed their wisdom : tlie reputation 
for taste and Kberality has supplied the 
total want of other estimable qualities, 
and the veil which noble-minded inte<* 
grity disdaiua to use, has concealed ma- 
ny a conspirator and tyrant from op- 
probrium. Wolsey and Louis the four^^*. 
teenth,^ courted and obtained literary 
praise by th^ir munificence ; Clarendont 
and Walsingfaam coMly trusted theiir 

* It is computed that Louis the munificent paid ovilf 
2a^c»ol. per annum for all ^e wious species of eulogiun* 
tdikhhcncdlTed. The pa^ oC fbttor^ is as mu^ raised 
aa that of other day-^houccrs. I do not lament that the 
price is higher, hut that genius ^uld still he 

you III. c 
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fame to the justice of the nation whom 
they faithfully served. 

I use the term affected patron*^ 
age for, in spite of some apparent 
authorities to the contrary, I retain 
my opinion, that as superior excel* 
lence in the fine arts must proceed 
from exquisite moral perception in the 
artist, so the real lovers pf these en^ 
chanting records of what is great and 
good must be stimulated to admira-* 
tion by a correspondent passion foi^ 
true eminence. It is the heaven-ap- 
pointed office of genius to record the 
deeds of honour and virtue; and if 
jhistake, or some base motive, induce 
lier wayward band to fix ^ tyrant in 
the shrine of a hero> or to adorn a 
traitor with the glory of a patriot, 
still homage is paid to virtue and 
honour, by borrowing their splendour 
for cruelty and guilt. But when the 
lives of the patrons and professors are 
in direct contradiction to the nature of 
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jihe profession, we rarely meet with 
the higher kinds of eminence in the 
artist, and we may, without illiber- 
ality suppose vanity and cunping in- 
stead of taste and feeling were the mo- 
tives of the patron. The vigorous pen 
of the dissipated Savage could paint 
the hideousness. of vice, but he fails 
when he attempts to delineate the deli- 
cate senwfcions of virtue ; and it is re- 
marked that gross manners seldom pro- 
duce any thing beyond a satirist or a 
painter of broad humour and grotesque 
scenes. 

With respect to patrons, can wc 
suppose that Philip of Macedon really 
admired the orators and artists whom 
he bribed to assist him in his attempt 
to sqlyugate Athens ? The cruel dis- 
solute Sylla pretended to honour the 
^eieaces, bui can we believe that he 
delighted in the tranquilizing specu- 
lations of natural philosophy, or the 
c 2 
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humanizing injunction of ethics } the 
one describing the beauty and useful- 
ness of a world which he had laid 
waste, the other the necessity of sub- 
duing those bloody and inordiiiate 
passions to which he sacrificed the 
lives of others, and ultimately his 
own? This man's myrmidons, be- 
wildered by the glare of success, 
might persuade themselves tteat **SylIa 
the fortunate*' was Sylla the great f 
but time has avenged the wrongs of 
truth, and has saved nothing from 
oblivion but the remembrance of his 
enormities. 

Is patronage, then, of no service 
to literature and the arts ? Yes, of 
the utmost importance, when it con- 
duces to the education of youth, en- 
dows those frugal but respectable 
sinecures which foster lettered ease, 
or rewards eminent exertions in the 
cause of virtue, with that unosten- 
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tatious liberality which remunerated 
the'^Christian Sage,* and gave, com- 
petence to his declining years ; " not 
for what he was expected to do, but for 
what he already had done." In this, 
and many other instances, which the pre- 
sent reign affords, experience testifies, 
that integrity in the protector and 
protected is the most direct road to 
reputation and decent sufficiency. 
These I hold to be the rewards to 
which talent may lawfully aspire. 
There is a respectabih'ty in honest dis- 
interestedness that disarms the fiends 
of party, and the uneducated mind, 
which often feels itself at a loss to re- 
concile the crooked windings of deep 
policy and refined speculation, with 
the rule of right, can understand and 
reverence the simplicity of plain deal- 
ing. Include as much of natural and ac- 



* HU Majesty's intimation to Dr. Johnson when he gvrt 
him his pension. 
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quired talent as you please in the com* 
position of a great man, or a great 
wit, I have no objection to these de- 
L'ghtful adjuncts; I only insist that 
virtue and honesty must be the staple 
commodities or you fabricate a poison: 
instead of a blessing. The more know- 
ledge, foresight, penetration, acute*- 
ness and energy, which virtue and 
honour possess, the more do they re- 
semble Divine Providence ; but wick- 
ked wisdom armed with power is that 
sword of the Lord" which is drawn 
to punish offending nations. We may. 
acknowledge its might and fear its 
chastisement, but to worship it is 
really like the Indian adoration of the 
devil and the rattle-snake, a superstition 
so absurd that it never could gain vo- 
taries but in times when success is im- 
piously invested with omnipotent 
honours. Confused by an extraordi- 
nary course of events^ and accustom- 
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edonly to contemplate second causes, 
wc see in the object of our admiration 
and t^ror not an instrument in the 
hand of God, but a mighty being 
whos^ extraardinary powers have 
made him great and terrible, and thus 
in the common course of reflection 
we transfer our veneration for the tri- 
umphant Napoleon to the supposed 
means of his elevation, and in propor- 
tion to his renown the standard of 
moral feeling is lowered. 

Let us now direct our attention to 
the political antagonist, and, (as far as 
respects ourselves successful opponent) 
of this man's designs^ who has been 
continually reproached with not cul- 
tivating the arts of peace and security, 
while he was required to preserve a 
menaced empire, exposed to every spe- 
cies of assault which powerful hostili- 
ty and domestic faction could contrive^ 
I will not adduce private testimonies, 
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nor even appeal to the style of public 
harangues or written documents/which 
would triumphantly testify that the 
mind of the British minister was deep- 
ly imbued with the chaste refinements 
of classical taste, while the Corsican, 
in every sentiment he utters, gives an 
example of some critical as well as 
moral defect, and only seems to pos- 
sess that cruel talent of sarcasm which 
" shames with taunts the triumphs of 
his sword." I wish to found the con* 
trast on the real permanent advantage 
which literature and the sciences are 
likely to obtain from the tenor of their 
respective administrations. And if 
the muses ever have been known to ' 
prefer despotism to independence, 
danger to security, profligate morals 
to habits of virtue, licentious manners 
to decorum, extravagance to temper- 
ance, and tumult to tranquillity, then 
I will own France and not Britain will 
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in future be their seat But if vanity, 
corruption, and restraint, never have 
produced any thing truly sublime and 
stable, the Sister Isles may still hope 
to remain the favourite residence of 
the arts, as well as the emporium of 
commerce, secured by that wisdom 
which taught them to guard their shores 
from the contagion of anarchy how- 
ever glossed by specious names. I 
have purposely confined my views to 
those temporal advantages, combined 
with that love of fame which pagans 
admitted as a stimulant to praise-wor- 
thy deeds, and without turning my 
eyes to a future state. I protest 
against inverting the ancient order of 
precedence, and I require that the 
graces should walk in the train of the 
virtues, and not act as harbingers of 
the furies. I acknowledge, that in the 
latter capacity, they will be less likely 
to suppose themselves entitled to di- 
c3 
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vine lionours, but then they will be 
far more certain of obtaining and pre- 
serving just renown. We may exist 
as a nation, we may be happy and re- 
spectable as individuals, without taste; 
hut without virtue and honesty the 
man is despicable, and the country 
must fall. 

It is not my wish to depreciate the ad- 
vantages of refined taste, and an en^ 
larged understanding; or to liberate 
the great and opulent from the positive 
^uty of aifording disinterested encour- 
agement to' true merit. I see with 
much concern on the one hand, the 
imany efforts of rigid (though per- 
haps well meaning) zeal to limit the 
sphere of elegant enjoyment, and to 
substitute the gloom of fanaticism for 
the exhilerating sunshine of learning 
and wit, directed to useful or even in- 
nocent sources of pleasure; and on the 
other, the advocates of the muses and 
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the arts elevating genius into undue 
consequence, and giving that praise to 
mere talent which we should only as- 
cribe to ability honourably exercised. 
•I could speak of my attachment to 
the imitative arts, and the delight 
which I take in the harmless sports of 
the imagination, with the same raptu- 
rous enthusiasm as Goldsmith does of 
poetry. Though, through the influ- 
ence of bad habits, exquisite genius 
may eventually become the minister of 
vice, I am persuaded it originally re- 
sults from strong pure moral feelings, 
energetically acting upon a cultivated 
and enlarged understanding. By ad- 
miration of what is noble, sublime, 
beautiful, or salutary, in animate or 
inanimate nature, in the recorded events 
of past times or the present age, or in 
the ample regions of fiction, themes are 
presented to the artist and the bard. 
Wickedness, when uncombined with 
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the expectation of local advantage, in 
as repulsive to trvie taste as deformity, 
and every attempt to give it celebrity, 
except as an object of terror, disgust, 
or avoidance, must fail. But the cri- 
tic, the artist, the poet, the orator, or 
whatever form genius may assume, 
who appeals to the best feelings of the 
heart, may^ if his powers are equal to 
his subject, expect a renown, limited 
perhaps, but not transitory, indepen- 
dent of fashion, and often slowly tri- 
umphing over neglect. And as the lei- 
sure and self-possession of temperance 
afford the best advantages to study, 
so they who are most familiar with 
the motives, enjoyments, and exertions 
of virtue and goodness, will always 
have a model to refer to when they want 
to impart language to correct feeling, 
or expression to a sublime countenance. 
The natural philosopher will avoid the 
cold cant of deism^ and even in scien- 
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tific pursuits the influence of moral 
principle will be felt producing humane 
inventions, useful discoveries and me- 
chanical contrivances, in which the 
sordid views of interest will be made 
subservient to the nobler purposes of 
benevolence. Among other happy- 
effects, we shall discover that when 
selfishness does not act as a first prin* 
ciple, the individual is most hkely to 
procure real advantage, and that when 
vanity is subdued, the ends which vani- 
' ty aimed at, will prohably be obtained. 
Thus when talent ceases to lay claim 
to divine honours, it may eventually ob- 
obtain distinctions and rewards, which 
are incontestibly divine. 



3S . 



CHAP. XXII. 



Fie wrangling Queen! 
Whom every thing becomes, to chide, to laugh. 
To weep, whose every passion fully strives 
To make itself in thee fair and admired. 

SHAKlSrSAKS. 

WE form our resolutions in the 
closet, when the still voice of reason 
has convinced our judgment ; and for- 
getting that we shall be required to 
keep them when the busy passions 
have raised an army of opponents, we 
never suspect their instability till the 
event shews us the weakness of self- 
defending fortitude or virtue. Lady 
Avondel continued fixed in her inten- 
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tion of malcing her home extreme- 
ly pleasant to her husband, till her 
youngSklney was seized with the mea- 
sles, attended with really alarming 
symptoms: she then again relapsed 
into her constitutional fault of being 
engrossed with one care, and, by 
wholly devoting herself to her suffer- 
ing babe, gave complete success to 
Paulina's machinations. 

^'Avonder (said the latter to the 
Eafl, in one of those tete-a-tctes for 
which Emily afforded but too frequent 
opportunities) should the father and 
the husband make you forget the 
friend ? Are all the energies of your 
enlarged mind absorbed in the care of 
keeping from the tombs of your an- 
cestors that infantine form, which, 
susceptible only of animal feeling, can 
scarcely be said to live? and have 
you no pity for the living death which 
I must suffer when Mon thermer reaches 
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England ? I shall then be exiled 
from every scene on which intelligence 
has cast one radiant beam, and drag- 
ged to his dreary mansion in the wilds 
of Scotland, where, I am told, sci- 
ence will never call till it sets out on 
a missionary scheme to found colleges 
in Greenland. There I shall have no 
relief from the vapid sameness of his 
conversation, except in the deafening 
sound of winds and waves, the rever- 
beration of the hunter's horn among 
the rocks ; or the hideous clamour of 
drunken bacchanals. The pallet and 
the chisel, the lute and the harp, must 
be abandoned. I cannot chaunt Me- 
tastasio to deaf rocks, nor translatePet- 
rarch for puritanical goatherds. I can 
only transform myself into a buskined 
wood-nymph, or a veiled Bequin, and 
wander over mountains and morasses 
to visit sjick high landers^ who curse 
my interfeience, throw my nostrums 
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to the dogs, and are content to die of 
those diseases which cannot be cured 
by sour crout and the spell of an old 
beldam. In time, the immortal mind 
will be changed by the incrustations of 
habit, and I shall become so truly do- 
mesticated, and such an adept in the 
pharmacopia, that if my jailer permits 
me to take a transient glimpse of your 
world, I shall no longer fear being ri- 
valled in the affections of my beloved 
Emilia by a Dr. Slop or a Mrs. Caudle. 
You look grave, Avondel, I own I am 
piqued. In vain have I attempted to 
convince my friend that any one 
beside herself can watch a slumbering 
infant with due attention. I have of- 
fered to supply her place. I have told 
her you were within, alone, out of 
spirits, wanting society. She heard 
me not, but continued to weep over 
her child, arid at last awoke him by 
feeling if he were feverish. Surely, 



nature meant she should have acted as 
inspector to an asylum for orphan 
babes, but meeting with an adverse 
gale as her soul descended from its 
warm abode;"* she became the wife of 
the dignified Avondel/' 

The Earl either listened to these 
sarcasms in moody silence, or by an 
effort of strained gaiety started some 
lively topic, in which Paulina's talents 
soon contrived to make him really in- 
terested. If he attempted to palliate 
Emily's excessive tenderness by plead- 
ing the strength of her attachments, 
Paulina knew how to instil a sly sug- 
gestion against her delicacy or dis- 
cretion. **Yes," said she one day, 

she rather adores than love you. Yet, 
my ever respected friend, allow me to 
suggest a wish that her affection were 
less ostensible. , A wife who truly 



^ Sec the Indiaa Plulo60pber, hj Dr. Wattt« 
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loves, and is really happy, is not al- 
ways dwelling on a theme which so 
much discussion makes suspicious. 
She. talks too incessantly of the good- 
ness of her dearest lord. Her eyes 
swell with tears which you and I know 
to be teats of overflowing affection ; 
but I have seen old gossips notice them 
as telling a tale of real unhappiness^ 
and contradicting all the smooth lan- 
guage of her lips. You should check 
her for her uxoriousness, and, above 
all, pray desire her not to fight your 
- battles so warmly in public. She is 
always defending your reputation, 
even when it is not assailed. This is 
being tremulously susceptible. The 
other morning she met your political 
rival Norbury at my toilet. It was 
accidentally, I am sure, but had she 
met a Bengal tyger she could not have 
looked more terrified. He was civil 
and complimentary, and she became 
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so gracious>. that at parting he kissed 
her hand. My Lord, you look uneasy. 
Surely Emilia can have no reserves 
with the idol of her fond heart: I 
know her friendships and dislikes arc 
all governed by your will." 

As Lord Avondel had a peculiar dis- 
like to that acquiescent sameness 
which leaves no stamp of character on 
the mind, so he was enthusiastic in 
his admiration of passive fortitude in a 
woman. In her attendance on her 
little boy, Emily had caught cold ; a 
severe tooth-ache was the consequence; 
and wlien the child began to recover, 
she had leisure to attend to her own 
health, and promised to submit to the 
painful operation of having a tooth 
extracted Her previous cares had 
rendered her body weak, and her im- 
agination vivid. She meditated on the 
pain she was to undergo till after hav- 
ing suffered more in idea than she 
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would have done in reality, she tre- 
mulously impeded the endeavours of 
the dentist to relieve her, and placed 
herself in a dangerous as well as agon- 
ising situation. Paulina discovered 
these particulars, and resolved to play 
off a contrary game. One day when 
Avondel was present, after delighting 
a large circle by the spirit and grace 
of her exertions, a servant announced 
that the surgeon was in waiting. The 
guests retired ; but the Earl was 
intreated to remain. I am suf- 
fering," said she, indescribable 
torture from a tooth, and am re- 
solved to have it removed this morn- 
ing; but as the hours of liberty are 
precious, I would not send excuses to 
my friends. If I should shrink, Avon- 
del, recal me to what I owe to my 
own character, by a look of calm re- 
proach. Is it not thus you fortify the 
gentle spirit of your Emilia 
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Refusing to be supported, she fixed 
herself on the carpet, and with an un- 
altered smile surveyed the instruments^ 
inquired into their various powers, and 
bade the operator be resolute. Hav- 
ing thus played off the farce of forti* 
tude to her admiring dupe, she feigned 
to be convinced by the arguments of 
the dentist respecting the impolicy of 
rcmoying what was equally sound and 
beautiful, on the bare possibility of its 
being the seat of a i)ain, for which he 
prepared a safe and sovereign specipc. 
Her torture, which was as real as her 
intenticm of enduring any actual an- 
guish or despoliation, seemed to sub- 
aide, and as the affectation of heroism 
had helped to diminish Lord Avondel's 
esteem for his spiritless Emily, tlie de- 
sired end was answered, and the ac- 
commodating dentist dismissed, to 
sound the praises of her magnanimity 
and generosity. 



When by such insinuations to Lady 
Avonders disadvantage, or cheap dis- 
plays of her own superiority, she had 
stimulated the Earl to behave with oc- 
casional harshness to his consort, she 
would reprove Tiis severity in terms 
which tended to aggravate rather than 
reform. *'You are too austere,** 
she would say. " Yet, Avondel, since 
you must confess that the magna* 
nimity of your nature makes you de- 
spise imbecility,^ why did you unite 
your fate with one who never in- 
cluded fortitude in her code of vir- 
tues ? Or why in the early hours of 
marriage, when her docile mind might 
have received a stamp from your's, 
did you confirm her weakness by a 
habit of indulgence, only pardonable 
when doating love obtains the hard- 
won object of its long soHcitude? 
When your wife owned that her hand 
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courted your acceptance, she virtu- 
ally discovered that infirmity of ttiind 
which had not strength to controul 
inclinations Confessedly contrary to 
her own sense of decorum. Yet, 
Avondel, we must , each of us bear 
our respective burdens, the fates for- 
bade the union of Clorinda and 
Tancred. Come, I will set you an 
example of magnanimity. Promise 
to visit me in my highland eyrie, 
Yau will find me learning Erse and 
potting grouse, or brushing through 
the fern after Monthermer, while 
he patriotically endeavours to fix the 
luxurious magnolia, and the foliage of 
the Ganges on the hideous wastes of 
his Grampian mountains, or to be- 
spangle the dreary confines of Loch 
Fyne with the odorous flowers of my 
beloved Arno. I will appear recon- 
ciled to the bleak horrors of Lochahar, 
and ceasing to regret the blue serene 
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sky which smiles on the vine- clad 
hills of Tuscany, At least we will 
hide our regret from the contemptu- 
ous pity of grosser souls.. Only to me 
shall you acknowledge the pain you 
feel from the narrowness of j'our con- 
sort's mind ; only with you will I re- 
gret the want of social enjoyments, and 
my distance from that happy region 
where nature and art, science and beau- 
ty, conspire to adorn lovely Italy. 
But while Monthermer and his moun- 
taineers are engaged at their barbarous 
sports, ere we catch the local stupidity 
of the natives, and sit like prim sta- 
tues with our eyes rivetted upon the 
floor, as if the carpet were a cabalisti- 
cal tablet from which the spirit of con- 
versation might be conjured by clue 
attention, I will only for your privi- 
leged-ear bid the Tuscan harp thus 
awake its long-forgotten strains." 

• 4oL. Ill, D 
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SoM of the frigid North, awa^, 
Ye shall not judge the ardent by 

By beaming suns inspir'd ; 
When fancy fed on ^iews sablime. 
And souls congenial to the clime 

My kindred song admir'd. 

Bom, where along Italia's skies 
The funin clottdless splendor flies^ 

I breath*d poetic fire ; 
Beside Vauclusia's fount I slepty 
O'eryirgiPs sacred' bay I wepr, 

I sung to Tasso's lyre ; 

A child I lay on Arno^s side. 
And saw the silver Naiad glide 

To lave Lorenzo's towers. 
The velvet pansie form*d my bed. 
The olive waviiJg o*er my head 
, Strcw*d me with snowy flowers. 

I've seen the marble domes expand. 
The wonders of Palladio's hand. 

Built for a race sublime ; 
There echoing through the princely wail;, 
I*ve heard the swells and dying falls 

Of music's thrilling chime. 

Majestic Florerce, seat divine, 
^hen shall I tread again thy shrine? 

There Titian*s colours flame ; 
Urbino's awful forms are there, 
And Sculpture still in r nte despair 

Adores thy sea*booi dame. 



7auglit by the storied arch or urD» 
Sacred to aaoent worth, to spurn 

At souls of baser hue. 
How wept I vrhcn thy hallew*d eartli> 
Parent of science, tastc^ and worth, 

Received my kst adieu. 

Ttc seen the burning suns of Inde 
Condense the aUxu>nd*s turgid rind> 

Th* odorous nard refine, 
Th* anana*s pulp nectareous swell. 
And in the cocoa's ample shell 

Secrete the milky wine. 

I rovM on ArcotV sandy shore, 
And heard the distant lion roar, 

Driy*n from his promis'd spoil ; 
I trod the jungle's deep recess, 
And trembled lest my feet should press 

The serpent's twisted coil. 

Where, by a thousand rivers fed. 
Swift Ganges fills his spacious bed, 

I pac*d the hallow'd sod : ^ 
WhiU self-devoted widows fl4m*4, 
And tortur*d fakirs, blind and maim*d, 

Appeas'd their cruel god. 

Orissa's sullen genius cuU'd 

Her poppy wreaths, no torpor lull*d 

My bosom's ardent glow; 
"Where base ambition's selfish aim 
Enkindles disqord^s endless flame, 

I felt love's nobler ^c. 
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Yet life's calm vale delights not me, 
I'he rushing storm, the swelling sea 

Sait my angust desires ; 
GiTC me the cavern's horrid maze^ 
The beetling precipice, the blaze 

Of pale volcanic fires. 

Thus too in man, creation's prime, 
I gaze bat on those forms sublime 

Which hold a lofcy soul; 
Thus, noble Avondel, I see 
Greatness personifi*d in thee. 

And own its fall controul. 

Thus did Lord Avondel drink the 
bewitching poison of flattery, and 
submit his superior mind to the ma- 
chinations of a coquette, till his prin- 
ciples, once correct even to austerity, 
became so^ warped and contaminated, 
that he iiot only viewed his own wife 
with indifference or disgust, but al- 
lowed himself to seek and to find 
happiness in the society of the consort 
of his absent friend ; viewing her not 
merely as the skilful caterer who sup- 
plied his vanity with dehcacies, but as 
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the companion of his hours of delight, 
and the faithful confidant of his do^ 
mestic sorrows. Those irregularities 
in her conduct, which his judgment 
had so justly condemned, were now 
either forgotten or lost in the blaze of 
superior excellence ; and he whose 
penetration was accustomed to read the 
hearts of others with a precision which 
made him fastidiously overlook the 
just claims of merit, because stained 
with imperfection, now found sinceri- 
ty and disinterested attachment in a * 
woman who, though she deemed him 
superior to the rest of his sex, aimed at 
the possession of his heart from mo- 
tives of revenge or vanity. With th« 
inconsistency common to those prin- 
ciples which do not spring from the 
thought- restraining injunctions of re- 
ligion. Lord Avondel began to think 
there was no crime in transferring his 
affectioM to Paulina. He never had 
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profesised an ardent^ passion for his 
wife. She chose him, and it was her 
duty either ta conform her manners tb 
his character, that he mightcontem- 
» plate her as the reflex of liimself^ or to 
reconcile her mind tathe scanty com- 
fort of possession. He depended on 
his nice sense of honour, and the calm 
temperament of his passions, to pre- 
serve him from those familiarities id 
which he still saw guilt ; and Paulina 
had so ^firmly persuaded him of her 
s invulnerable purity, that his convic- 
tion of the hopelessness of any attempt 
upon her person' would alone have 
preserved him from exposing himself 
to the mortification of a repulse. He 
^believed that himself and his admired 
mistress would be quoted as examples 
of pure platonic friendship^ and his 
delirium sometimes rose so high as to 
make him attach respectability and 
even merit to a preference which^ 
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though it violated the laws of God and 
the sanctions of civilized society, he 
no longer attempted to disguise. 

The world of fashion soon divided 
hito two parties ; I do not mean into 
the rigid and the dissolute, since theii* 
opinions must be readily anticipated ; 
but what are called the decent part of 
good company ranged themselves un- 
der different banners. Lady Paulina 
was so very agreeable, her entertain- 
ments were so well managed, compri- 
sed so much of what every body wished 
to meet, and afforded so much taste, 
wit, and refined enjoyment, that really, 
as there was no bearing to be excluded 
from her circle, many resolved to 
make candour act as lady in waiting, 
and to believe (urat least to say) that 
there was no harm in her aflair with 
Lord Avondel ; who, considering that 
kis wife chose to seclude herself from 
*he world, and va« besides of a wretcli^ 



cd temper, found himself obliged 
(poor man) to seek comfort sonie- 
where else. 

I9 contradiction to this statementt 
the partizans of Lady Avondel loudly 
exclaimed against the baseless of de* 
serting an amiable pretty young crea- 
ture, whose affections he entirely pos* 
sessed, .and whose fortune had raised 
him from a state of restraint and em- 
barrassment to opulence. They found 
a reason for her love of privacy and de- 
jection in his estrangement, instead of 
considering her temper as the cause of 
this alienation. They denied the charge 
of her being ill-humoured, or rather 
evaded it by saying, that in similar 
circumstances her accusers would find 
it difBcult to avoid feeling hurt at such 
manifest injuries. The Pauliniaus 
consisted of the gay, tbe young, an(j 
the beautiful, while Lady Avondel'^ 
vindrcatocs were chiefly composed of 
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tliose very worthy people who are in- 
vited to second-rate parties, or allow- 
ed to fill a supper table when the town • 
gets thin) or every body is ill of the 
influenza. 

These opposite statements afFordi 
two different inferences, of which in* 
experience may make a prudential use; 
In the first place, when there is a mani- 
fest difficulty of speaking of any ac- 
tion in its directand appropriate terms 
without using such as must revolt the 
moral feelings, we may be apprised 
tiiat there must be something unjusti- 
fiable in it The equivocal term affair 
is a most suspicious expletive^ An af^ 
fkir of honour implies intentional mur- 
der, and an aflRiir of gallantry one of 
those crimes which we are expressly 
assured will exclude us from the king^ 
dom of God. Soft terms are merely 
a gossamer veil tJirown over sin, audi 
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as has been often observed there wa? 
less real impurity in the gross language 
of our ancestors. 

I \vould next remind those who^ in- 
stead of guarding against extreme 
sensibility as an infirmity which pre^ 
vents us from performing our social 
duties^ cultivate it as a virtue, that 
the world is as apt to connect de- 
pression with ill-humour as it is to 
call reserve pride ; and people are so 
much more willing to compromise 
their candour than to give up their 
discernment> that the majority of man* 
kind determine upon our characters 
from one single instance^ though per- 
haps contradicted by the general tenour 
of our lives. With regard to temper, the 
prevailing habits of society seem to 
require that every body should add 
somewhat to the general stock of 
pleasure, and melancholy is as little 
tolerated as spleen^ even when (as is 
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sometimes the case) it subsists with 
the mdst perfect benevolence, anid a 
desire of conferring the happiness ' 
which it cannot feel. Now, though' 
m this liberal age dissipation is com- 
tnended, extravagance pitied, and 
libertinism pardoned; ill-nature meetii 
with no quarter, because ill-nature is 
never pleasant, and is therefore al* 
ways hostile to the feelings of those 
who in their desire of selt-indulgence 
are ever ready to sacrifice the valuable 
to the agreeable. I mean not to ira- 
lAy that there is any sterling worth in 
ill-nature conidered ' abstractedly* I 
regard it* as equally; despicable and 
bdious ; but as I have occasioBalLy 
feieen^ it united to soine valuable qoali*^ 
ties on which it acts as the small-pox 
does on beauty^ I intreat the truly de- 
serving to avoid incrusting their vir* 
lues with this hideous deformity, since- - 
it^ives vice an adventitious advantagei, 



and reaiderft her mkrepreamtatioM 
more insinuatingly dangeravis to inejc- 
perience. Minerva did not wear the 
Gorgon's head as a mask, and though 
Diana was as chaste as she was beauti«> 
she never thought it exj>edient to 
adopt thtB head-dress of the fur^s. I 
would especially inform those wives 
who circumscribe their ideas af con- 
jugal duty within the precincts of chas- 
tity, and who^ provided they are not 
unfaithful to their husbands, allow 
themselves to be their tormentors, that 
true religion applies its correctives 
equally to the temper and the passions. 
We can never hope to be excused for 
the sioQ-performance of a daily duty 
because we do not commit a sin to 
which probably in the whole course 
of our lives we mver had temp- 
tation* The world is less merctf^tl 
to ungracious infirmities tJaan to what 
it Biost falsely and absurdly denomi* 
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Bates amiable vices. Let us not sane* 
tion the delusion^ but, by calling in 
prudence and meekness as allies to 
chastity and decorum^ rescue them 
from the opprobrium which they must 
suffer when crabbed perverseness or 
waspish peevishness appears in their 
retinue. 
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ThU I hold finn; 
Virtue may be assailed; but never hurt, 
8urpri8*d by unjust force, but not inthrallM t ^ 
But evil, on itself shall back recoil» 
And mix no more v^ith goodness* 

, MiLTOK. • 

LADY AVONDELfelt the painful: 
change in her si tuation^ as soon as^ there- 
covcry of her child allowed her to look- 
on any other object; Till then, she had < 
rather rejoiced than repined when stie 
knew her lord was amused and happy. 
She was conscious his house was a me* 
lancholy one. In her brightest hours ^ 
v^he thought meanly of her companion* 



able powers, but wben depressed hy 
care and despondence she needed con-^ 
soiatibnbut could impart no delight 
Often she wished, and sometimes she 
thought it would have been very kind^ 
that her lord would have staid at home,, 
and endeavoured by his strong sense 
to fortify her mind against the threat- 
ened trial ; which surely, as a parent^ 
he must also feel and fear. But then, 
she remembered the important claims 
his country had upon his sevviees at a 
time when her councils were distracted 
and her efforts unsuccessful ; and af- 
ter a day spent in painful exertion he 
required an evening of relaxation) not 
of mournful i^ympathy. Besides, he 
had often comforted her and reasoned 
her into resignation ; and though it 
was heavenly to be so consoled, to 
fhear his voice inspire while it exemp-* 
lified fortitude, and feel his pity dry the 
te^r he almost praised ; still, so invinci« 
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ble was* her weakness, that the coup* 
age and cbwrfulness which she &lt m 
Jais preseiKre retired with her comforter* 
la Paulina he foufid a mind of a more 
vigorous stamp and though indeed 
she could not love Paulina* she endea-* 
Toured to hope she was still so muchr 
her friend that she wouid palliate ra^ 
ther thaa aggravate her infirmities. 

But when Emily was again, able to* 
change the nursery for the saloon, the 
Sari's absence^ and her consciousness 
of the scene of his engagements, awoke 
jiegrets^ which were heightened by 
perceiving that Paulina assumed an^ 
avowed superiority, and gloried int 
payiag and receiving diose attentions^ 
which seemed the exclusive privilege 
of the connubial' connection. Lord; 
Avondel was now never a£Gsctionate 
in his manner to his wife ; he was ci- 
Til, cold^ or perhaps wayward. How 
difierent was his behaviour to Paulina. 
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Emily might have said with the in- 
jured Dorotliea 

** with her he spent those pleasing houM 

Which did to me belong, 
She in his eyes did all things right, - 

While I did all things wrong.'* 

A change so surprising at first rather 
astounded than afflicted her. She 
doubted the conviction of her own 
senses. She believed confinement had 
made her captious, splenetic, and sus- 
picious ; especially, as Paulina some- 
times in her hearing reproved Avondel 
for wounding the susceptible mind of 
his charming wife. The events of 
every succeeding day tended to change 
astonishment into despair, and Emily 
was convinced that she endured what 
was to her the greatest deprivation, the 
loss of her husband's heart. The world 
now appeared to be a dreary void, her 
task in life was ended; she almost 
wished the beloved child, her care 
had apparently rescued from an earl/ 



grave, wrapped in his funeral habili- 
ments, and herself breathless by his 
side, insensible either of his death or 
the unkindness of his still dear and 
honoured father. * 

"Grief does not kill/' or'at least kilk 
so slowly that like consumption it per- 
mits its victims to revive with fallacious 
hopes. Sometimes Emily fancied; 
from some transient starts of attention, 
that her Lord's affection was return- 
ing. Again, she looked forward td 
General Monthermer's arrival, and 
the Caledonian banishment which 
•Paulina anticipated with so much 
whimsical resignation and real ab- 
\ horrence; Lastly, she almost thought 
that time would blunt the edge of re^ 
.gret ; and though she felt no symp- 
tom of diminished sensibility, perhaps 
the increasing transports of the moi- 
tther might leave her less time to rumi-- 
Date on the sorrows o£ the wife« 
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The most painful circumstance at* 
tending her present situation was the 
frequent presence of Paulina, who, 
knowing how necessary Lady Avon* 
del's countenance was to her preserv- 
ing the shreds and patches of her re- 
putation, continued to court the wo- 
man in whose miseries she triumphed, 
and with the easy impudence of con- 
firmed determined guilt smiled ou 
the tears she caused. Besides the use- 
fulness.of Emily's apparent protection^ 
-she was gratified by the frequent op- 
portunities of indulging her innate 
maliciousness by torturing the gentle 
wife of Avondel, for whom, from their 
first interview, she had conceived a 
sovereign contempt If she found 
her dispirited, she railed against the 
mean passion of jealousy^ and informed 
ber that in Italy it was ever the wife's 
aim to engage her husband as the 
cici&beo of ber particular friendi that 
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she might be sure of her good offices. 
If some instance of consideration, or 
even common civility, from her still 
.adored lord illuminated Emily's de- 
jected countenance, Paulina took 
care to cloud the sunshine by some 
display of wit or science which fixed 
his attention on herself. The dia- 
mond tiara was often worn with proud 
ostentation, as a princely gift from her 
noble-minded friend, and she insinu- 
ated to Emily that her sacrifice of a 
picture in conformity to his wishes 
had been rewarded by a more entire 
devotedness of himselfr To whom 
should the pensive wife complain ? 
certainly not to her Lord, for Paulina 
had not yet reached that summit of 
effrontery to permit Avondel to wit- 
ness her insolence to his countess, to 
whom in- his presence she behaved 
with dissembled tenderness and respect, 
while the rold displeasure of a mind 
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too ingenuous for dissimulation con« 
$rmed bis opinion that Paulina had 
ample cause to complain of Emily's 
waywardness, and lament the cruelty 
of only meeting with aversion from 
the woman whose affection she wished* 
to conciliate. Indeed, so marked 
was this aversion that even common 
observers perceived it, and it served 
to confirm the general opinion that 
with much apparent quietness Lady 
Avondel was really a peevish character* 
To counteract his wife's dislike, or 
rather to shew that it would meet with 
^ no indulgence from him. Lord Avon- 
del made the praises of Paulina his 
favourite topic of conversation, to 
which Emily listened in silence, not 
daring to contradict^ and notable to 
conceive his motives. Did he wish 
to change her opinions? He must 
know too mucli of her heart and of 
human nature to expect his comnien- 
4 
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dations to subdue the dislike his pre- 
ference had cemented. Did he wish 
her to adopt Paulina's manner ? Im- 
possible! nature had cast them in dif- 
ferent moulds, she wanted energy, 
accomplishments, talents, and confi- 
dence. Slie could not bear the stare 
of general observation, the burst of uni- 
versal applause would overwhelm her. 
She durst not engage in a contest of 
wit lest she should be surprized into 
some indecorum, nor could she rally an 
absurdity for fear she might give pain. 
She dreaded engaging in a literary 
dispute lest she should seem ostenta- 
tious, the unchequered quietness of 
ber life did not allow her to repeat 
entertaining adventures, and as to her 
good works they were performed in 
secret, and consisting of charity, hu- 
mility, and self-government, though 
recorded in heaven, they were forgot- 
ten by herself. In fine, so much did 
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she dislike the character, she would not 
assimilate herself to Paulina even to 
secure that inestimable prize, the 
heart of Avondel. 

, Yet some small sacrifice she was wil- 
ling to make. The enchanting Italiaa 
had prepared a musical entertainment 
to commemorate her birlh-day. It 
was to be in a new style, adapted to 
the exhibition of her own powers, the 
pauses of which were to be filled up by 
ajew friends who consented to become 
amateur performers, contented to pur- 
chase the eclat of being known as her 
intimates by acting as foils to the idol, 
and chaunting like the chorus in the 
Greek tragedy, when the principal 
personage required an interval of rest. 
It was determined that these attend- 
ants should be all attired in a peculiar 
costume, and appear as nymphs encir- 
cling the tutelar deity, who, crowned 
with laurel, should be termed Harmo- 
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nia, tbe Mother of the Muses. The 
plan would be spoiled, the festival in- 
verted, and Paulina made wretched, 
if her most dear Emilia refused to in- 
sert her name on this scroll. ^ The 
world would recollect the events of the 
last gala and would draw inferences 
.which.it would be terrible to think of^ 
Lady Avondel's voice was like her man- 
ner, soft, plaintive, of small compass, 
and only remarkable for artless sweet- 
ness. Her skill in music was very limit- 
ed ; she had devoted little time to the 
cultivation of this science, and all her ' 
aim was to amuse herself or a few most 
particular friends. But as a foil she 
was invaluable to Paulina, and, consi- 
dering that the reputation of that lady 
seemed to totter on its base, she was 
still more useful as a friend. For all 
these reasons her presence was required 
with unusual eajiiestness, and even 
Lord Avondel so far threw off his af- 
fected indifference to his wife's con- 
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iduct as tci desire ber to attend^ and 
iromply with the part Paulina liad as- 
signed her, resolving to be calm and 
collected, she acquiesced. 

As might be expected, Paulina's 
^iunaph was as complete as her vanity 
i:oukl desire. Such notes, such strains, 
were never heard; so much grace 
never was exhibitied. She varied her 
instruments, but k was only tc give 
new pleasure. She paused, and the 
subordinate muses were successively 
trailed upon. One was scientific, ano- 
ther in fine voice, some introduced 
the fashionable shake,* others were 
Irue to time and tune ; none but 
Paulina united melody, harmony, and 
grace. At last, Lady Avondel was 
called forth. The song prescribed her 
by Paulina, wa« one of those unmean- 
ing nothings of the day which de- 
{tended Entirely on execution, and was 
therefore designed to expose all ket 
iiu m 
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faults ; but, by a mistake in tfic leader 
of the cionccrt, two stanzas strikingly 
adapted to her situation and character 
were presented to her. She had .tiime 
for recollecting her resolution to' be 
eolleeted and calm^ and detenninfitig 
»t least to rival Paulina in the praise df 
prompt compliance^ for the first time 
in her life she sang in public, iind by 
the meek dejection of her looks, i a?iki 
faulteriog sweetness of her voice, gave 
full expression to these lines. 

O tell have I lost thy heart. 

Cold are thy words thy look austere ? • 

Nor fear th^ secret to impart. 
No loud complaints shall wound thine e^. 

Unseen hy thee my tears shall flow 
Till sorrow wastes my youthfiirWoom, 

JLjfe will not always strive with woe. 
And grief is silent iu the tomb. 

A loud burst of approbation ensued ; 
the modest performer pourtesied to her 
auditors, and looked round to see if 
;her lord witMssed her success. With 



75 



regret she perceived he was not in 
the circle. He had honoured Paulina's 
sepeated exertions with the unequi- 
vocal approbation of deep attention. 
Could he not have spared her a few of 
bis: precious moments? Did his leav- 
ing the room at the instant she was 
called upon imply contempt or anxie- 
ty? Norbury indeed was present, 
anid seemed inclined by the warmth of 
bis encomiums to silence every other 
eulogist i but his praises pained her 
still more than the absence of him 
whom she wished to please. Her rfe- 
flections were interrupted by Paulina, 
who would not permit a long space 
to Emily's triumph. Embracing her 
with an enthuwaslic air, she protested 
that this interesting effusion of nature 
entitled her to *he chief honours of 
the evening, and then crowning her 
with her own laurel chaplet, she ex- 
changed the character of the anisiciaa 

£8 
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for tliat of the improvvisatrice, and 
recited the following stanzas to Love, 
taking care that her eyes should 
glance at Norbury, who stood fixed 
in admiration of the countess as often 
as she described the raptures of the - 
lover. 

God of the rainbow wings, didst thou purloin 

The Promethean fire of beauty*s eyes'. 
To form those sylphs who still in" Psyche's shrine 

Sport, while in day-dreams wrapt the lover lies ? 
There admiration bids his ardtot gaze 

Drink deep of ec Stacy's bewildering flood. 
Till in one darling object he surveys 

The blended charms of « perfect, fair, and good.** 
Kot such as hover'd round th' Athenian sage, 
/ As pondering o*er Illysus banks he hung, 
Emilia's face presents the living page 

Of soft delight, and grace for ever young. 
Light through the buoyant air the lover sees 

His mistress glide, she lifts her filmy veil. 
Her curling locks are parted by the breeze* 

And sweets odorous float upon the gale. 
Still dreams. the raptur'd youth, thy busy trais 

Wake the soft choral of harmonious song, 
Emilia pours Uie soul-expressive strain. 

The strain of love attuh'd by beauty^s tongue 
It dies in air, she listens to his praise, 
" He sees the kindiiag blush, the melting emik^ 
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, tht charm dissolves, and wa^iag he sortreys 

The wor]d*8 dark wilderness of care and toiL 
To soft Emilia*8 airy form succeed 

The earth-born, gnomes of treachery died wrosg;^ 
Pale envy scoffing sounds her. scrannel reed, 

And drowns the chaunt of fancy's charmed song* 
God of the rainbow wing», let hope, and joy 
. Thy bright creation weave these dreami divine^ 
Save the fond lover from theworld*s annoy. 

And let him slumber still in Psyche^s shrine. 

Lady Avonder was too much dis- 
concerted by the distinctions which 
she had received, the absence of her 
lord, and the raptures of Norbury, to 
attend to Paulina's rhapsodies. In- 
deed the sanctity of her mind> which 
caused her to be pained instead of 
pleased at attracting any heart but 
her husband's, would have prevented 
her from understanding, that the wily 
Itahan endeavoured to give publicity 
to Norbury's passion, not only as an 
excuse for her own attachment to Lord 
Avondel, but 'to lower the exalted 
reputation of Emily to the level of 
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those married coquettes who pitfie 
themselves on personal chastity, while 
they encourage the advances of liber- 
tines. Slander had now the opportu- 
nity of whispering, that if the eari 
had his chere amre, the countess h^d 
her favourite cicisbeo. Tlie song 
which, if pointed at her lord's neglect, 
was so singularly affecting, if design- 
ed to heal some breach with her gaU 
lant, was either tlie snare of a demirep 
or the lure of a wedded trifler, solici- 
tous to rival unconnected beauty in 
the number and notoriety of her con- 
quests. Lord Avondel was not pre- 
sent ; they could not, therefore, have 
been his affections which she wished to 
recall. Norbury was evidently much 
moved, and the permission of convers- 
ing with her the rest of the eveiiirig, 
and leadiifig her to her carriage, seem- 
ed to indicate a reconciliation. Who 
would have e^tpected such tergiversa?* 
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in the sobeF-aMnded Emily ? Bu.d 
we live in a mighty odd world. , 
Such were the canclu^ions whicli 
^ PauUaa wished to enforce ; but sh0 
was disappointed in her design, though 
she increased Emily's sufferings by af- 
fording Lord Norbury an opportunity 
of publicly renewing his disgraceful 
pretensions. He was encou raged ][so to 
doj not so iQuch by discovering how 
deeply the young countess felt her 
wrongs, as by perceiving that Lord 
Avofidel had really become recreant to 
his liege faith. While with the cou* 
fiding generosity and watchful tender- 
ness of a husband he protected the 
virtue, and guaraed the reputation of 
-hiswife^ the boldest views of the H- 
Wtine only pointed at galling the. 
pride of his rival, and paining the de- 
licacy of the lady by exciting the sus- 
picion of a criminal intrigue, ^xxt he 
HOW ceiiewfd hi» devoirs with full 
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hopes of such complete " i^ccess ft^ 
would after a few amorous, and some 
legale 'manGBuvres transfer the united 
wealth of the Mandevilles and Delsi^ 
mores from the ungenial desert of^ 
Avondel, to the sunny hiHs of Nor- 
bury. He had been early initiated in 
that prudential species of alchylny 
that taught him to extract gold from 
the most unpromising materials, and 
though he often preferred pleasure to 
profit, yet, as*self was his god, it wail 
peculiarly deHghtful to him to com'- 
bine a profitable speculation with a 
pleasurable indulgence* The proba- 
bility of securing not only the person, 
but the wealth of Emily, induced 
him to renounce a plan he had once 
adopted of mortifying Avondel by ri* 
vailing him in the affections of Pau* 
lina, which, with the experience of a 
inan of the world, he conceived would 
provoke lum more tlmn the seducttoii 
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of his wifp* Such were the plans of 
Norbury, but in either instance he 
lyas doomed to feel the disappoint- 
ments to which vanity is ever exposed. 
Though Paulina was ready to admil 
liim into the choir of eulogists who 
&ang her praises^ though he might de- 
vote his time and his talents to exalt 
her celebrity, or sacrifice his fortune 
tA gratify her extravagance, she pos- 
sessed a strong but perverted under- 
standing; nor would she ''on the fair 
mountain leave to feed and batten oa 
the moor/ Neither could flattery, 
the affectation of sympathy, ardent 
aflfection, and profound devotion, 
obtain one cold mark of gratitude, 
one faint expression of sensibilityi one 
extorted proof of confidence, from the 
faithful wifei whose heart, though 
deeply wounded^ refused to dictate 
oue complaint^ or to form any pUn for 
retorting her BUfif^Hngs on him who 
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spite of her wrougd and his iiti- 
kindness/' she still dearly " loved." 

At this trying period, when the 
want of a friend often stimulated the 
gentle sufferer to break those injuno 
tions which separated her from het 
beloved aunt, and the fear of afflict- 
ing her with the knowledge of her 
sorrows, or offending. her by the 
breach of her positive command t^ 
coiiceal all matrimonial disquietude^ 
kept her silent. Lady Glenvorne re- 
turned to LondQn,after a lofig^bsence^ 
during which she had visited her re- 
vered friend at Lime Grove. Emilj 
enjoyed the purest pleasure at hearing 
of the improved health and spirits of 
the dear guardian of her youth, md 
feflt herself rewarded for her forbear- 
ance And obedience by knowing Lady 
Selin^ attributed the restoration of 
those blessings to her full satisfaction 
at her niece's happiness, which," 
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feid she, '*has turned my prayers into 
thanksgivings/' Some ladies would 
have drawn such inferences from 
Emily V pale woe- worn face as would 
have compelled her ingenuous dispo* 
sition to own her aunt had been too 
sanguine in her conclusions, but Lady 
Glenvorne was not of the tribe of 
alters. She saw enough to confirm 
the suspicions which report had sug- 
gested^ and she resolved to act the 
part of a confidential friend, without 
submitting the young countess to the 
pain and indelicacy of confessing her 
husband's errors. 

The unblemished propriety with 
which the worthy marchioness had 
conducted herself through life, her 
superior understanding and noble con^ 
nections, stamped an importance up- 
on her opinions which all the raillery of 
the dissipated, who affected to call her 
speaker of the house of rigidS) was. 



fi6t able to efface, the first feheck 
Which Paulina received in her career 
\vas Lady GIehvorne*8 refusing td 
Visit her, "and pointedly declining par^ 
ties at which she knew she and Loftl 
Avondel would be present. Mortified 
at this avowed contempt, and in oitler 
to remove the only reason which she . 
thought could be ostensibly given fot 
this dereliction, the Ijaughty Italian 
tletei-roined not to wait for Manther-^ 
taer's return to England, but to ap> 
pear at court in tk style of magnificence 
in dress, equipiage, and iltendants^ 
which should throw i disparaging 
^hade over the hitherto unrivalled 
splendour of the bouse of Glenvome^ 
Just as she had completed her pre* 
parations, an intimation was giveii 
that she would be more secure of being 
graciously noticed if she dime coun<^ 
tenanced by the presence of Lady 
AvotodeL ^obttrroW luMi'e of another 



galling to her irntable l^assioh^i 
though she thougW there would be nd 
difeculty in procuring Emily's attencU 
knee ; but contrary to ali previou* 
experience of her acquiescing compla* 
tenoe, she not only refused to accom^ 
-pany her, but even to appear at th€i 
^drawing room on the day she wias pre* 
Sfented. Lord Avondel, now sunk iiild 
a woman*s tool, was employed to en- 
force obedience- He iniquired intb 
the cam;se of this unUsual unwillingness 
to pay lier duty to her sovereign^ and 
iWas calmly answered^ Lady Glenvornft 
had convinced her it would be impro* 
per* . 

Thunderstruck with confusioti, th* 
*4rl wad i\ow compelled to draw the 
mortifying conclusion, so painful to 
<his pride, to his high s^ns^ of honouf> 
Stnd bis desire of being i^onside^ed ad 
the glass ui wliich iheage should dress 
itself) tiame)y> that bid |)ute> refined 
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platonrc attach ment to the most ao^ 
complished and attractive of her sex, 
instead of making them the admirations 
of the workly subjected the Object of 
bis regard to such a suspicion of infa- 
my, that even his own wife refused to 
sanction ihe innocence of the coaneo- 
tion by giving it her countenanee* 
Was Pauliiia s character irreverently 
canvassed, not only by the Stingwell 
Gt>terie, and the Gourmands who sauced 
Sir Joseph Caddy's turtle with a well* 
mixed compound of flattery and slan- 
dcr^ but did even the intelligent and 
the candid . entertain opinions to her 
disadvantage ? Or did Emily's deter- 
mination spring frmn the wayward 
petulance of jealousy, which, by her 
indiscreet commimicatrot^s, she had 
persuaded Lady Glenvorncto approve, 
and then pleaded her name as a screen 
to her own narrow-minded fastidious^ 
ncss9 
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After biting his lips^ P^^ying on 
the table with his hand, and shaking 
liis foot with more visible irritation 
than suited a great man on so trivial 
an occasion. Lord Avondel resumed 
that air of cold politeness which had 
lately marked his domestic deportment* 
Ther^is somethingr' said he in this 
extraordinary bpsiness which has ex- 
cited my curiosity* perhaps. Lady 
Avondel^ you will have the goodness 
to tell ine why you asked the marchio- 
iv^ft's opinion on this point, especially 
as you might have anticipated yirhat 
would be my sentiments ?*' 

*♦ I will have courage/' thought 
Emily, for in this affair I cannot 
have been wrong : why then should I 
tremble? Alas! he had not used to 
call me Lady Avondel/' 

•' Lady Glenvprnc's opinion/' said 
she, in a tremulous voice, **was given 
unsolicited ; and» from what passed at 
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the moment, 1 am eonvinced had your 
lordship been present^ yoa would sd 
fer have coincided with her as to for-* 
bid my appearing in pubfic with Lady 
Paulina/' 

" This is still more enigmatical/' te* 
turned the earl, willing to avoid own* 
ing the convictioii which he felt* 

If I do not impertintfntly intrude on 
confided secrets' — 

My dearest lord, promise not to 
be angry with me. You must remem-* 
ber your approval of my aunt's seta- 
timfents on the chariness of repulatioioi 
and the necessity of avoiding suspected 
tharacters/* 

Suspected characters, Lady Avou* 
del ! Who attaches suspicion to Lady 
Paulina Monthermer? A Woman 
honour and virtue equal to your bwn/* 
I \triU believe your testimony, my 
lord, ngainst the opinion of the 
World I but till Ihdt o{)itiioil id thangedi 



%r shall r say corrected, pardon ftic if 
I say I think your wife, the mother of 
the infant hefr of your honours, should 
not appear to countenance what is 
talked of as an impropriety." 
. " Be explicit/* said the earl. *'What* 
]^art of Paulina's conduct is thus con- 
demned ? Is it possible that my friend*^ 
ship for her should unhappily be 
esteemed to depreciate what it surely 
might exalt r*^ • 
Emily was silent. 

' *^ Madam," resumed he, I have a 
right to defend myself, and I insist on: 
a reply. If any childish jealousy, if 
pique at extraordinary attainments, if 
any wayward suspicion that I^have 
neglected you, has tempted you in 
your intercourse with your confidential 
friends to defame Pauhna and asperse 
me, you owe us public reparation.* 
For I solemnly protest that my attach- 
ment to her is the tribute of virtuouat 



90 



admiration to superior excellence, thft 
gratefnl incense of a heart penetrated 
by ber kind endeavours to remove the 
thorns wbiqh. strew my pillow/' 

" My lord/' said Emily, whose 
tears could no longer be restrained^ 
** yon are the first person whom I ever 
l^ermitted to discover that I had a 
sorrow except my anxiety for my dear 
infant The first wish of my heart i& 
to see you happy and honourable, my 
next to contribute to your being so f 
and if Lady Paulina is more successful 
in her endeavours to promote your 
comforts, or to relieve your cares,, 
blame nature, which has limited my 
powers of pleasing^ and not a heaf t ex'*. 
clusiveJy and eternally your own/' 

The earl was softened : his natives 
generosity struggled with the deliriungii 
of a culpable attachment, nor could; 
he behold the tears which he :hacl 
forced to #o.>v wUhput ^«during tbft 
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pain of self-condemnation. This was 
an anguish which he ever sought to 
shun, and pressing the trembling 
hand of Emily, he gently asked her, 
when she would acquire sufficient for-^ 
titude to avoid afllicting him and her^- 
self? This was so like the style of his 
expostulations in their happy days of 
connubial harmony amd confidence^ 
that she was almost again persuaded 
that she bad been very wrong, and 
'was more inclined to beg forgiveness 
than to expect reparation. Her meek 
sfoHcitude to be restored tg his favour 
Tenevwd bi^ hopes of success. Yet, let 
me aciqijit him of the baseness of en^ 
deavduring to cajole his \*'ife into an 
approbation of his intrigues. Pained 
by the distress of which he knew him* 
<clf the cause, be determiried if he 
could remiove the cloud which he had 
ctfst over Paulina's reputation to remit 
his future attentions, th^gh in so 



9a 



doing, he sacrificed his greatest plea« 
sure, her encbantiog and animatiog; 
society. . 

. My Emily," said he, caressing hia 
weeping countess, who hung on him 
with every, token of reconciled affec- 
tion, 'Met us quit a subject so painful 
to us both : Paulina shall not know 
.why you hesitated, to attend her. She 
may suppose you were indisposed, or 
out of spirits. I would not for the 
universe have her suspect the gross 
and illiberal rumours which hare s0 
causelessly distressed you, and which 
will be SQ fully refuted by your con- 
ducting her to the drawing-room." 

" It is impossible,** returned the 
countess. 

Courage, my good girl. Though 
you are thus nervous and agitated toj- 
. day, tomorrow may bring you re- 
cruited spirits, and then I will nat 
doubt your inclination to oblige me* 



You tell me you wiU believe my testi- 
mony against the opinion of the world, 
and surdy your generosity must rejoice 
in the power of rescuing innocence 
from undeserved obloquy.*' 

"My lord, my life, dispose of mc 
in every other instance as you please, 
but, indeed, I never can assume cou- 
rage to brave the censures^ I should in- 
cur; and I mu^t add, since you so 
strongly urge me, that I know my 
feeble efforts would only overwhelm 
myself without^escuing Paulina. Opi- 
nion is so strongly against her, ancV 
I am considered as so entirely devoted 
to your will, that even for your sake I 
must be firm, nor give the world cause 
to say you required from me a sacrifice 
which my principles condemned. Do 
not again look at me with displeasure, 
but ask Lady Paulina why she makes 
such a point of my accompanying 
her? 

6 



Lord Avocdcl^swered as lie tCfUf 
thought, " Because she is proud of 
your friendship, aad wishes to give it 
puhlicity'* 

Emily replied, there was a strong^ 
motive, and, ou being urged, confess- 
ed, that she knew Paulina would be 
received on no other terms than as her 
proti^g^e. "^he sting of a serpent 
could not have given Lord Avondel 
more pain than this disclosure. An- 
swer me/* said he, on your honour, 
and with that veracity in which I have 
^er confided ; have you either di- 
rectly or indirectly contributed to draw 
this odi»m on your unhappy friend 

<VNever, to my knowledge,*' said 
the countess^ in the posture of solemm 
abjuration. If my feelings have been 
more strongly painted on my counte* 
nance than my will permitted, I have 
never uttered a syllable, nor intention- 
ally breathed a sigh, which could be 
4 
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laodttiiBod itito an mdrctftioh tiiat I bar* 
boured injurious suspicions of your 
jittaqhnieiit to Paulina;" : 
V 1 see,- said the earl, " from 
9pbeiice these miseries have sprung. 
Your trsmblikig* snsceptihilitjr, your 
ever wotcbfiil apprehensiveness, which 
I have kn -vam uugcd you to subdue, 
have not only ruined my peace, but 
ifisi tbe^ Uack tinge of infan>y over a 
most d«erving woiiian. Yourmtter 
incapacity of concealing your senti- 
ments should have told you not to 
<}berish.any that were inconsistent with 
candour, or the benevolence you ow^d 
a stranger, ignorant only of the fen- 
4}astical rules which dragons in deco«- 
'mtn would establish as the laws of vir« 
tae. This stranger, with all the con- 
fiding openness of innocence, flew into 
your arms, courted your protection, 
^nd con^ded to you at once he^ foi- 
^Ito*' pnd her excellencies. 1 niight 



enlarge on the tortunes I i^iall fentrftd 
fram being suspected of crimles.aiid 
meannesses which my soul atiJuM^ 
but pity for Paulina engrosses ail my 
thoughts* .1 clohotxaccase.yoa af;tl3e 
premeditated cruelty of ddteroiiniiig to 
sacrifice her fair fame (to your diefeated 
vanity, or . unreasonable fears ; buit 
such is the effect. To ;a ^woman of 
her high sense of honour, .aidisrefHib' 
•able life i§ wqrse than ^eath,;and I fear 
the most dreadful conjsequences wli^ii 
she kiiQws that the friendship,. you 
professed for her ends in your aban> 
doning her to the cruiel censures of am 
envious malignant world/' 

, Ther^ arc wiyca who, in. Lady Avern** 
del's situation^ woiiLd ' bave taken tkm 
liberty to observe, that people ne^ver 
ought to pro v^ke? cens^ure tiU their feet 
ings are sufficiently blunted to end^Mi 
it There are others who might have 
been temptecj to ipquire, if cpqu^trj^ - 
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with the husband and insult to the 
wife were indubitable signs of a lively 
friendship? But the solemnity witl> 
wliich Lord Avondel utteled his appre- 
hensions of Paulina's keen sense of 
disgrace, made the placably Emily for- 
get the tears she had cost her in the 
anticipation of the future agonies lier 
lofty spirit must endure. Ever dispo- 
sed to place herself in the situation of 
others, and to judge of theiir feelings 
by the intenseness of her own, she 
considered how unable she should be 
to support the consciousness of being 
suspected, to forfeit that pre-eminent 
distinction of character which forms 
the female passport to all the comforts 
of society ; and though she could not 
look up6n Paulina in the light her- 
^ Lord did, as possessing talents and 
virttttes of the highest order, but on the 
contrary, viewed her as deserving 
some humiliation ; she wished to pre- 

VOL, III. F 
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Vent her feelrng the pang ofairakiSB* 
rag fram the dream of deified vanity 
lo endure univertal neglect or <x>n-' 
tempt. She meekly answei^d her 
Lord's severe expostulation by intMat-*- 
ing him to overlook consUtutioaal 
faults^ and to pa^^doiai unintentioaEq 
errors, ^ If/' contmiied she, " I cm 
render Lady Paulina any real aerviee, 
I >viW not scruple to shew I am grate-* 
ful for her professions of regard. Let 
no violent plan be adopted. An ex^ 
case may easily be made fbr my de«- 
elining to be at the dTa\v^ing*-ro©m, 
^nd as her appearance has been aolong 
tlefferred, surely there will be aotlftng 
in postponing it till the general^ re- 
turn. She will by t^hat meams escape 
any public mortification. And aa to 
' our intimacy subsiding, let me be 
thouglit whimsical or capricious, for I 
will never intimate to her the wal 
^se. Her hns^band is expected next 
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tn<mtb, and I tmst tlie propriety of 
her behaviour under his protectim wttt 
silence every injtu'ious report Then, 
my loi^i a family intimufcy may >e 
mewed, and I need not fear w<m&d« 
ing the delicacy of my so^rereignfled 
openly patronizing the beaiity an^hw^ 
lentB which so eminently distingnisk 
the wife of your gallant friend.** 

Avondeleould not immediately re* 
ply. There was a lenderaess and pru- 
dence in this plan which rendered 
unexoeptiooabk ; and he felt comp^ 
led to admrre that firmness which as it 
was so coatrary to her maal character 
was evidently the result of principle* 
The conviction of his wife's real supe- 
riority to that worthless woman for 
whom be was so deeply interested, 
whispered to his conscience, •'Hind 
and unjust Avondel, reverence tha^ 
meekness which even the keen sensi- 
bility of wounded tenderness cannot 
r2 
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violate/' Self reproof was a most pain- 
ful^ because ignominious^ sensation^ to 
a man who had during his whole life 
opposed undeviating rectitude and all 
the splendid qualities of the nobleinan 
jj^Jfltjustice, selfishness, and ingrati- 
At least, he was thoroughly conr 
vinced, that be had acted thus, and as 
far as self-satisfaction goes the persua- 
sion was sufficient. He was now re- 
duced to feel himself blameable, to 
perceive that he was excelled by a wo- 
man, by his wife, even by that well- 
meaning romantic girl whom he had 
married because he saw she loved him. 
To suffer this conscious degradation 
was mortifying, to own it was impos- 
sible. For though no one could more 
happily conciliate enmity, nor more 
gracefully forgive a fault, Lord Avon- 
del wanted the magnanimity of a great 
mind to confess his own backslidings 
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in private life, and to one too whom ' 
he considered as his inferior. 

He had now recourse to his memo- 
randums^ and finding the committee 
of the House of Lords met very early, 
he chided himself for having trifled 
away an important hour. If/' said 
he, in the course of the evening, I 
should find leisure to call on Paulina, 
I will advise her to postpone her visit 
to court. Shall I add, your engage- 
ments will not permit you to return 
her call at present? Is this all,. 
Emily?*' 

If, without too much alarming 
her, you could add, that I most sin- 
cerely wish her hafipy*' — 

Though she has made you wretch* 
ed?*' 

**No, my Lord; your assurance 
that all my errors have not deprived 
me of your attachment, is too recent 



102 



fbr Paulina to terrify me into unfaap 
piness/' 

*'Not if I spend my eveftiog at her 
house?" * 

*'Noy not even then ; for I will dfi'^ 
Tote mine to one of your sex whom 1; 
Ibve ten fliouaai^ times mom thftis 
yoa love that engaging womun.* 

I underststod J^ou,*" resumed! Lord 
Avorndel, retiring ivith that air of 
graeefel benignity which so >krell be- 
came him, '^Kies Che boy for mej 
and b4d hini when be cbnamiti^ a fatilC 
learn from you how to convert it into 
^ attracti(M^/'' 

Emily's cares and sonwrs^ Wertf sias^ 
pended by this conrefsation. She al*' 
Trays attributed her loreJ'» reproofs to 
the kind interest he took in her cbli- 
duct, and his praises were a constant 
source of ccstacy, he spak^ hh full 
forgiveness with so much complacence 
and benevolence. Yet she rather wou- 
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dered haw he caaie to think she had 
been wrong. On reviewiog her be-* 
ha,viouF with a degree of &elf-satkfac"> 
tioa which vfas new to her character, . 
she felt surpriised at lier own courage^ 
aad coavittced that she had done what 
she ought. Butpeople see things through 
dtffereitt mediiiifi^^ and she knew hev 
IrQrd was perfectly satisfied of the rec- 
titude of his own iDotives* He bad 
again assured her of his fidelity. Hia 
regard for Pisiuliaa, and the manner ia 
which he defended her character, pro- 
ved her to be innocent of those gross 
^fi^ncesof which Emily was unwilling 
to accuse her^ tiot ao much from a su- 
perabundance of candour as from her 
shudd^ing reluctance to indulge so 
tceaMfHabie a thought as that her all^ 
perfect husband could really be a per- 
jured adulterer* She was however glad 
Aat be mow knew the world thought 
less higlily of his goddess than he did^ 
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and she rejoiced in the firmness which 
had relieved her from the espionage of 
a woman who, under the occasional 
mask of rectitude and winning grace, 
concealed a inost malignant temper and 
impetuous passions. Yet more, she 
inferred from her lord's compliment 
to her talent at conciUation that sl>e 
might in time vanquish the spells of 
her fascinating rival/and restore his at- 
tention and his heart to those public 
and private duties to which his life had 
been so honourably devoted. 

But, like an evil genius, Paulina was 
busily employed in counteracting the 
benign influence of innocence and 
sweetness. She received Lord Avon- 
del's intimation, that it was impossi- 
ble for Emily to accompany her to 
court, with that sort of meek resigna- 
tion \Vhich denoted grief rather than 
resentment at the abandonment of a 
favourite design. I am a forlorn stran- , 
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ger/' said she, without the coun- 
tenance of a husband, and denied the 
protection of a friend. Had vanity 
been my motive, I should have de- 
served a disappointment; but I was 
impelled by a desire of paying homage 
to the virtues of your queen. Yet I 
will not censure those restrictions by 
which etiquette deems it expedient to 
guard the throne from unhallowed ap- 
proach. I am not known in England. 
In Florence, 'tis true — But no more of 
Florence. I know ray gentle Emilia 
would have complied with your wishes, 
but for "some secret reasons of which 
her discretion is the properest judge.'* 
Paulina's habit of rapidly assuming 
opposite characters, and of indicat- 
ing by change of tone and look con- 
trary passions, hajd given her such a 
command of countenance, that even 
the penetrating Avondel saw nothing 
in this speech but conscious rectitude 
F 3 
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caFmly submitting to an undeserrerf 
slight. He had cnougfi of the old 
fcnight-errant in his iiaCure to niakd* * 
him prompt in hi^ endeavours to be- 
frietid a sufferer of this description i 
and though he could with consum- 
mate address, manage camps and pene- 
trate into the designs of courts, he felt, 
as heroes often feel, so disconcerted hy 
a iroman, that he knew not in what 
terms t© communicate Lady Avondel's 
resolution to decline her acquaintance. 
With somewhat like the hesitation of a 
recluse collegian, who seeks the pat-^ 
rbnage of a great lady to his first 
work, he mentioned Emily's wishes 
for Paulina's happiness, but he had no 
sooner got to regret at her not being 
at leisure to call, than the penetrating 
Italian saw by his embarrassment, and 
tfie formality of the introduction, wliat 
was to follow. She had indeed despised 
the young countess for the timidity 



107 



which had prevailed upo» hat to keep 
tip an intercourse only productive of 
pain, and wondered whether her for- 
bearance had proceeded from fear or 
blindness. But though preparetl for 
this intelligence, the channel through 
which it was conveyed alarmed and 
surprised her. From what point blew 
the wind when a wife had such power 
over her husband as to make him assen t 
to the propriety of her jealous scru- 
ples, and bear a message which declared 
in opposition to his known opm\ons^ 
that she would not countenance im- 
prudence and effrontery ? Had Emily *s 
feeble charms^ snatched from her a 
heart which flattery, artifice, taste, 
wit, talent, celebrity, and superior 
beauty, had so hardly subdued ? Couki 
passive submission be the mighty en- 
chantress who had dissolved so many 
potent spells ? She would be moire pas- 
sive, more submissive, and look and 
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speak with more consummate meiek- 
ness. She knew how to act the wife, 
as WjcU as^the mistress, of Anthony, 
She could adjust her veil, fold her 
drapery, close her hands on her bo- 
som, cast down her eyes, and utter 
nothing but the sigh of resignation, in 
imitation of the patient Octavia. 

I understand you> my Lord," said 
she, when she had so arranged ^er 
features as. to invite- his scrutinizing 
glances. 'VNo further explanation is 
necessary. The claims of domestic 
harmony are most paramount obliga- 
tions, and in you I surrender my only 
English friend. Yet, perhaps my still 
dear Emilii, your happy wife, pitying 
my forlorn situation, may allow me to 
receive your written advice, provided 
our correspondence be submitted to 
her unerring delicacy." 

Charming Pauhna,'* returned the 
earl, your susceptibility hurries you 
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into extremes. I shall not desert the 
honour with which you have invested 
me of being your protector, till I con- 
sigh you to the care of Monthermer/' 
No allusion could be more ungrate- 
ful to Paulina thati the return of her 
husband, and that Avondel could name 
it with indifference, nay even allude 
to it as an exoneration from the trust 
she had reposed in him, was madness. 
She needed all hfer powers of deception 
to conceal her real agony. 

If I appointed you to the trust," 
said she, with faultering emotion, *'it 
is now my duty to liberate you. No- 
blest of men, I could say dearest too, 
farewell. I will not interrupt the har- 
mony of your wedded life. The lovely 
Emilia's wishes ought to regulate your 
intimacies. Yet, perhaps that good- 
ness which is an inmate in your bo- 
som, that pity for an alien dishonour- 
ed and abandoned in your, shall I say 
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inhospitable, clime ? Ono! England 
gave you birth and by that cancelled 
all my wrongs/' 

" Surely,'* interrupted the earl, 
"you forget yourself when you use 
such a superflux of adjurations instead 
of commanding my services." 

"My lord, I remember but too 
well; the hotiour of a British noble- 
i^an must not be committed by his 
taking a lively interest in the disgrace 

' of a reputed Presiding powers, 

who watch over delicacy, cannot I 
even name the accusation which has 
stabbed my fame ! I only meant to 
iask, if there is any impropriety in re- 
questing that your lovely child may 
sometimes visit me. He resembles 
you. It is not on that account I beg 
to isee him, I want no memento of 
your features, no remembrance of your 
worth, but my little Sydney doats 
upon him, and if denied his sight wilt 
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be as wretched as hps mother. Wift 
Emilia object to thi», I nlean wi\l she 
be taught to object, for candour audf 
tenderness tverc her charactfcriatics ? 
It is how my first wish that the boy^ 
who bear your name might consider 
each other as brothers. '* 

Avondel desired Paulina would he 
calm, and promised to bring the child 
next morning. 

Bring him!" exclaiined she, (> 
be not rash. Consider your own cha- 
racter, and the promises you have made 
to his apprehensive mother.'' 

** Neither of which," said he in a 
stern tone, '*will be endangered by 
my visiting a woman of sense and hp* 
nour. And surely. Lady Paulina, yoa 
cannot suppose, that you can ever for- 
feit my friendship while you are con- 
scious you deserve it." 

"Repeat that assurance," answered 
she, anxious to discover that Lady 
5 
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Avondel had, in addition to her own 
renunciation of her acquaintance, pre« 
vailed on her husband to promise that 
he would abandon her, as she knew 
she could soon counteract so mean and 
impotent a restriction. My hurried 
spirits,*' she continued, *Miave per- 
haps made me hear you incorrectly. 
Has Emilia's superlative generosity 
left you indeed at liberty to act as you 
wish ? And tell me too candidly and 
clearly, am I generally considered as 
absolutely infamous, or acquitted of all 
offences except indiscretion ?" 

English ladies,'* returned the Earl, 
are not accustomed to prescribe their 
husband's friends, or to limit their 
conduct within interdicted bounds. 
I should be sorry to be an exception to 
general custom. And believe me. 
Lady PauHna, infamy pever has yet 
been associated with your name, nor 
slvill it while I have a voice to assert 
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your innocence, or an arm to avenge 
3'our wrongs." 

PauKna wrung his band with hurri- 
ed emotion, and called him the gener- 
,ous image of divine compassion. I 
am not then," said shfe, '^as I fear- 
ed, the viUfied outcast of society, 
wliom every one might insult with im- 
punity ? The great and good Avondel 
is my protector still. He, ever wise 
and noble, knows how to reconcile 
the claims of his own honour with the 
pity due to a stranger; and though 
the fastidious apprcherisiveness of con- 
jugal afFectioii has robbed me of the 
jewel which, next to conscious inno- 
cence, I most value, an unspotted cha- 
racter, I will not complain. Your 
desert sanctifies the extravagancies of 
jealousy. Yet must I f^ar lest your 
goodness to me should wound your 
poor Emilia's peace. If it should again 
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indtice her so palketically to complain 
that she has lost your heart. 

You are mistaken, Lady Paulina, 
Emily never di3, nor will complain.'* 

Not complain ! O pardon, me in 
this. What think you could have pte* 
pared me to bear this suddea breach 
of friendship with c^mposure^ bttt the 
discovery of her abhorrence of me ? 
The events on my birtbrday certainly 
afforded an ample scope for detractiont ^ 
Recollect, my Lorf, the song bemoan-^ 
ing your iinkind»es(» which made tin 
whole circle weep. Her manner too of 
receiving their condoling applauae! 
Sweet gentle soul! I verily believe it 
was a sudden impulse inspired perhap9 
by your too unguarded admiration of 
me." 

Lord Avondel reminded her that be 
left the party after her part was con-* 
eluded^ and dei^ired her to inform him 



how th€ words of the song allotted to 
Lady Arondel could be construed into 
a reference to their domestic situation ? 
After some pretended regret that she 
had thus disclosed what he was unac- 
quainted Wrth, Faultna recoHected 
£f»}fy's song, described her look, the 
pMQtive t!rcmalousness of her voice, 
the mp-tttres of Norbury, the whispers 
of the company, and all those circum- 
stances which, though they did not 
fire the earl with jeafousy, made hint 
severely condemn his wife for impru*^ 
deuce and duplicity. How could slie 
so solemnly protest that she had never 
breathed A sigh or uttered a complaint 
tending to confirm the general preju- 
dice against Paulina? Had she not,, 
with marked indifference to the usual 
fth'ms of good breeding, cast aside the 
appointed song, and introduced a 
ditty to which she knew the worW 
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would give the identical reference it 
was $0 much her duty to withhold 
from its notice ? Was this the patient 
wife, throwing the decent veil of con- 
cealment over her partner's errors? 
No : it was revenge, obtruding itself 
on pity, under the disguise of meek- 
ness : and was a woman who could act 
thus, and then have the meanness to 
deny what she had done, to be grati- 
fied by his sacrificing the friendship of 
such a noble being as Paulina, whose 
fame now depended on his steady counr 
tenance? ^'No, Lady Avondel," said 
he to himself^ as he retired from his 
Italian enamorata, ^' pique hot your- 
self upon that delicacy which from - 
your education and character is rather 
a habit than a virtue, till you practise 
those other branches of purity, vera- 
city and sincerity. I feel myself 
bound in honour to protect the object 
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of your narrow jealousy from your 
cruel insinuations, and to leave you to 
create troubles, since you are mean 
enough to seek for consolation for 
imaginary wrongs at the expense of 
, your friend's fame/* 

The gossips of the day were too 
busy to permit it to be long a secret 
that the ladies never stopped at each 
others door, nor ever appeared at the 
same evening parties. Lord Avondel's 
visits to Paulina continued notorious, 
and those who wished to perform su- 
pererogatory acts of politeness included 
the earl and his fair friend in the 
same invitation. Some said they were 
made for each other, some regretted 
aught should part the matchless 
pair,'Vyet in spight of the influence 
and dignity of his character, and the 
attractions and celebrity of hers, the 
respectable part of society imitated 

3 
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Lady Glenvarne;, aad t efitsed to cmim« 
tenance a conaectioo Xko longer sanc- 
tioned by the tacit acquiescence of 
the wife;, and to the blamablc tendency 
of which her rayless eyes aod j^dlid 
cheeks bore indubit^ife testimony* 
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CHAP. XXIV. 



Her oatttrcy* is all goodness to abuse. 

And causeless crimes continually to frame ; 
With wliicii she guiltlns persons may acemOf 

And steal awiy the cro«ni of their gqod name; 
Ne ever Knight so bold* ne eyer Dame 

So chaste and loyal liv*d, but she wonld^te 
"Wkh&rged caise them fadsely to de&me; 

Ne ever thiqg so well was done alive 
But she with blame would blot, and o£ due praise 

deprive* 

SrXNC£R« 

THE death #f Sir Walter Mande- 
viUe, which happened about this pe* 
riod, gave Lady Avondela fair pre- 
tence for secluding herself fram even- 
ii^ parties, and only seeing a few 
friends in a morning. She thus es- 

♦ Staoder; 
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caped the ^ain of publicly enduring 
the neglect of her Lord, and the ad- 
miration of Norbury. The society of 
Lady Glenvorne was her chief x^onso- 
lation. That respectable woman, from " 
her knowledge of the human mind, 
was able to reassure her gentle friend's 
self-accusing diffidence, and in some 
small degree to assuage the poignancy 
of her sorrow, withoutjaying bare the 
incurable wound her affectionate heart 
had received. She talked of their mu- 
tually revered Selina, of the calm 
peaceful old age which promised to 
reward the patience with which she 
had sustained her early trials; how 
universally her own character was re- 
spected, and the increasing numbers 
who declined Paulina's acquaintance. 
She repeated interesting narratives of 
the ultimate success that has often 
crowned the efforts of virtuous wives, 
to recall the affections of their truant 
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lords. She spoke of the pure delights 
which the maternal character affords, 
and the endearing 'consolations which 
recruit from the affectionate attach- 
ment of a deserving son, tenderly so- 
licitous to repay the debt of kindness 
which his helpless infancy incurred. 
Proud of her son the marquis, his ami- 
able qualities gave peculiar animation 
to this part of her conversation, but 
with laudable delicacy she avoided his 
name ; not daring to trust herself on a 
subject which would probably disco- 
ver her unsubdued regret, that the 
coronet of Glenvorne was not enrich-* 
cd with a pearl which the capricious 
possessor disregarded, nay abandon- 
ed, for a worthless bead. She knew 
enough of human frailty to be cautious 
of exposing virtue to needless trials, 
and as, contrary to the modern stand- 
ard of principle, she conceived the 
bond of marriage to be only dissoluble 
VOL in; o 
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by death, she thought it would be 
imprudent to encourage an injiired 
and afQicted wife to contrast a deserv* 
ing faithful lover with a criiel if not 
peijured husband. 

With similar delicacy, the young 
marquis carefully avoided the woman 
who still kept possession of his heart. 
In surrendering Emily to the lord of 
her bosom's love/' he fanciisd her 
future happiness was insured^ and 
though his attachment was sincere, it 
was not so violent as to overpower ge- 
nerosity, or to make him wish that 
the fair one whom he esteemed and 
loved had been prevailed upon to pre- 
fer indifference with him to felicity 
with another. But now that he found 
his own desires had been sacrificed 
without procuring her the desired 
good, when he beheld Emily return- 
ing indifference with inviolable attach- 
ment, and opposing neglect with no 



*o*her sign of feeling but silence and 
tears, his estimation of her value rose 
to that height that he feared to con- 
template- her, lest so interesting an 
object should awaken sentiments fatal 
to his own peace of mind, and which 
might also aggravate, instead of alle- 
viating, her woes. For was he autho- 
rised to call Avondel to account for 
his absurd and culpable preference of 
Lady Paulina? or could he take such 
a step without injuring the fame of • 
the lovely sufferer ? If weeping gen- 
tleness failed in its endeavours to revive 
the withering plant of love, would the 
^itorms of expostulation prove benefir 
cial ? In how few instances is conjugal 
infelicity lessened by the mediation of 
friends ? In how many cases are pe- 
tulance and caprice chaYiged into con- 
firmed aversion by injudicious though 
perhaps well-meant interference. 
Lord Ayondel's high deference fur 
g2 
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public opinion was well koown^ attd 
the Olenvornes believed that the eclat 
which attended Paulina had rendered 
him more vulnerable to her blandish-^ 
ments; they therefore hoped that if 
the meteor's splendors were involved in 
mi$tf the same weakness which had 
seduced him might serve to recall him 
to the- coniemplation of love's chaste 
star, With this view, they exerted 
themselves to diminish the consequence 
of the bewitching Italian, absolutely 
refusing to be seen in any circle she 
frequented, or, if they met by accident, 
adopting that cold proud civility with 
which even efirontery cannot long 
contend. Fashion and fame are alike 
mutable in their favours, and generally 
immokte their former idols on • the 
shrine of some new divinity. Paulina 
discovered, that as she had owed much 
of her celebrity to novelty, her popu* 
larity was decreased by a host of imi- 
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tators, who, though in their style of 
acting they marred her greatness,'' 
by dividing, public attention, obscii^red 
l^er fame. Nunabefp t09 who had not 
tb^t solid judgmi^nt ^bach dratingaishr 
ed the Glenvornes, endeavoured 
outgo them in the loudness of their 
censures, and took exceptions a^inst 
thfi general style^ of her impromptus as 
well as against the freedom of her 

inanners amd the looseness of her attire* 

» ... 

These^ condemned her not jnerely as a 
yaiu, artful, treacherous coquette, but 
a^.a wofpan who outraged every law of 
virtue, and abandoned herself to ge^ 
n^tal IjceijiliQusi^ess. It was interred 
from yafious suspicious circumstances 
that slie. wo\ild be as ready to act the 
^na-roba with Norbury, as the Lady 
JBa^onness with Avondel, and like 
Pope's Psyche, whether she addressed 
a Mounseer^ a Signar, or a Mynheer, 
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always replied in the language of as- 
sent. 

Paulina had not yet proceeded so 
far down the declivity of vice as to a- 
void feeling shocked at these unde- 
served imputations, which were be^ 
come too public to escape her pene- 
tration. Yet, when we consider that 
ishe was so far infatuated by her passion 
for Lord Avondel, and elated by het 
triumph over his supposed invulnerable 
heart, as to contemplate the death of 
his countess from neglect, and het 
own adulterous connection, with com- 
placence, as the means of dissolving 
her own marriage and uniting her to 
Iter paramour, we must not wonder at 
any degree of licentiousness of which 
she might hereafter be guilty. Nor 
was slander so very erroneous in judg- 
ing that the seeds of that effrontery, 
which could glory in the notoriety of 
an indecorum, and that cruelty which 
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could exult in the misery of innocence^ 
would in time produce a prolific crop 
of profligacy* Nor do I hesitate to 
pronounce the venal wanton, chaste 
in comparison of her^ who, unseduced 
by any temptation but her own pas- 
sions, indulged, till they became inor- 
dinate, pauses on the abyss of vice, 
calculates what advantages may result 
from the infamy which she is going to 
incur, palters with the devil, and 
strikes a bargain of worldly advantage 
against that dreadful hazard of eternal 
punishment which pre-concerted guilt 
ever braves. For, be it remembered, 
adultery is a premeditated crime. The 
inclination to offend must often be 
subdued before it is indulged ; the plan 
of seduction and deceit must be ar- 
ranged, methodized, suspended, and 
resumed. The husband must be blind- 
ed, the monitor removed, the assigna-^ 
tion formed, and the attendants cor^ 



rupted, before the culprits can ^ud it 
convenient to consummate their guilt. 
But women of Paulina's stamp «6ldom 
extend their views beyond the things 
that are temporal ; and amid all the 
characters wliich slje assumed, and all 
the virtues which she affected^ she 
was too much a stranger to its feelings 
to attempt that of religion. 

Her method of parrying public 
odium was not by pretending to correct 
her conduct, but by more openly dis- 
playing her superiority. She consi- 
dered envy as the source, of much of 
the sarcasm and insult which she now 
experienced, and perhaps she was not 
erroneous in this conclusion. The 
doors of so many houses of fashion 
were now shut against her, that she 
could no longer preserve that nice se- 
lection of society which only admitted 
high ton and literary celebrity on her 
visiting list. She was even glad to 
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leave a card as Lady Caddy's, and to 
be enrolled in the duchess of Sting- 
well's CQterie. Nor let the reader start 
at ladies of such carrect character ad- 
mitting so suspicious ^a member into 
their hallowed precincts. The world 
had talked so much of the earl of 
Avondel and his fair friend, that the 
duchess declared it was a duty shQ 
owed to society to observe this wo- 
tnan's manners herself, ,Her ranks had 
been rather thinned by la recent impor- 
tation^of Irish officers, who had car- 
ried off some of her well-jointured wi- 
dows and rich spinsters. It became 
necessary for her grace to recruit her 
numbers, and long experience had 
told her none made such admirable in-, 
quisitors as those who knew by expe-; 
rience the active properties of scandal.^ 
Here then, and at Lady Caddy's, the 
degraded Paulina exerted her musical 
and histrionic powers; here poured 
« 3 
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forth the seul of song, displayed the 
commanding graces, and spoke the 
glowing ebullitions of genius which 
had charmed the refined connoisseurs of 
an enlightened nation. She novfr filled 
up the vacuums of frivolity, and as- 
sisted the labours of repletion. She 
was heard after the lie of the day had 
been circtilated, and relieved the uni- 
versal yawn incident to a dearth of in- 
trigue. The company whom Sir Jo- 
seph Caddy's turtle had assembled, 
stared at her exhibitions, pronounced 
them monstrously good, wondered at 
the lady's memory, lost half she said, 
and misunderstood the rest; and her 
ladyship's friends hoped that Electua 
or Angelica would not takemuch*time, 
as the evening hardly allowed more 
than five rubbers. In compliance with 
that gregarious code of social law^s 
which fashion had then just promul- 
gated; and which has since been ho- 
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noured by universal obedience, the 
mistresses of these respective mansions, 
glad of every thing which drew a crowd 
to their houses, courted Paulina's com- 
pany ; and though she was too re- 
fined to afford them any real amuse- 
ment, their guests flocked to the 
spot which gave them an opportunity 
of saying, they had seen the Italian 
lady whom every body talked about. 
The duchess and Lady Caddy were 
indeed women of too great virtue to 
defend her conduct. Her grace 
cboly submitted it to the scalping 
knives of her friends the moment 
tlic rattle of Paulina's wheels an- 
nounced her to be out of hearing, and 
enjoyed the dissection of her new 
friend's reputation in silence, till she 
thought the lagging vigour of the ope- 
rators wanted the refreshment of her 
own pungent salts. As to Lady Cad- 
dy, she constantly protested, that if 
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there were any thing actually wrong 
between Lord Avondel and Lady Pau- 
lina, she neither would nor could de- 
fend it; which observation I think 
amounted to saying, that if vice were 
vice, she would not try to make it 
virtue which in these times certainly 
is going a great way towards veracity. 
Each of these ladies could justly af- 
firm, that their houses never bad been 
polluted by meetings between the cri- 
minals^ for one especial reason* Fal- 
len as the earl was, he was stilt like 
Milton's Beelzebub, majestic though 
in ruin/' Nor did this pillar of state, 
in whose grave aspect deliberation sat, 
and public care, and whose look drew 
audience and attention still as night,'" 
condescend to frequent less respectable 
circles than those in which he was ac- 
customed to move* It was only when 
hp had engagements of which Paulina 
mas forbidden to partake that she es-- 
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caped from reflection, and gratified 
the' cravings of inordinate vanity by 
that meagre food which the wonder of 
ignorance afforded to one whose exer- 
tions had used to command admira^ 
tion and enrapture taste. 

About this time Lady Glenvorqe 
received an unexpected visit from Lady 
Selina Delamore^ of whom, though 
long unmentionedi I have not lost 
sight. The rumours of Emily's un- 
happiness and declining health had 
penetrated the retreat of Lime Grove, 
and more severely tried the resignation 
of the pious recluse than all her own 
sorrows. She was tempted to ask, 
why does artless innocence suffer, and 
why does vice prosper? or to deter- 
mine hastily to step forward, vindicate 
her injured niece, and expose her tor- 
menters. Her clear comprehension of 
those divine promises contained in the 
sacred volume, Vhich was her daily 
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study, and her obedience to the pre- 
cepts it enjoined, soon taught her in 
this, as in eveiy former trial, to turn 
her eyes to him who knows what is 
best for us during our mortal pilgri- 
mage; and her knowledge of Lord 
Avondel's disposition convinced her, 
that unless the most enliglitened wis- 
dom and commanding influence guided 
the conduct of the mediatrix, Emily's 
sorrows could not be alleviated by her 
interference. And would sympathy 
relieve them? Would sh^ be better 
able to support the loss of her lord's 
affection by having wept on the bo- 
som of her maternal friend, and told 
her how inestimably she valued the 
heart of which she had been artfully 
deprived ? She knew Lady Glenvarne 
would be attentive and compassiouatCj 
but one suggestion struck her mind^ 
would she also be a monitress ? It was 
possible Emily might be faulty, might 
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have committed some error which 
tended to excuse Lord Avondel, and 
the reformation of which miglit re- 
store his truant love. She trusted to 
the discernment and exphcitness of 
the Marchioness, and it was with the 
view of knowing her sentiments that 
she resolved to visit her, without in- 
forming her niece that she was in 
London till she knew whether seeing 
her could answer any good purpose, to 
counteract the certain ill of exasperat- 
ing the earl, and. drawing from her 
that full avowal of wretchedness which 
in griefs of her peculiar kind, rather 
aggravates than cures. 

Lady Selina listened with pleasure to 
the marchioness's assurances, that no 
hiame attached to the amiable coun- 
tess, whose only fault consisted in 
that extreme susceptibility which re* 
suits from acute feelings instead of 
unbridled passions, and calls for for* 
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bearance and protecting fortitude as 
duties that firm intrepid man owes to 
his weak and gentle helpmate,. . and 
which Emily certainly might boast her 
husband shewed her till the subtle 
Italian behetted him round'' with 
snares. Her punctual adherence to 
her aunt's advice, of concealing ^er 
unhappiness, was proved by Lady 
Glenvorne's declaring^ that though she 
was the only friend who had auy pre- 
tension to her confidence, not a word 
to her lord's disadvantage ever escape 
ed her lips. **The accounts of Pau-. 
lina's mortifications, which (said the 
marchioness) I could not help having 
a pleasure in communicating, seem to 
give her satisfaction, for human na- 
ture could not be indifferent on such 
an occasion j but she only presses my 
hand with a look of gratitude, dries 
her eyes, begs me not to go too far, 
and starts some other subject. I trust. 
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however, that as she grows somewhat 
more cheerful, she alsd cherishes the 
hope that this high-minded man can- 
not long submit to patronize infamy. - 
1 think she suffers more from consi- 
dering his degradation than from a 
sense of her own wrongs-"' 

Lady Glenvorne now delicately sug* 
gested to her friend the possibility,, 
that her once all-powerful influence 
might counteract the abandoned Pau- 
lina's, and asked her if she could sup- 
port an interview with the earl. The 
calm and elevated Selina shuddered at 
the proposal. If it could dissolve 
an iUicit connection," said she, if 
it could snatch the beloved Avondel 
from a life of guilt, and restore him 
to his injured wife, my own feelings 
should not prevent me from making a 
dreadful disclosure, which must con- 
vince him of the extensive unexpect- 
ed consequences." Here she paused. 
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clasped her hands, and uttered a fefr 
vent petition for divine support and 
direction. 

*^My indignation," resumed Lady 
Glenvorne, "has, I perceive, trans-» 
ported mc too far in niy censures of a 
connection which hlasts the chaste 
love of our dearest Emily. Highly 
reprehensible as I consider the earl 
to be, in withdrawing his affections 
from his wife, and publicly devoting 
his attention to a niarried woman of, 
to use the softest terms, suspicious 
principles and doubtful fame ; weak 
and scandalous as I hold it in him to 
declare himself bound in honour to be 
her protector, while he deserts those 
.whom God and nature call him to 
cherish and support ; though I deem 
that friendship a sin which virtually 
breaks the preferenct prescribed by 
marriage, and that degree of flirtation, 
mental adultery, which withdraws the 
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heart from those to whom it is pledged 
by solemn vows ; I still believe, that, 
by an absurd sophistry unworthy his 
understanding and principles, Avon* 
d<l is self-satisfied, and thinks his be* 
haviour justifiable^ which he could not 
do if he bad really committed the gros- 
ser crime- So Innate are bis princi- 
ples of honour, that I know be would 
then feel degraded, and though he is 
practised in life's subtle maze he has 
too liiuch ingenuousness to know him« 
self to be a villain without being hum* 
bled at his own shame/' 

Lady Selina answered, that in these 
cireamstances she knew her interfer- 
ence would be of no avail. She ob- 
served it was difficult to convince a 
criminal of his faults, while through a 
p.erversion of the understanding con- 
science acted as an advocate instead of 
an accuser. The false generosity of 
supporting what be esteemed slander^- 
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ed innocence, might obviate every pka 
she could urge. ITie expected arrival 
of Greneral Monthermer would tend to 
develops Paulina's character, and no* 
thing could so soon detach Avondel 
from her as those violent measures 
/which it was probable her unbridled 
passions might suggest. As it was im^^ 
possible for Lady Selina to remain tran^ 
quil at Lime-Grove while the Avon^ 
dels continued in this distressing. states 
she consented to adopt Lady Glen^ 
vorne's plan^ of residing in London in- 
cognita, where the marchiouess. might 
give heir daijy information. 

The wily Paulina perceived, that of 
all the arts she bad used to detach the 
earl from his wife none bad been, m 
Buccessful as.seeii)ing to fa&ten oak. her 
the crime of duplicity With the cenr 
aoriousness common to a depraved cha^ 
racter, which generally judges from 
its corrupt inclinations^ she once ex* 



141 



p^t^d to firid aome indiscretion which 
might have subjected the countess to 
the suapicion of a criminal amour — 
but so blameless was her behaviour, 
that it seemed as easy to, charge her 
with high treason as with a thought 
that militated against her wedded 
faith. Norbury indeed was ready to se- 
cond her aims* by boldly proclaiming 
himself the lover and the champion of 
the nfost lovely and ihost injured of 
her sex ; but as the object of his vows> 
secluded in her own deserted mansion, 
never sparkled in the horizon of fa- 
shion« he cwld not even be seen pour- 
ing^ his vows into her cold and listless 
eat. It was impossible therefore for 
Lord Avondel to justify his actions by 
recriminating censures on his wifcj 
whom, while he admitted her to bg 
perfectly virtuous, he despisied as a 
mean-spirited womaii» concealing much 
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duplicity and petty art under the mask 
of ingenuousness. 

But human nature in its 1x;st shape 
is so remote from perfection that Pau- 
lina thought it would be useful to con* 
firm the earl's hatred by some new dis- 
covery of his wife's unworthiness^ lest, 
when his indignation at her exposing 
him for a cruel husband subsided, he 
should ask himself if he were justified 
in abandoning her for one fault ? La- 
dy Caddy's early intimacy with the 
Mandeville family promised to open a 
fair field on which penetration and in- 
vention might work under the direc- 
tion of malevolence. Though no two 
human beings were ever more unlike 
than the elegant high-spirited Italian 
and the mean vulgar English woman, 
a violent friendship was formed be- 
tween them, by the adhesive proper- 
ties of nHitual accommodation and 
mutual hatred to Lady Avondel, whom 
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PauHna detested as the wife of her be- 
loved, and Lady Caddy as the meaBS 
of preventing her from entrapping Sir 
Walter Mandeville. For strongly as 
she loved her dear Sir Joseph she was 
so attached to Mandeville Castle, that 
the death of its possessor could not 
divert her affectionate regard from 
what she thought would have been as 
well disposed of in a jointure as in 
swelling the rent-roll of the Avon- 
dels. Now, though a womati of Lady 
Caildy's virtue must, as I have before 
observed, hate all naughty proceed- 
ings, and though she entirely wiped 
her hands of countenancing the affair 
between the Lady Paulina and the earl, 
if there were any thing in it (Vhich 
indeed she doubted, never having seen 
them together) she saw no harm in 
visiting the suspected lady, having 
observed that the countenance and 
conversation of a woman of virtue 
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had sometimes preserved a backslid- 
ing sister from utter destruction. And 
really if there ever were two contem- 
porary Lucretias, and had th.ey met to 
abuse the Tarquins of the day, their 
conversation could not have been 
more correct than that of these ini- 
mitable friends, who talked over 
every real and suspected faux-pas 
and crim-con of the past and present 
age withsuch shudderinghorror, that it 
was wonderful their health was not in^ 
jured. Paulina in particular turned up 
her eyes and sighed out her hopes^ 
that she should never fall into such 
terrible disgrace, with so much pathos^ 
that Lady -Caddy became convinced 
she \vas purity personified. 

" I had no conception," said 
lina one morning to her dear friend, 

that the morals of English women 
were so very corrupt. Indeed, they 
exceed us Italians in, depravity ; for 
though the manners of our country 
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give a greater licence, and .sanction 
those intimacies and attachments be- 
tween the different sexes which ( I have 
cause to lament) subject women in this 
country to undeserved reproach, yet 
actual guilt is so rare with us that a fa- 
mily is thought degraded which ranki 
one abandoned woman among its fe* 
males/ Really, my dearest Caddy, I 
think, like the great men of the East, 
your nobles wear the horn as a symbol 
of honour. But let me correct my- 
self, the Mandevilles, Delamores, and 
Avondels, are exceptions. You have 
said nothing against them, so I con- 
dude all their spinsters were Dianas 
and their matrons Faunas/' 

Lady C^ddy shook her head. 

"Mercy exclaimed Paulina ; "this 
is too shocking, but you are a friend* 
to these families and I will not urge 
you to disclose their secrets." 

VOL. Ill, H 
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'''You will not breathe a syllable to 
Lord Avondel?" 

. " Certainly not. Lord A vondel ^ncl I 
have so much to say on other subjects 
relative to. our respective studiigs> the 
climates and scenes we have visitfd?: 
and the present state pf the Eur^peaa 
CQurts — ^^ludeed, I see so little of Lord 
Avondel except when he has the good- 
ness to escort me abroad, for you know, 
W^f foreigners always expect a cicjsbpoy 
that L could, not find an opportunity, 
of talking to him about liis own or hif 
lady's rejations. My. dearest . Ca^jfly^ 
how^ odd it is in you to think I c\^^ 
Uke such a.UUerty ^Yith.Lor^. Avoft^f 
del." ' 

Lady Cadily )ben, lik^ aaother P^n- 
dorp,, rjused th^ Jid of , her box, and 
out flew seci;^ts, innumera.M?- • Th^. 
earl's at^chment tp Lady Selina Pela-. 
more, the separation of that lady p fa,-/ 
ther and mother, for no good certainjj'. 
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lliougli js^he never heard the partica:'- 
culars ; the eccentricity and extrava* 
gance of Lady Honoria Maudeville» 
the mysterious conclusion of- Lord 
AvoBdel's first engagement^ and the 
mirement of the lady, were all detail- 
-ed under solemn injunctions of secrecy. 
For as the earl had lately been very 
gracious to Sir Joseph, either for re^i- 
hohs of state, or in gratitude for tlio 
countenance he afforded to his friend, 
her ladyship would not for the uni- 
verse have offended his lordship or di- 
minished her hope of one day seeing 
his name in her visiting list. Lady 
Paulina' promised on her honour not to 
repeat what had been told her, and 
though, as -Touchstotie QbseEWgi 
oath is not bindip ^^en we svf^r by 
what we have r^,^" she scriju^ulously 
kept her word b; ^^''^^^^ly- ^ 
the intelligence tf ^ she had cast it into& 
^iucb a shape, th^t «veu Ladjr <;ad^ 

'ft 
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could not have recognized it as her 
own communication. 

The next day, wlien they were alone, 
Paulina carefully fastened the door of 
the anti-room, and renewed the attack 
in whispers. " I have scarcely rested, 
my good friend," said she, *' since you 
communicated to me this most extra- 
ordinary/ occurrence. You say Lord 
Avondel really was attached to that 
equivocal Selina?" 

O most deeply i Every body 
knoM^s that whatever he may now pre- 
tend, lie never will feel such a regard 
for any other." 

Paulina coloured deeper than her 
rouge, but suppressed her vexation at 
this mortifying assurance, and went 
on to ask, if no blame, no malevolent 
whispers, were attached to his charac- 
ter on this occasion? Lady Caddy 
was courtly enough to answer, that he 
tbas above reproach. Paulina observed. 
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there must have been some motive for 
i Sellna's retirement; and with fresh as- 
sarances of secrecy urged her friend to 
be communicative* Why," said 
Lady Caddy, with important gravity, 
if you will be very reserved, — I do re- 
member when I was a little child play- 
ing about the room that I heard Mrs. 
Caudle tell my mother she had suspect- 
ed something a great while/' 

Dreadful/' exclaimed Paulina ; 

visible proofs of indiscretion ?" 

*'I conclude so, and I think they said 
something of a captain who was seen 
to leave the family with whom she 
resided at a very early hour/' 

" Does Lord Avondel know this re* 
portr 

" He did not for many years I am 
sure, for he went abroad inconsolable ; 
but I suspect he has discovered some- 
thing since his marriage, for I find h^ 
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ftas forbidden his wife to hav'^e ao^ in«- • 
tercoarse with her aunt." 

•'Her aunt?** returned Paulina with 
a j^arcastic smile, and eyes fixed on her 
companion's face. Are you not coti* 
rinced that she is her mother 

Lady Caddy started, owned she was 
set upon thinking if it were possible, 
I^dy Honoria Mandeville was one of 
the most wayward creatures in the 
world. She concluded with saying, 

she certainly had a daughter." 

•* True/* answered PauKna, but in- 
fants sometimes die> and to conceal a 
sister's disgrace — *' 

I do recollect," Baid Lady Caddy, 
^ the little girl was taken ill while Sir 
James was out of England; and the 
neighbourhood said, if she died, it 
would be through the mother's neglect 
and mismanagement, and that her 
husband, who doated on this child, 
never would forgive hen But really, I ' 
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ftlwxiys thought ishe liv^d awd is now 
Lady Avondel." 

** 'Pray, my dearest friend, did this 
happen just at the time of Selina's 
disappearing 
" No, it was afterwards." 

Just as I expected. Was aiiy in- 
tercourse kept up between Selina and 
her relations after h^r retirement ?" 

She never came to Mandeville 
Castle while Sir James lived. Lady 
Honoria survived him, and when she 
lay dyrng, Setima came and took the 
cMWren^'^ 

The girl you mean ?'*^ 
'''No, both ; but she gave up th^ 
boy to General Mandeville." 

And became doatingly fond of 
tJie girl r** 

* '*Yes, educated and idolized her.** 
And at last contiived to marry 
hter to her Own duped degraded lover 
. " You have opened a new world to 
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me. Lady Paulina. I do really thmfc 
what you hint at is possible.'' 

Possible ! my worthy friend: Iiow 
much has your candour hoodvyinked 
your penetration not to have suspected 
that their attachment was to;o remark- 
able for aunt and niece. But *tis 
ever thus with great minds, and if sa- 
gacity were not impeded by the un- 
suspicious tendency of general bene- 
voJence, it would be impossible for 
vicious characters to support them- 
selves in the world. You mu&t allow 
me to reprove you for the only fault I 
have ever seen in you, it is excess of 
eharity. You ape tooapt to think people 
as worthy as yourself* 

Lady Caddy had no idea that she 
was thus credulously kind, and pro^ 
mised to amend what she owned was a 
great error. On reflectiog on this 
Subject," said she, ^' I do think Lac]y 
Honoria's real daughter qertainly died. 
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for three physicians Were sent for, and 
five apothecaries sat up io succession. 
There vas such fear lest Sir James 
should hear of it, and when the child 
got better .it was all hushed up." 

Paulina now inquired into the nature ^ 
of the disorder, and finding it was the 
small pox declared no father could 
know a child after the ravages of that 
disease. Is it not suvprising/' said , 
she» that the pretended heiress of 
of Mandeville Castle bears no vestige 
of that distemper V 
. Lady Caddy paused a few moments> . 
wd then exclaimed, ''The changeling 
has no right to Mandeville Castle/' . 

None, unquestionably,'' answered 
Paulina. If the fraud should be dis- 
cov^di the wealthy heiress will be 
reduced to the wprth of her real fa- 
ther's commission.'' The scrupulous 
justice of Lady Caddy now discovered, 
that it would be doing an honourable. 
H 3 
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action to make a journey into Dev<m« 
shire, and try what might he picked 
up from old servants, additig, that^ 
she could not bear to think, that 
eight thousand a y^ar was thrown* 
into an indirect line by koaimy aud^ 
imposition/' 

For the sake of tlie nobte ^^von*'^ 
del/' replied Paulina, let this^ biMi*-. 
ness remnin ap unexplored myst^^^ 
-^Remember we are. only suggertittg^: 
probabilities^ no^t ascerJtaining fiujtsl - 
The Handeville property is tliepos^^- 
session of one who wjll render^ it- ar 
public blessing, and by what you^llsiw* 
toldme af your English wbi^l^^ hid tiel^ 
iaa^goodas that oi^mo»t pf^bis oonteih^ 
poraries* Unhappy rrian f lie is snfil- 
ciently afflicted \Vitb a^ way\Afard' wif6-^ 
It woui* be cruel) to deprive hiiii^ttf* 
her fortune while the^nc«mb^aiiec 
ni ains unalienabl6r^ Stse Jiow the ex-- , 
ample of yovMP confidence haef betrayei^ 
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my prudence. You are the first to 
whom 1 e^er divulged my regret at 
Ldrd Avonders domestic wretclied- 

Intrusted with secrets and surmi- 
ses of such cotsequence, Lady Caddy 
returned Iiome to ruminate^ and soon 
changed the possible ihto the proba- 
ble ; and again metamorphosed what 
was likely into what Was true. iShe 
drove to Lady Paulina's next mornings 
and on her road thither met with fre^li 
cotifirmation, for to the eye of slander 
as well as to that of jealousy, trifles: 
aftbrd cl^ar evidence of facts. 

My admirable friend," said sh6, out 
of breath, " are you quite alone? O 
I am so impatient : all you tokt me 
yesterday is ftict'* 

Pardon me," replied Paulina^ 
*^ the communication Was yours : I 
only drfew inferences from tlie facta, 
you »tatedt'* 
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No matter, " returned Lady Caddy, 
" which of us made the discovery ; 
tis all very true. The creature is in 
Loudon, the very Selina Delamore* 
I am confident I have seen her. It is 
nut a trifle whiclj has brought her from 
Lime Grove. There is some plot> 
some diabolical mischief about secur- 
ing Castle Mandeville." 

Much as Paulina depended on her 
own power over Lord Avondel, she 
felt alarmed, at the idea of having, her 
influence disputed by a woman of 
whose attractions and abilities she had 
conceived as much apprehension as she 
underrated the passive charms of Emi* 
ly ; and she listened . with trepidation 
to Lady Caddy's, account, that she bad 
met her in the Park that morning in 
Lady Glen vomers carriage. The mar- 
chioness was known to patronise the 
injured countess, and no doubt she 
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had brought Selina to London to advice 
and comfort Emily. 

*'Tis really shocking," said Paulina, - 
endeavouring to conceal her dismay, 
to what lengths an abandoned woman^ 
who is careless of what she knows to 
be a ruined character, will go. I un- 
derstood you that Lord Avondel fbr-. 
bad all intercourse between his coun-r 
tess and this creature ?" 

•* Unquestionably he did, and I am 
amaxed the marchioness should have 
tlie impertinence to advise the breach 
of his orders. I was bowing to her as 
we passed, when the wind blew aside 
the blind, and I saw who was her 
^companion. I could not be mistaken, 
.for I was using my opera glass, having 
observed Lady Glenvorne generally 
wears very becoming morning bon- 
nets-" 

Paulina agreed with her friend> that 
such interference in family aiiairs must 
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not be connived at,' and Lady Caddy 
was deputed ta dwcoref the jjreserit 
bode and habits of the incognita. She 
Boon returned laden With full particu- 
lars and positive proof of the marchio*- 
ness's connivance at the rebellion of 
Emily and Lady SeKna. I'he mine 
beings thus fully prepared, Paulina 
commenced bei attack on^ the earl of 
Avondek 
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CHAP, xxv: 



^ We are too delicftte» . 

We tlunk it wit to argne it away ; 

A plainer man would not feci half ydnr pains,-' 

BkttoMe Inwo tooi&iMh madaUL to behanor. 

FOSSESSEB of proo&ol^kGtuai diff- 
obedience, and such suspicious ofspu* 
rious biTtti afi would unsetlle a mind de«^ 
licate even tO' fastidiousness^ Paulina 
liopedto^dicate^om Lord Avondd^s 
Beaft erery remaining sentiment pf e^-^ 
ttem ibr hift^ unfortunate wife. Ske took 
tMt tHat at bia next visit be should. 
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surprise her in tears. Unlike the ma- 
jority of her sex^ PauHna had recourse 
to this "mode of attack only on extra- 
ordinary occasions, and by the rare- 
ness of its use made the manoeuvre ir« 
resistible ; and at the same time in^^ 
pressed her infatuated lover with a 
high idea of her fortitude, as contrast- 
ed with the undesigning and artless^ 
but too frequent sorrovv&.of Emily^ 

These itnusual signs of distress a- 
larme^ Avondel. He inquired if it 
proceeded from the illness of her son ? 
She answered her Sydney^ was well, but 
she was in so melancholy an humour, 
that »he doubted whether any eyent 
which secured him from feeling t)^, 
sure . attendants of protracted life 
ought to afflict her. I allude," said 
she, /^ not to |>hysicai bat m^ral ill&4,: 
Tis weakoess and foUy to coi|)plai»,<^ 
the common infimiUes of d4$Qa<ie» :the 
inclemency of the:m80os, ,or the vi- 
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chsitudfs of fate and fortutie. But 
there are miseries which the generousr 
heart is most prone to feel, against 
. which wisdom, valour, virtue, every 
distinguishing quality of the mind^ 
every acquired accomplishment*'— 
Here she turned her eyes on the earl, 
and then averting them with a sort of 
agonized compassion, exclaimed, O 
my friend, I have heard such a tale, 
but I dare not trust my own prudence 
and plighted confidence. Let me in** 
treat you to leave me lest I betray my^ 
self and make you wretched/' 

The earl answered with great firm- 
ness, that atnoiig the duties of that 
aacred character with which she had 
honoured him, one was not to leave 
her when she appeared to want advice 
w consolation. *^Nor am I," said he, 

rendered so callous by the reiterate 
. ed wounds of disappointment and sor-- 
raw as to be insensible of the impend- 
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ing evil which you seem to intimate 
now points at me." 

" And you have really suffered^ 
really endured the pangs of hll^sted 
hope and undeserved affliction ? GocU- 
like man ! Every interview disclos<js 
new exeellencie«. This is the first 
time I Ijave ever heard you^ con^plain^ 
o£ the injiistiee of fortune. By the. 
serenity and constant elevation of your 
mind, I should have <rharact6rized jiout 
as dignified Content FepoMog 4!q tb<r 
of Prosperity." 

To mafce a coQspliment t^&tMi(ll^ 
we should aim at discovering whef the 
complimented wishes to 'be tht)ught» 
iiatfaer than what be really is. As Lord 
Avoqdel preserved in public a lofty 
reseive respecting Im own ejq^4a- 
tions, he was net aware that he so faf 
relaxed in private that scarcely a day: 
passed without his permitting hiio^elf 
ta uuhosom hia. moofgi and 



163 



pointments to his confidetitial frlet\d$k 
But as he piqued himself on the cfaa* 
racter of patient magnanimity, and 
despised thtit of m habitual gmmbler, 
he did not, while listening to Paulina'^ 
eulogy, recdllect tliat ill-founded. praise 
is biting satire* . 

My inestimable friend/' said he, 
apparently intoxicated with the «\veot 
beverage his Circe had prepared witk 
so much skill, the world in it$ best 
pomt of view afibrds Kittle^ grMiff 
a refined and intelligent mmcf, ^GTpe-^. 
cialiy if itjs ^arly visions xvtre devoted 
to the contemplation of intaginary per- 
fection." The deep sigfe wbioh 
companied this remark, though it 
proved Emily's incapacity to realke 
the romantic dreams of his youthful 
fancy, told Paulina the unwelconie 
truth, that all her blandishments ami 
all her graces had not oliliterated the 
iaddible impresrfon of Selina's pure^ 
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and sublime attraction^. The indig- 
nant feelings of offended vanity and 
disappointed love renewed her courage, ^ 
and she resolved to supplant her rival 
or lose him for ever. 

My dearest Avondel,*' said she, in 
a tone of soft compassion, ** I have . 
lieard the Story of your early love. 
Your wrongs and woes are of such a 
nature that you only could feel, you 
only pardon; and since I find you 
know what I was unwilling to commu*» 
nicate» I must say that I revere your 
magnanimity in forgiving that unhap* 
py woman so far as to allow her ,to 
reside near her daughter/' 

Avondel's eyes shot fire. Pale as 
death, and trembling with horror, in a 
sepulchral tone he exclaimed, Un- 
hap^py woman ! Daugther ! Whom — 
what do you mean ?" 

" What have I said ?" answered 
Paulina, Have I made any discn* 
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▼ery? Do you not know thai; Lady 
Selina DelanQO<)e lives in-* — ^stiect, 
where your wife visits her with L«ady 
Glenvorne?" 

•'What daughter?" inquired the 
agonized earl, stamping with anguish. 

My wife is Seiina's niece." 

** O yes, certainly her niece. The 
world calls her so. Dearest Avondel, 
how you terrify me by this extrava- 
gance. I begin to fear I have tor- 
tured you by disclosing something 
you were not apprized of.'* 
' I am calm/' auswered Lord Avon- 
deL " Do you know any thing to 
dfisprove the fact of Emily's beiiig the 
daughter of Sir James A^landeville by 
Lady Honoria ?" 

What can a stranger know on such 
a subject? , Do not let a naistaken apr 
pellation, hastily uttered, convey such 
suspidons to your mind. Your wife 
inherits the MandevUle fortunes. She 
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brought iTp as the child of thai fa* 
tnily* Absurd suggestion ! Why should 
yott suppose her the child of Selina 

Till Paulina suggested it, Avondei 
iiiaver had formed sitch a conjecture. 
It now shot across .his bcain like a 
barbed arrow^ He saw it ia the shape 
of a terrific vision too horrible to be 
defined. Sinking into gloomy silence 
be shuddered at the rccoUection <if 
^ome circumstances which told.him i^ 
ViigAt^be tine: O, worse than death ? 
O state more dolorous than the turba- 
lent fantasies orf r«al dtsti'action ! To 
survive the destruction of aU those 
comforts which untainted honour and 
conSGioas rectitude could confirm! 
Selina must have had some reason for 
lier conduct to him, some motive for 
her coneealmenty some imperative 
cause which still condemned her to sir 
lenee. She confessed she had, and that 
the diicevcry would make him wretch-r 
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Wretched indeed 1 He had a- 
^ored a-stpumpel:, and married the ofF- 
spfiag of that illicit amour which 4md 
Coined his youth to despair and mor- 
tlfioaticm. Did he hold the ampl6 
possessions of the Mandeville and De- 
kmore families by a spurious title, to 
the injury of the lawful inheritors ? If 
wealth and justice were incompatible, 
the former had no attractions iil his 
€jye. He would dolF the purloined robe 
•of opulence, and return to that honour- 
able poverty which bred no secret re- 
prdsiohes to taunt an upright mind, 
^es, he would again be the poor earl 
^f Avondel, an<l educate his son to 
gain his subsistence by his sword, ra- 
ther than suffer him to -profit by the 
crimes of his actual progenitors. Was 
he then to publish Emiiy's disgrace? 
JHis reflections took another turn. 
Wasf it probablt?, or indeed possible^ 
that the.Maiidevilles should knowingly 
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adopt the base issue of a relative 
of Lady Honoria's, a woman whose 
folly and extravagance they ever con- 
demned ? They must have been cheated 
by the introduction of a supposititious 
child. But had Honoria the weakness 
thus to injure her own offspring? Had 
Selina the art and baseness to conduct 
such a fraud ? He recalled to his mind s 
eye the undefaced impression of her 
countenance^ so mild and ingenuous, 
so replete with purity and disinterest* 
edness. Could he connect the idea of 
a wanton and a swindler with those 
features? A fresh thought suggested 
itself to his mind ; might not Paulina 
be artful and malicious ? I can no 
otherwise account for this suspicion 
not ripening into conviction, than 
from his raising his eyes to look at her 
features, when seeing beauty in its 
most fascinating form fixed in contem- 
plating his emotion and weeping for 
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his distress, he afforded another in- 
stance, of the lamentable truth* that 
the wisest heads and noble hearts," 
when duped by female artifice, betray 
as much folly and criminality as infe- 
rior minds, who, in their more fre- 
quent deviations from rectitude, do 
not so much shock our moral feelings^ 
as those who we know must do vio- 
lence to thdr natures when they re- 
nounce the obligations of duty. 

Paulina suffered Avondel to rumi- 
nate, till she saw his scrutinizing 
glances fixed on her face, and then 
called in the assistance of language to 
confirm the powerful artillery of her 
eyes. She grasped his hand, intreated 
his forgiveness; but," said she, 
if you are so merciful, I never shall 
forgive myself for the torture my in- 
discretion has *^iven you. Is it pos- 
sible? 1 win n6t ask you in this mo- 
ment of your surprise and anger, but 

VOL. Ill* I 
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will you in future endeavour to acquit 
aie of any base motive? lily tongue 
should have rcst«d in eternal sileuce, 
had I not thought from your owniug 
yourself unhappy, that you had heard 
these distressing rwmours." 

Lord Avondel listened no 'longer, 
hut bade her tell him^ what distress- 
ing rumours she meant. 

I shall wound your delicacy, my 
lord, and shock my own ; but I have - 
gone too far to he reserved now. The 
cause of Selina's sudden retirement is 
too clearly ascertained; her matronly 
friends perceived its necessity. It is 
very trae Lady Mandevilje* had a 
daughter born about thiat time, l^ut 
there is, I fear, too positive proof that 
this child died in her infancy, through 
the mother's negligence. She was then 
living on very ill terms with her. hus- 
band; he was absent/ he adored thi« 
child: it was necessary therefore that 
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Its loss -should be supplied. ' The rert 
I i>wn is all inference and conjecture, 
founded on a visit which Selina made 
to her sister, and her extraordinaiy 
fondness for your Emilia. It may be a 
malevolent conclusion; of this at least 
Selina must be acquitted, your mar- 
riage vith the ostensible heiress of the 
Mandevilles is not to be ascribed to 
her influence." 

The young countess's evil genius at 
this moment suggested to the earPs 
mind her innocent acknowledgment, 
that it was her aunt who first taught 
her to love him, and the- playful con- 
fession of bridal tendjerness was now 
tortured by the brain-^ick nobleman^ 
into another proof of a diabolical plot 
to disgrace him, and secure an ho- 
nourable establishment in marriage for 
the base-bom foundling she had* sur- 
reptitiously, foisted into an illustrious 
lamily. -Thus was his whole life reii«- 
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dered miserable; thus was infamy en- 
tailed on his posterity, by one he had 
contemplated as the paragon of perfec- 
tion. 

Again his soul recoiled irom this 
conclusion. On what was it founded ? 
An unauthenticated tale, perhaps in- 
vented by some malignant gossip, and 
repeated by a woman, faultless indeed 
as far as respected himself; but were 
he Monthermer, could he place any 
confidence in her fidelity and veracity ? 
Yet she was a foreigner, and too much 
a stranger to the respective families to 
fabricate this story. Some rumours 
must be afloat. Oh ! the soul-harrow- 
ing thought, that there must be whis- 
pers of such a tendency! With a 
stern asplect, he bade Paulina give up 
her informer. 

It is my intention to do so," an- 
swered the false Italian, ^* but not tiH 
your agitation has so far subsided, as 
to convince me you will do nothing 
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rash, nothing Jhat will endanger your 
own reputation, op the rights of -your 
child. I will only at present tell you, 
that my friend is most sincerely yours^ 
and thinks you ought to be quiescent^ 
i^nless the nearest male heirs of the 
Mandevilles notice these rumpursj an4 
probably they are so remote, and their 
rights so dubious^ that their claims 
never can be adjusted, even if Lady 
Avondel's — 

" I have no business, Madam, with 
the rights of others. It will be suffi- 
cient for me to defend what are truly 
my own, or to resign what upon in-* 
vestigation appears to be indefensible, 
without being exposed to the disgrace 
of an iniquitous contest" 

Oh! ever true to rectitude and* 
truth! * said Paulina, with energetic 
warmth, " my informant will act, or 
be passive, as you require. If you 
wish for testimony^ the servants in " 
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the family and the medical attendants 
may be questioned." 

I shall take the management of 
this business into my own hand§/' re- 
turned the earl, rising, " my heart's 
first wish is to escape from a world in 
which 1 have lived too long." 

*' To privacy or to death would yoa 
go?'*- said Paulina, detaining him; 

in either state I. will be your attend- 
ant I will minister to your, unde- 
served sorrows, and if they wholly 
weigh down your mind, I will'escape 
with you to the world of spirits, and 
follow the friend of my soul through 
every change of his future existence/ 

" Paulina^ think of your stronger 
ties.'' 

"And have you no ties, Avondel? 
If you are at liberty to rescind yours, 
have not I the same freedom? Our 
husband and wife may console each 
•then Montherm«r will not be brok- 
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en^hearted ; he will find some passive, 
gentle, willing fair one, with a mind 
as vapid as his own. Our dear boys, 
indeed, will lament us ; those whom 
we hoped to inspire ,witli all the lofty 
energies of virtue, with scorn of de- 
ceit, with firmness to bear the sports 
of fortune-^" 

You talk vaguely/' 
" Surely not so vaguely as Avondel, 
. the patriot, tite statesman, the hero, 
the hope of his country, the admira- 
tion of Europe^ who has lived too 
long, because deceived and tormented 
by two bas6 and foolish woinen. Yet, 
if an infant bqy cannot bind you to 
existence, what can l.urge; I who 
have so recently offended you ? Shall 
I call you my life, my protector, my 
only guardian and friend? My lord, 
you must not go till you have heard 
an oath which may arrest your rash- 
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ness. Whaterer are your resolves, 
your fate shall be mine." 

Pity my distress, and do not ag- 
gravate it/' said Avondel, hiding his 
face with the decorum of a dying 
Caesar, unwilling to shew his manly 
features while distorted by agonizing 
grief. 

Tis I/' said Paulina, almost terri- 
fied by the success of her devices, 

that have made you thus wretched.'* 
No," said the earl, somewhat re- 
covering his fortitude, it was kind 
in you not to let me be the only igno-. 
rant person. But no more ; start some 
other subject, wide as the antipodes. 
Have you tried your new harp? He 
paused a moment, but ere she could 
waken the vibrating chords, he. started, 
and asked her if the rumour were ge- 
nerally credited ?" 

Desirous to unravel pa.rt qf her web 
of mischief, Paulina owned it was 



merely a cautious whisper, which, if 
managed with prudence, might soon 
die away. " It seems," continued shei? 
*^ revived by Lady Selina's re-appear- 
ance, and the only measure I should 
recommend, would be insisting on her 
leaving London." 

In tlie more irritating suspicion of 
his wife's disgraceful birth, Lord 
Avondcl had lost sight of this positive 
act of disobedience, which he deter- 
mined to notice with due severity. 
Tossed in the whirl of contending pas- 
sions, he had yet the judgment to per- 
ceive that the sympathy of his dear 
and excellent friend aggravated his 
distress. - Affecting, therefore, a'com- 
posure which he did not feel, he as- 
sured her that his principles' and cha- 
racter would preserve both his conduct 
and person from any act of hasty 
frenzy, and with cordial assurances of 
forgiveness, and even of gratitude for 
I 3 
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her last pro6f ,of friendship, lie liast-^ 
ened to a liome which had long been 
distasteful and was now terrible. 

Paulina's malice could not have fixed 
upon a day which was more likely ta 
give effect to her diabolical contriv- 
ances. It was the second anniversary 
of Lord AvondeKs marriage, and as 
the comthoii decencies of life required 
that it should be celebrated like the* 
first, on pain of having all the gossips- 
in London know what a painfid alter- 
ation one year had made, he had felt 
himself obliged to make that a festival 
which, even previously to his visit to 
Paulina, he considered as a day of 
humiliation. A large dinner party had 
been invi-ted, and Emily, supported by 
hei> friend the marchioness, endea- 
voured, in the recollection of the sen- 
timents with which she had once wel- 
comed that morning, to forget her 
present feeling^. The earl, on his 
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jarf, was called upon to play the 
happy husband at the moment that hi« 
heart execrated the conmibjal tie; and 
he was to preserve his reputation as 
the elegant host and be&t bred man 
in Europe, whf le he bated' the whole 
world except Paulina> whom, not- 
withstanding an intimation that soch; 
ail occasional attention would be grate*- > 
fttl to him, the countess had omitted i 
in her invitations. / ' ^ 

He once determined tx> plead indis-< 
position and retirp to his chamber, but' 
remembering that this would fix the 
object he most wished to avoid by his » 
bed-side, and expose him to the tor- 
ture of her solicitations^ and to the 
impertinence of. medical attendance^ 
he resolved not -tD have Tecoursc^to- 
this plea, unless as an excuse for neg- 
ligence and* abstraction after the ladies^* 
had retired. Disdainit^g to be discoiu** 
certed by women, Ldrd Avondel eni-- 
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tered the djawiag-rooij); ^ith. all the 
ccmscious dignity of his^ lofty sax, 
feeling Uke OtheHo the bardness of 
dtssimulatioot. He received the con>- 
mon-place cam|>liniepts of \m friends 
with civiUty^ - £<nily advanced tOimeejt. 
him with all the timid lovelinej^ of 
apprdienstve tenderne^. ^'Qa tb^se 
oGcastond," said he» w.^ do well to 
revive the old baronial custtitns. Iri 
gratitude for the honour tady Ayondel 
did me, I mwt to day appear solely^ 
, hera'' The eswlpbured countess press- 
ed his offered liaud with fond affectioiif 
He led her to the dining table^ placed 
iHooaelf by lier side, and deputed bis 
.chaplain to act as host. The debit 
was admirable. Emily felt the viva* 
city slie before affected. Avondel took [ 
his wine rapidly, and with hurried, 
conviviality exerted himself to amuse 
and occupy the attentions of his guests. 
All would have glided off smoQ^tbly. 



hut for the presence of a character, 
wbicli ijever fails, to excite disturbance 
inth^ gJ\o^sy surface of fashionable so-, 
ciety* This was a Mr. Ficankly^ a 
plain I)ev:on«hire esquije, who knew . 
nothing of the world, utteued all he 
tlwught, and neve^ took the trouWc 
of intjuiriug^ ioto the connectioqa aQd. 
privaite histories of the . company he 
frequentjeid, and tjius became remark^ 
able, aujcl .1 may ad4 t-errible, for say- 
ing ^very tiling that should not have 
been named, without excepting the 
pr&ises pf th^^ political rival of his 
ho&t^ or t|)o in-jSdelaiy of the gallant of 
hi| hostess, Mr. Fr^ulfiy firsf probed 
LQrd Avondel's festerings wounds, by 
observing thq striking reseniibl^oe of 
the? ^c-ourttess to Lady Selina, whom lie 
had sroen .^.! MandeviUe Castle, and 
thcHight her the grgf^test beauty, of her 
agfi; H«.th^i^ scared the returning ro^e* 
ffo;tl Jlmily's chg^Ji^ .by .reBRfirkiftg* 



{hvit he had heard his old schoot-ftt^ 
Tiovr, General Monthermer, had mar-^ 
ried a Florentine lady, who- waa^ thcr 
most extraordinary person ever know^, 
rich, beautiful^ witty, and accom- 
plished. He found she was a friend of 
this family, wished he had met her, 
and appealed to Lady Avondel to say 
if she was indeed so dangerously cap- 
tivating. Nothing could have beenr 
easier or more correct than to have 
said Yes/' but Etnily was«dumh^ 
Ah emotion like being clioaked in- 
duced the earl to order a glass of wa- 
ter. She thanked him with her eyes-, 
and Lady Glenvome endeavoured to* 
relieve h^r by telling the native, that 
ladies never decided on each other's 
beauty; " Well ahen," said Frankly, 
" I'll appeal to the gentlemen. Come, 
my lord, give us your opinion. '* 
Which is entirely in her favour,'* re-- 
turned the carl, carelessly, "»nd E 



^ ptopoie Lady Paulina Montliermcr tor 
you as'a zest to a glass of champagne.'^ 

• Tbe joyous Frankly rubbed* his hands, 
called for a bumper, and declared* 
Iwmself delighted with his friend's 
good fortune, * 

I frnd he is expected iti England' 
so soon," said Frankly, that I will 
stay in Xondon till he comes, and' 
judge for myself of this wonderfu^ 
creature/' Emily asked, when the^ 
general was expected? Frankly an^ 
swered, that he had heard from Fal- 
mouth that the Indiamen were beating' 
about the mouth of the channel. He 
then expatiated on the uneasiness an* 
affectionate wi^e must endure whilst* 
ber husband was exposed to the con- 
fPicting element's; but the inaptitude* 
of this remark as applied- to Paulina 
had such an effect upon the company, 
that the pain of restraining their ri- 
sible muscles in due decorum was even. 
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visible to Frankly, .who looked round 
with astonishment, perceiving some- 
thing was wrong, but unable to guess 
what he could have said that was so, 
coveijtlj comical. Lady Glenvorne, 
pitying the countess's ill concealed 
agitation, complained of the heat of 
the room, and the ladies withdrew. 
Frankly started up ib admiration, fol- 
lowed Emily with his eyes, and then 
exclaimed, Never was such a resem- 
blance ! just her height, look, man- 
ner. I have rarely seen a daughter so 
lik^ a mother. " 

Daughter ! Mother !" Lord Avon- 
del felt these cahalistical words re* 
vive the slumbering scorpions which 
lacerated his heart He looked round 

to see if his friends understood that 
» 

they had a latent meaning, and, like 
most unhappy people who practise 
physiognomy in §tiieh circumstances, 
explained the embarrassment into 
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which his evident agitation bad throwa 
his guests into a corroboration that 
his shame was public. Mr* Frankly/' 
said he, with that petrifying look 
which would have silenced most men> 
your memoiy may have failed you. 
It is many years since you have seen 
the lady you allude to." He turned 
to address a person who sat opposite, 
but Frankly was invincible, ** No, 
my lord," said he, ''by the merest 
accident I discovered Lady Sclina 
walking In the park this morning very 
early. I should not have known her 
but from her voice. Perhaps your 
lordship may remember it was the 
most melodious that ever was heard. 
She was. talking to a lame-soldier whom 
shcr had relidved, I made myself 
known to her, and told her 1 was 
coming to dine here. We talked you 
all over. I find she lives in town, to 
bcL near her dear child, I suppose/' 



The earl answered, " You were inff- 
nilely fortunate," and continued to ^ 
avert his face from Frankly, secretly 
resolving to add preservation froin 
talkative rustics among his depreca- 
tory petitions. 

The company soon dispersed. A- 
vondel ordered a separate apartment, 
complained of indisposition arising 
from fatigue, and prohibited intru- 
sion. He neither obtained nor courted 
repose. His pillow was too visibly 
covered with thorns to inyite him to 
recline his aching head, and his desire 
of privacy solely arose from hi& wish- 
ing to have leisure to ruminate on what 
course he should adopt. It was plain 
Selina was in London ; so far Paulina's 
evidence was correct. It was proba- 
ble a clandestine intercourse was kept 
up between Emily and her aunt.^ Sup- 
pose he 'charged his countess with the 
fact? The timid mean-spirited woman 
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would deny it, as she had done conir 
plaining of his indifference and cru- 
elty, and thus only add to her owa 
littleness without giving hiim any in- 
formation. What if he braved his own 
indignant feelings, and forced himself 
to see Selina, arid extort from her a 
full confession of his injuries ? She 
had stood firmly against his solemn 
intreaties, yet she had said enough by 
confessing he would be wretched when 
all was known. Fatal prediction, 
uttered with the precision of conscious 
guilt ! It must be as Paulina sug- 
gested, aa the world suggested. The 
endearing recollections of his early 
admiration bade him avoid the fallen 
criminal Selina. No, though her 
voice might still retain its corporeal 
*mlisic, the yell of the furies would 
not be so petrifying as to listen to the 
strains of heaven dictated by a diaholU 
CbI mind^ 
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Thus was the name of Avondel 
united to infamy. Thus had he given 
birth to a child heir to the disgrace 
of its mother, and the circumscribed 
fortunes of its ill-fated father. Yet, 
again, had not this boy a natural, if 
not a legal right to the Delamore inhe- 
ritance, or was that also forfeited by 
Selina's incontinence? He determined 
to inspect the writings of the respec- 
tive families, and to dispatch a confi- 
dential friend into Devonshire, and 
till the discovery was clearly ascer- 
tained, consider himself rather as the 
steward than the representative of 
his wife's reputed ancestors. Should 
imposition be made out, his, duty 
would be plain, to surrender the estates 
to their rightful owners, to allow his 
wife a separate maintenance, and re- 
tire to the continent with his gon, 
whom he would educate to bear his 
hard fortunes. But while his soul 
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remained tortured with suspense, he 
resolved to avoid the presence of the 
unhappy being to whom he was so 
unequally yoked. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 



\ DCTcr did an action sach shame, 
I followed what I bhish to look upon; 
My very hairs do mutiny, foir the white 
Reprove the browa for rashness^ 
I have offended reputation, 
A mo8t uonoble swerviny, 

SHlKESPKARft 

EARLY in the morning Lord Avon- 
liel received a note from Paulina. 

1 have," said she, all night en- 
dured tortures worse than stemming 
the fiery stream of Phlegelhbn. I have 
heard, that after nobly struggling' 
with your miseries, your anguish 
affected your health, and you retired 
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severely indisposed. 'Lives my Avon- 
del ? O the cruel interdiction of nar- 
row suspicion, gross in its ideas, 
while affecting purity. I am forbid- 
den from watching by your couch, 
lulling you to sleep with my voice, or 
pressing your burning temples with 
my hands. Alas 1 that she only is 
denied to minister to your woes who 
can enter into alKthe refined sensa- 
tions of wounded honour. Generous 
Avondel ! write to me but two sen- 
tences, — that you live, and that you 
forgive the inadvertent zeail which 
rashly drew aside the veil that con- 
cealed your disgraces from yourself. 
The miseries which .1 suffer on my 
own account will overwhelm me with 
despair, unless you intimate that you 
sympathize in the agonies of her who , 
trembles at the near prospect of being 
claimed as tiie wife of Monthermer/* 
Absorbed in meditation of his own 
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disgraces and wrongs. Lord Avondel 
Lad lately thought of Paulina only as 
she had been the messenger of evil 
tidings, and was more inclined to 
scrutinize the veracity of. her testi- 
mony than to conjecture the probable 
consequences of the generftl's return 
to England. He had seen instances 
of the violence of her passions, and 
dreading their effect, should his neg- 
ligence urge her to despair, he deter- 
mined to pay her one more visit, 
though rather with sentiments of 
compassion and subdued resentment, 
than of admiration, or love. 

He found her in the deepest afflic- 
tion, a dangerous state for a suscepti- 
ble high-minded man to behold a 
beautiful insinuating woman, who had 
art enough to persuade him that he 
was the cause of her distress. The 
soul- felt anguish of Avondel was, 
Jiowever^ an alleviation rather than 
3 
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an addition to her sorrows. In thef 
itnpending arrival of Monthermer she 
saw the crisis of her fate. Like 
many other coquettes, she had be- 
come entangled in her own_ snare, and 
while she proposed to gratify revenge 
revived the embers of unextinguished 
love. In proportion as her passioa 
for Avondel increased to warm enthu- 
siasm,^ her contempt for her husband 
deepened into aversion, and as her 
romantic imagination loaded h^r fa- 
vourite with virtues, so it enveloped 
the ill-fated general in vices of which 
his frank, careless, pliant, yet irrit- 
able^ disposition was really incapable. 
With pagan idolatry, and more than 
pagan barbarity, she deified the winds 
and waves, calling upon them to whirl 
the ship which bore this loathsome 
freight to any other shore, or to in- 
hume it in the dark abyss rather than 
disclose to her eyes the ofiensive and 
VOL. iiu K 



odious sight of the roan ahe weckled 
to answer a sinister purpose, and 
whose afTection inspired her with 
scorn instead of gratitude. The vio- 
lence of the wind for some days had 
conuDunicated hopes which can only- 
be termed iufernul ; but should he 
e^qap^ being clashed upon the roci^ 
^yhich, engirt the queen c£ islands, 
she determined the moment which 
ascertained his safety should he that 
of lier flight. Guilt and coocealment, 
or, what she still more abhorred, po-, 
yerty and disgrace, would be to her 
far preferable to sitting by his side on 
one of the golden thrones of Indta^ 
and ruling prostrate millions with 
despotic sway. Yet, in a land of 
strangers, the fugitive consort of a 
man of high rank would want a pro- 
tec tor, and solitude would require a 
companion. Whom but Avondel 
could slic choose as that guardiai^ as- 
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ftpi^tefiC^oAd he but be.it^duc^ U 
tksj^ vith . htv !-7-Elope ! tint . model 
#f cermet jimnci^tes and yirtuou^ cq^n 

Mil kis^lugh reputfitiali hy 4(i«ltery.f 
ciMcei im owa .^«»tenif vows, foi^t 
the obntis wkicli htmotiU itud pi'o^ 
fested irivndfihrp urg^d Mofithef-* 

\Ti£eaBd child btit also right to 
pabbGeBteem,.iiad the eoiment sUUjda 
he held in. society, tp ^teal aw^ Uur 
\vifisx>f anothei:^ aiHllii^k Uke atrem^. 
hVits^ crtminal in uppT^heisksive ^fvr 
oealmenty fearftillest bis own sefvantf 
ebould bcttay bim ? — The deed i|)ih(| 
bedisguisedy soime softer tero^s mivt 
be twed^ or the pr(^t was imprac- 
ticaUe. 

Yet, if &be loofeed at her p«st a- 
cluemnents^ did 4ny thi^g appear 
K9 * * • 
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n>o hard for sicill and enterprize like 
hers? She had made Lord Avondel 
detest his wife, and execrate the wo^ 
man he had once adored. Between 
^ttled hate, springing from a convic* 
lion of ill usagCj and open renuncia- 
tion, there are few intermediate steps. 
She was aware of the resolution which. 
Avondel's delicacy would induce him 
to frame> namely^ that he would vir- 
tually abjure the bond be could not 
publicly dissolve; and though adul- 
terer had a foul sound it might be dis- 
guised by fair appendages. Lawless 
love might (such are the flexible terms 
of modern morals) be called justice 
to an unfortunate being whom his 
friendship had deprived of peace and 
fame, and exposed to the vindictive 
spirit of an uxorious, but jealous and 
vehement, husband. She placed much 
confidence in that false honour which 
prompts a man to protect even the 
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iiio3t infamous of womea who can 
plead' that she suffers opprobrium on 
bis account Then she would only 
talk of a prudent and temporary re- 
tirementj, till Abomeleque's fury was. 
blown over, of hours devoted to the 
most refined and elegant enjoyments^ 
of pure pleasures, of sanctified friend- 
sbip> of an earthly imitation of the 
communion of celestial spirits, con- 
sisting ivi perfect loye, entire confi- 
dence,. uninteiTupted harmony^ the 
reault of the kindred wishes of accord- 
ing minds linked together by the in- 
dissoluble tie of chastity and honour, 
without the needless obligation of legal 
restraints^ and secure from that alien- 
a;ting satiety which results from palled 
passionSi the general bane of matri- 
monial happiness. She would talk 
thus; and trust to the common effect 
of those passions when excited by op- 
portunity, and released from the re- 
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stricting fqar of shame by the coti- 
sciou8n£ss of having already incurred 
opprobrium. These she doubted not 
would 3oon impel Avondel to a cnme 
;which would free her from a detested 
bond^ and then in the eventual death 
,of tliemeek and virtuous Emily (whiqh 
she considered as the certain conse- 
quence of her lord's disgrace) ilic. 
might claim from the perverted ho* 
nour of her paramour that station 
.whicl\ when she was you og and inno- 
«ent, he bad refused to her love* 
This done, if he could not submit, to 
jve iaJ^Eigland a degraded citizen^ 
ier large inlieritance on the flowery 
banks of Arpo afibrded them an asy- 
lum. There ber taste and talents 
might expatiate in a c)ime fruitful in 
the beaoties of art and nature, and in 
society more congenial than among 
antiquated gossips, toad-eaters, and 
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9oraxoxant$, to which she taw fth« 
was condemned iu England. • 

Such were Paulina's views, and, 
lamenuble. to a^ld^ she soon wrougbt . 
th^ eail of Avondel to her purpose. 
With .infinite address, she prevailed 
upon Iiim to acknowledge obligation, 
for having convinced liim that he had 
been degraded by his marriage, and 
rescuing him from being the uncon- 
scious jest of his acquaintance. She 
spoke of live fatal consequences their 
friendship had brought upon her re- 
i^own^ and having described the sacri- 
fice in terms which implied she felt its 
value, she protested with vehement 
enthusiasm that she would endure au 
infinitely gre?iter loss for the glory of 
b^ing the chosen friend of his* soul. 
When she saw her apparently disinter* 
tsted attachment had moved Iiis sen* 
sibihty, .sh^ ventured to ask, if he 
thought the Indiaman could have riddeu 
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dut the late storms, adding her doubts 
"of Monthermer's safety in terms which 
spoke more of hope than apprehen-^ 
sion. Lord Avondel reproved her 
with his eye, and nobly expressed his 
wishy that the soldier who had fought 
his country's battles might for many 
years repose in her peaceful and hap- 
py clime. I join your wish my 
lord,*' said Paulina, recollecting her- 
self, may he live, but it must be at 
a distance from me. This hand, de* 
voted to you as a sign of holy friend- 
ship, shall never again be given in 
pledge of the union which my heart 
renounces. Even a woman's fears 
confirm a woman's delicacy, and bid . 
me as I tender my life preserve my 
person from the brutal violence of an 
enraged sensualist. My enemies will 
isoon tell Monthermer how my fiime 
has been scandalized through the 
weakness^ if not malice, of her whose 



name would wo^nd your feelings. '.O 
Avondel ! ydu know not what Mon- 
tlieriiier is becbnae since, you . left 
India, bloated with excess, ^he unre- 
flecting slave of tremendous passions. 
When lie leirns that I have so deport- 
ed myself that the virtuous fly my 
s(>ciety, my life will be the immediate 
sacrifice, for he has been too long the 
despotic lord of slaves to retain those 
generous feelings which only in minds 
like yours withstand the corruption, 
of manners and climes. For your 
sake, for my child's sake^ to preserve 
him from the contamination of such a 
father, I feel it my duty to live. Per* 
haps, too, in pity to Monthermer: 
the penalties of murder are under 
your system of police so inevitable, 
even self-destruction would be better, 
if there be no other alternative; I 
might then choose the easiest way of 
welcoming eternal sleep-** 
^3 
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A vdndel stiuddered^ His disturbed 
miiKl saw no other expcdiebt but 
flight, to which Paulina pointed. 
But she W2L9 A ^tranger^ could he de* 
ditte acting the part of her friend ? 
Her pleading eye^ told Wm he had 
reduced her to this dilemma,— Wa» 
there any liarm in his procuring htit , 
an obscure residence, or in his acting 
a« her protector till she could be re- 
moved to It2^1y, and placed under the 
cane of lier natural guardians? Hef 
flight would be attended \irith a tliou* 
sand dangers unless he stretched his 
succouring arm over the alien who^ 
though almost of princely birth and 
fortune, was nowina]ind of stranger* 
and enemies; of enemifeS originating 
trom his attachment She read his^ 
tiaoughts, and while he paused dressed 
up the propoted elopement in tliat 
virtue-Kke garb she so well knew how 
to tit upon vice, tl»t in a moment ef 
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fatal weakn^sfi and blinded judgment 
Lord Avondel con^nted to brav€ the 
oictreinea of ^uilt and woe, by com;- 
nuttitig a crime far blacker than th^ 
for which; 00 9k fake accusation^ he 
fir^t began, to h^te tiie innocent Emi** 
\ I speak of his judgment when 
Teuton fat calmly upon lier throne ; 
xiot wheii warped by the bland isbmentt 
of artful beauty, or misled by the so* 
jihistry of false honour. 
. Behold^ then, the noble^ the vir« 
tiioufl, the wise, earl of Avondel al- 
lured step by step from the limbo of 
vanity tbroiJ^h the Utopian paradise 
of Platcmic friendship, and the cha* 
qtic regions of doubt and anguish till 
he arrived at that shelving pi:e€ipke 
which beeti^^ over the infernal regioi!,^ 
of^ adultery jregion of darkness^ 
wttli resfpect to every gleam of real 
xsomfort, a region too which may oflen 
be tfrmed the lai^ of death! jSebold 



mptet&xl attachment to Mm yflmn 
he silently candemfied. 
i Burthened with an unwelpome tru9t; 
Johnson wished to have hh botioit 
hmt^ uaicformed ju(|ginfetit directed 
by a tnope anUghteiied nimd^ aud with 
much regret he cominutticated to the 
marchioness the suspicions wluch his 
lord's extraordinary cooin^ission had 
excited. This order coming at a time 
when the general was hourly expect-^ 
ed> and when the earl so markedly 
' avoided his coontess^ confimed aU 
Lady Qlenvorne's fears. She eonr 
suited Selina> and then advised John* 
iKon to execute his commission inunehp 
(diately, lest it should be delegated to 
one who would be less faithful to his 
amiable hKly. It was settled that 
Lady Glenvorne should know all his 
proceedings, and Jobnsoa set off to 
pfepare a rural Alexandria, where the 
new Anthony -was to sacrifice virtue 
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ftrid Witomi, not on the altar of lote^ 
but at the shrine of fal^c honour, to 
which deceit and suspicion had led 
hfin! a hood-wiiiked W0T8hip|>er; per- 
siiafling him it was his duty to shield 
the infamous though the effort wasi 
i>e(cessarify combined Mrith a derelic- 
tion of those engagements whFch 
every law of God and man bade him 
revere, and though in sharing the for- 
tuneis of a faithless wife he only im- 
mersed his own fame without raising 
the profligate from the depths of op- 
probrium.. 

It seems extraordinary that the 
gentle Emily, whose constitutional 
weak»ess shrunk at the distant threat- 
pning of the tempest, was not anni- 
hilated by its near approach. But rt 
often happensj that an apprehensive 
temper, when combined with a good 
hearty underrates its own fortitude, and 
afterwards discovers supports in sor-* 
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row and reliefs in pain of which in an- 
ticipating the future it discerned no: 
prospect. She could no longer per- ■ 
suade herself that her lord's virtues and' 
excellencies realized the visions her 
ardent imagination had painted. Yet 
affection was still true to its object. 
She believed she had been much to 
blame in not trying to be more agree- 
able, and, like Desdemona^ whatever 
was his usage she still was fixed to 
love him dearly/' Most gladly would 
she have commuted the public dis- 
grace which she kiiew attached to 
his misconduct for even cruel usage 
to herself in private, could his errors 
but have been concealed. She wished 
to share the censures that were pointed 
at him. She wished the provocations 
which she had given bin: were known. 
Yet, did she really mean to provoke 
him? Her temper was unhappy, her 
conversation too puerile to gratify a, 
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man of his refined taste, but how air« 
dent was her wish to please? Paulina 
with all her powers of enchantment 
"was too vain and dissipated to feel the 
entire devotion and chaste fidelity of 
true love. 

• But the blame which never-dying 
affection still averted from her lord 
fell on bis guilty companion, who* 
under the mask of friendsbip/ con* 
cealed a settled purpose to. make her 
wretched. She pondered oh all her 
successive wiles, her attempt to awe 
her by the display of superior talents, 
to pique her by^boasting of Avandel's 
friendship and munificence, to lull her 
suspicions asleep by professions of 
attachment, to betray her into the 
practice of coquetry, or to draw from 
her those unmeaning complaints of 
petty differences which disturb the 
happiest unions, and which even af« 
fectionate wives will sometimes dis* 



close in that ciarcfitrauied frivolity <tf 
confidence which h the blamatle part 
female fi-iendship. But tjiough eor 
empAgtd by tlic avowal of her incliflfer* 
encfif or rathar dislike, to MoothcrmcTi 
Emily recollected Vtiih satisfaction, 
lhat love had acted m an ally to pru- 
deMe, and that she had compeUei 
malice to have recoorse to falsdiood, 
aittce tiie putrid exhalations of Acheron 
might as well \kwe bcca aottght in the 
icicle which hwga op Diana's temjple'^ 
aa a word or deed of hers which nnfi- 
tated in any sense i^inst the hopour 
or fame of her lord. From thia review 
of her ciMttduct, the mourning countcsa 
derived consolation, but was still so 
far from iwUng justified that she only 
wished the earl would remove the 
interdiction which prevented her 
^om breaking in upon his retirement^ 
throwing herself at his feet, asking in 
what she bad offend ed, and suing to 
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he forgiven. Her pure mittd hindeftd 
ber from sraspectitig the tissue of ftlse- 
hoods which had been wrought into ^ 
plot to cause this alieuRtion. She 
feared to dbobey his cotrtmand* of 
being alone, she wcfuld write to' ask 
hispaVdoft. Yet, situated as she wasy 
wotyld not the uiMjecessary hamiliatioii 
sound like reproach? Besides, she 
could hope nothing from the rimple 
productions of her untutored pen. But 
if her noble husband saw her in all the 
unrept-dving softness of -profound dis- 
tress, surely his' heart Vould yearn 
with pity," and as his recent choice 
was far from faliltltis he woukl forget 
tier infirmities, and once more hold his 
docile Emily to his heart in the trans- 
porrs of generous reconciliation. 

Thus Emily passed a dreadful inter* 
val of two days, during whidi many 
hearts part6ok of her anxieties. I 
speak of the kindred and friends of 
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those who were embarked with Gene- 
ral Mod thermer on board the Cavery, 
She had been seen dismasted, firing 
guns of distress, unable to bear up 
into any port, and apparently driving 
upon the Goodwin-sands, in one of 
tke most tremendous storms ever 
known. All ideas of her safety were 
now disciarded^ and Paulina exulted 
in the hope that one impediment to 
her marriage with Avondel was re- 
moved without the necessity of a 
temporary seclusion from the gay 
world, which, with all her affected 
preference for retirement, was indeed 
the haven of her desires. These 
criminal hopes were soon changed 
into consternlation by receiving an ex- 
press from the rnaii whom, with all 
the cruel selfishness of vice, she wqukl 
willi«gly have devoted to the deep; 
His letter stated his almost miraculous 
preservation froni shipwreck by the 
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iiitrq)idity of the Ramsgate boatmen, 
near which place the Caveiy foun- 
dered. It mentioned his impatience 
for a meeting which he anticipated 
with all the fond affection of credu^ 
lous attachment, and laqoen ting that 
extreme fatigue rendered a day's re- 
pose necessary, it expressed & hoj^^ 
that she would meet him on t^e road 
to London, for which place he pro^ 
posed to set off the next morning. 

I will not describe the rage, or 
repeat the imprecations, of Paulina. 
Her confidential emissary was inunedi-* 
ately dispatched to Berkley-square> 
and honest Johnson reluctantly coa^ 
veyed to his Lord a billet inclosing 
Monthermer's letter. Certain in-^ 
formation of the general's safety waa 
the preconcerted signal to draw Avon- 
del from the apartment where, under 
the pretence of indisposition, he had 
meditated on the dark colours of hia 



fatmt life^ oGbctx determiniag to 
abandoB^ PauliQa and agaia fie^eitog 
unable to break her eaarea. Herbttttdk 
wa& only one liae writtea with a pe»4 
ctlt saying lhat kcr. servsmte tlioughl 
iKTigottO to Jtteet tbe ^om^I t tbe ^iQ 
wias: therefore o«fit^ she Imd thr^^^ 
herself iipon iMatitippDrt aad he ahokU 
be bmacledi witibi ti'eacbery if he re-^ 
fased to foibw. ; 

Contrary to bijf u&wal fmttkoe^ 
Johnson staid io iki» room while the 
carl read the letter. The per.plexit|)r of 
his countenance pi^el^fn^d a Sr9ul 
which could niOt bend its k>fty feelings 
to its deteraiined purpose. Hfe ajt* 
tempted to ofder hi^ carriage^ hut 
meeting the reproving eye of hrs 
servant he blushed with shamej tore 
the billet, and sternly bade Juhns^u 
not intrude upon his privacies, Bor 
abuse his confidence. Tlie faithl^l 
valet withdrew in terrified silence, A 



pause of awful suspense ensued. ^ 
Avonciel was heard to pace his chamk 
ber with quick irresolute step, and 
Johnson listened in the vain hope that 
honour wouhl yet prevail. But tlie 
snares of Paulina were wound around 
him with irresistible force ;4he terrible 
determination appeared inevitable. He 
rushed out of his house with the im- 
petuosity of irresolute rashness. John* 
son gazed on him for a few moments, 
and then hastened to inform the 
friendly marchioness that the. much 
dfeaded crisis was arrived. 



CHAP. XXVII. 



It will be pastime ptssing excellent 
If It be husbanded with modesty. 

SHAKBirBAftl. 

AMONG the friends of Lord 
Glenvorne was a Mr. Sandford> who 
to prudent conduct and upright in- 
tentions united that* address which 
gives success to villany, and those 
companionable talents of tnimickry 
and playful humour, which often lead 
their possessors into dissolute society 



and serious dilemmas. This happy 
compound of steadiness and wit point- 
• ed him out to Lord Glenvorne as a 
proper agent to execute the subaltern 
part of the scheiiie which the mar- 
chioness and Lady SeUna had con- 
certed to reclaim the tcuant earl. 
Without fully disclosing by what 
means, the marquis had positively^ 
assured the ladies tliat Paulina should 
be prevented from meeting Lord 
Avondel at the place of rendezvous, 
namely, the cottage provided by John*' 
son. A spy had been placed on 
;his lady's actions, and as soon as 
she drove from her house in a chariot 
and four, without being misled by the 
pretence that she was going to meet 
her husband, Mr. Sandford followed 
the fugitive, and as he expected soon 
saw, her take a road very different from 
that to Ramsgate. When the dis- 
tance from, London, and the lat«e«es> 
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©f the hoiir, diminished the chance of 
his meeting with any interruption in 
his design^ he bade his postilions pass 
her carriage. Having disguised his 
attendants as Bow-street officers, he 
mounted them on post-horses, or- 
dered them to stop Paulina as a de- 
!inquent escaped from justice; and to 
chargiB her with being the run-away 
shop- woman of a celebrated jeweller, 
and having committed a robbery on 
her master. They were then to bring 
her to a neighbouring inn, where they 
would find him transformed into a 
.country justice, and acting with all 
the dignity suitable to his magisterial 
character. 

The terror and rage of Paulina at 
this interruption are not to be de- 
scribed. For relying on the supposed 
security of travelHng in England, and 
desirous of secrecy, her retinue con- 
sisted of only her woman, and one 



imale attendant, who did not think it 
ptudent totlefend his lady's honesty 
against the bludgeons of three sturdy 
fellows, who, besides, sheltered them* 
selves from opposition under the in- 
vulTierable shield of the police laws. 
He left it therefore for her to choose 
between being committed as a depre- 
dator, or detected in a criminal 
elopement, and after many ineflfiectual 
remonstrances and as ineffectual 
bribes, the haughty Paulina was com* 
pelled to submit to be taken into 
custody and conveyed to the King's 
Arms at Here, as his wor- 
ship would not act till morning, she 
^pent the night, glowing with shame, 
mad with disappointment, and alike 
exposed to disgrace and danger, 
whether she aimed at concealment or 
fiiade a frank discovery. 
At an early hour justice Sandford, 
t8 * 
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so disguised that not a trait of the 
yonng man of fashion was visible, 
took the chair of office, placed his 
clerk and arranged his statute books 
and papers with sufficient solemnity to 
intimidate a native of England, and 
more than enaugh to prevent a foreign* 
er even of Paulina's penetratipn from 
suspecting there was a trick in these 
proceedings. The tale of the pretend- 
ed constable was first heard, who in-^ 
sisted that after the robbery they had 
traced the culprit to a street in the 
neighbourhood of Holborn, where she 
equipped herself in the prepared habi- 
liments of a woman of quahty, and 
with two accomplices, disguised as 
her maid and fdotman, hired a cha- 
riot, and attempted to fly the king- 
dom. The stolen property was made 
to accord with the description of Pau- 
lina's ornaments, and the Marquis of 
Glenvorne, as he furnished the inven- 
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tory, took particular pleasure in spe* 
cify ing the diamond tiara which she had * 
received from Lord Avondel. The tre- 
pidation into which this enumeration 
threw the proud Italian, would have ex- 
cited pity from any who did not know 
how her malicious heart had often glo- 
ried in tormenting the tremulous £mi- 
•lyt by displaying the blazing splendor 
of that magnificent present^ and boast- 
ing that it was the votive gift of a yet 
more valuable heart. The marked in- 
terposition of retributiye justice chil- 
led the soul of Paulina, especially 
when the pretended magistrate order- 
ed her trunks to he searclied, since, 
though her appearance convinced him 
that the constable was mistaken, that 
was the rarest way of proving her in- 
nocence. The disdainful silence which 
she had hitherto maintained now 
yielded to the tone of supplication. 
Her eyes no longer rolled with con- 
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tempt on the surrounding au(Ktory— ^ 
hoping to intimidate them with her 
scornful glances ; their sullen fire was 
dimmed with tears. Yes, injured 
Emily, the shameless woman who re- 
proached thy self-accusing gentleness 
wept, but not like thee through pity or 
timidity, far another's errors or thy 
own supposed offences ! Hers were 
tears of anger and terror, the over- 
whelming emotions of rage, accompa- 
nied by remorse but not indicative of 
reformation, . 

I intre'at," said she to Saiadford^ 
if your English laws permit, a pri^ 
vate interrogation, I will then con- 
vince you that the charge is grossly 
fallacious." 

"I think,*' said Sandford, hesirat- 
ing with affected terror, there ca» 
be no personal danger, unless she has 
concealed pistols. She may have 4 
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stiletto however, for I observe slie bad 
a. foreign accent" 

Please your worship," interrupted 
the constable, " she passed at the jew- 
ellers for an Italian/' 

**An Italian too," answered Sand- 
ford, '*I have heard that all the men 
are assassins and the women prosti- 
tutes. Yet I think her countenance is 
Dot so very malignant. Give me my, 
horsewhip and PU venture. Be sure 
Jkeep within call. Now madam — but 
pray keep your distance. You are 
going to be tried by the best laws in 
the world, the laws of England. In 
the first place, who and what are your 
and what makes you travel by night 
in a chaise and four Jn this very sus- 
picious and alarming manner 

1 presume you are a gentleman 
said Pauhna proudly. 

His worship adjusted his wig, pul- 
led out his cravat^ and with much 
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awkward consequencej answered, who- 
ever saw him made no doubt of that 
" I will therefore" continued she, 
call upon that honour which prompts 
gentlemen rather to assist than perse- 
cute my sex. Release me from this 
unjust and insulting confinement. I 
am a lady of rank and fortune, and 
though I claim your protection as an 
act of justice be assured I will be 
grateful for my deliverance. 

Madam/' answered Sandfordj 
you speak very gdod language, and 
you are dressed like a gentlewoman, 
but I have known swindlers^who could 
dupe any magistrate, so your merely 
telling me that you are a woman of 
quality will not do unless you give me 
your name and residence. Offering a 
bribe to be sure looks as if y^a were 
about the court, but then I have known- 
pickpockets do the same. All may be 
settled^ madam, by your permitting 



your trunks to be searched, or your 
fairly telling me whither you are going." 

Paulina recollected that she was too 
much out of tlie Ramsgate-road to use 
ihepretence that she was going to meet 
her husband, she therefore added, that 
she was on her way to her country re- 
sidence, and being farther pressed ad- 
ded the name and situation of the cot- 
tage taken by Johnson. 

O, thou abandoned child of dark* 
Hess/' said Sandford ! Til commit you 
to Bridewell without mercy. I know 
that very cottage is taken by a noble 
earl for his kept mistress." 

The self-degraded Paulina felt chil- 
\td with horror, Conscious that she de- 
served the severest stigma, yet wound- 
ed by the unequivocal terms in which 
plain spoken rusticity described the 
connection she had veiled with so ma- 
ny decorous epithets. She soon called 
effrontery to her aid, and expecting to 
L 3 
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overawe her inquisitor, avowed her 
name and rank, and bade him silence 
the scurrility of the populace by. mak- 
ing it known, that her health required 
the air of the country, and beiug a 
stranger her intimate friend Lord 
Avondel had the? goodness to provide 
a quiet retreat for her reception. 

Sandford was^ prepared with a? for- 
mal bow, and all that under-bred ce- 
remdniou'sness of apology which 
wounded Paulina's haughty spirit, by 
assuring her that he never could have 
guessed at her rank if she had not dis- 
covered It, every circumstance being 
so much against her. With officious 
freedom he ]begged her pardon, lauglv- 
cd at the mistake, requested her to 
honour him with her company to 
breakfast, hoped she would allow him 
to escort her to her cottage lest she 
should meet with any more Bow-street 
.junners, and on her declining his of- 
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they say abroad men "don't mind these 
ornaments, but in England, from the 
king to the beggar, they are found so 
odious that they giye name to a sort 
of madness.^ 

"Indeed," said Paulina, attempting 
to swallow her chocolate while choak- , 
ing with fury. 

" Aye, my good madam, and we be- 
stow very hard names on the person 
who confers them. For princes^ or 
laundress, 'tis all the same here. Our 
laws and customs shew no respect of 
per<sons,' says John Bull.'* 

"Yet, I think they denounce no 
actual punishment on the offender?" 

" No punishment, madam ! Why 
no modest woman will speak to her, 
and is not that enough? She is not 
trusted with the care of her own chil- 
dren, and to a mother that is worse 
than being hanged, drawn, and quar- 
tered. We count an adultress (espe-. 
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cially if in lirgh life) worse than st 
thief, for she robs her husband of that 
peace of mind which can never be res- 
tored ; her children, even if she does 
not introduce a surreptitious issue, are 
deprived by her guilt of their natural 
claim to maternal tenderness. Sh6 
robs her kindred of their untainted 
honour, her friends of the good offices 
they were entitled to expect, her ser- 
vants of their livelihood, and the poo^ 
of that benevolent support her wealth 
ought to have afforded them.'* Sand- 
ford found his warmth had betrayed 
him into a style somewhat too elevat- 
ed, and added, '^so our doctor ,said in 
the pulpit last Sunday. Have not I an 
excellent memory 

Paulina now found herself really in- 
disposed. She complained of faint- 
ness, and Sandford led her to the win- 
dow. " Ah madam,'' said he, " I dare 
say you have a good memory too, and 
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will never forget setting out at mid- 
iiight to meet your friend at a cottage, 
when you was in such ill health ; no, nor 
the little justice at the King's Arms." 

Paulina assured Mr. Sandford she 
khould always remember him. 

The Marquis of Glenvorne had di- 
rected his friend to keep Paulina in his 
eye till he received some intelligence of 
the proceedings of Lord Avondel. His 
detestation of her vices, and compas- - 
sion for the deserted countess, would 
hot permit Mr. Sandford to be con- 
tent with restraint ; nor would he al- 
low the persecuted Paulina to brood 
alone over the disappointment and 
surprise of Avondel at her failing in 
\ her assignation, or indulge her with 
leisure to compare her present situa- 
tion with the picture she had drawn 
of a voluptuous retirement, and meet- 
ing her paramour after he had broken 
every sacred obligation for her sake. 
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'The noise which this disgraceful sei- 
zure must make, and her apprehension 
that her friend the justice, intoxicated 
with the honour of serving a great 
lady, would divulge her name, made 
her indeed as desirous to keep him 
with her as he was to stay and ^njoy 
gratifications so suited to his temper^ 
hy humbling pride and alarming vice. 
But as her acuteness made it impossi- 
ble long to preserve the deception, 
and as even the enjoyment of a suc- 
cessful project palls in time^ as the 
evening closed in he became as anxi- 
ous to be released from his mock dig- 
nity as Paulina was to escape from her 
thraldom*. 
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CHAP. XXVI I r. 



1 could a tale unfold whose lightest word 
Would harrow up thy soul* 

Skakespsarv* 



THE reader will recollect, that, after 
a severe struggle, Lord Avondel per- 
mitted vice, depravity, c^nd cruelty, 
disguised under the semblance of ho- 
nour, to gain the ascendancy. Long 
indulged habits had rendered Paulina's 
society necessary to his happiness, and 
with the common license of ofFenderd 
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he pleaded the necessity he had created 
as anr exc4i8e for his crime. Yet still, 
as he left his own house with the in- 
tention of abandoning his wife and 
child, his SI ep was irresolute, and his 
heart palpitated with a vehemence that 
marked his innate abhorrence of the 
part he was going to perform. His son 
he determined to reclaim, but he sighed 
when he reflected that he should see 
Emily no more. The innocent, afFec- 
tic^ate, gentle Emily : so he once 
thought her. The mean-spirited off- 
spring of Selina s guilt, so (though no 
proof of the accusation had been pro- 
duced, ) he persuaded himself he should 
henc6f«rth consider her. Even as he 
hurried along to meet the woman for 
whom he had consented to tarnish hi^ 
brilliant reputation, he meditated more 
on his blasted prospects as a lo^ 
ver, a husband, and a father, than on 
the transport of possessing the object 
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of uDivefsjil admiration* He mounted 
the. carriage which was to convey him 
to bis. guilty associate with dissatis* 
&ction instea<l of ecstasy^ and mused 
on the possibility of acting as a media- 
tor between her and her husband, and 
restoring her untainted in person and 
renovated in fame to the grateful con- 
ciliated Monthermer. 

Perhaps the practicability of his plan 
•eemed less evident as }ie approached 
the supposed sphere of her attractions* 
He, alighted at the garden gate with 
an air of rapture ; inquired if the lady 
was arrived, and was shewn into a 
parlour. My loveliest dearest 
friend," said be, perceiving a female 
advancing to meet him ; but the imper^ 
feet light showed it was not Paulina. 
A form worn to that sort of ethereal 
transparency, that the soul seemed 
ready to burst through its mortal 
mound, a countenance illuminated by 
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"piety though deeply touched by grief> 
the well remembered lineaments of 
consummate beauty, injured, but not 
annihilated, by sorrow and time ; all 
•struck on the soul-harrowing recollec* 
tion of the guilty Avondel, and he re^ 
cdHed with horror from a voice whose 
exquisite music reminded him of the 
happier days of innocence, hope, and 
virtuous love. I need not add, that 
voice was Seh'na Delamore's, who, as he 
turned to shun her unexpected pre- 
sence, bade him stay and hear a 
sister's woes. 

Avondel stiaggered against the wain- 
scot, his failing knees sunk under their 
burden. Selina endeavoured to sup- 
port him. am your sister," she 
repeated. "The mutual guiit of our 
parents gave me birth, and doomed 
the prime of our days to anguish. 
Avondel, you owe all your sorrows to 
a guilty assignation, to the licentious 
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]^assions of our father, and the crimi* 
nal weakness of my most wretched 
mother !* 

**Selina! ' Selinal" said the earl, 
shivering with horror as he grasped 
her trembling, arm, Is this your 
long concealed secret?" ^*This, and 
no other, so help me heaven,^* said the 
devout recluse with lifted eyes, then 
turning their mild lustre on the earl, 
slie added, It is a secret which no- 
thing should have torn from me, but 
the wish to save you from that re- 
morse which my dying mother en- 
dured." 

Seek not," said Avondel, to 
conceal your own misdeeds by calum- 
niating the dead. Is there no other 
reason for your concealment, no living 
proof of your frailty?" 

** Here are documents to prove my 
veracity," returned the lady. "The 
hcmd-writing of the earl your father, 
the dying confession of Lady Monto- 
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lieu. I have long languished under 
the pressure of slander. Tenderness 
to those who lie silent in the grave kept 
nie from telling my sad story, when 
life possessed many attractions. What 
have the few years which lie between 
me and the grave now to offer, that I 
should turn parricide to the reputation 
of those who gave me being !" 

My sister ! the daughter of my 
father V exclaimed Lord Avondel, ga- 
zing on that face, which, when flushed 
with youthful beauty, warmed his 
heart with chaste delight. It now 
possessed a pensive, sublime sweetness, 
not less attractive to his graver years. 
Its ahnost divine intelligence intimat* 
ed that superior loveliness which ima- 
gination ascribes to the inhabitants of 
better worlds. That face now rested 
on his shoulder, her clasped hands 
held his to her throbbing heart, while 
with cautious tenderness, slie often re- 



peated, My dear unhappy bro- 
ther!'* 

His eytjs then giariced at the papers 
t6 which she referred. He recognized 
the writing' of his fathefr, and turned 
frbm then! with horror, It was too* 
ofi'light surmises," resumed Lady Seli- 
na, thit I resigned j^ofe, I cxaihihed' 
eVc^rj*^ circumstance. I weighed' every' 
testimohy written and ordl before I 
yielded, with the prospect' df being 
you!* wife,^ every earthly hope and joy. 
It was with strong reluttatifce thtt 1 
consented tp sit down the destitute 
child of shame, the victim, I have al- 
ready said; of undfcsewed' reproach. 
Bfat i wiir riot talk of What I suffered. 
Let me only rtfnember th^ past aS a 
source of gratitude for that' di\dtle' 
support which enabled me to endure.*^ 

'*My siMerP* said the earl, still 
dwelling on the name which, in all his " 
various reveries, in all his wild con- 
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jectures to explain Seliua's conduct, • 
had never occurred to his thoughts. ' 

.Why did not you plead the cfaims of 
nature, and call upon me for protec-; 
tion ? Did you not sufficiently know 
my heart ta be convinced 1 adored 
your virtues still more than your beau- 
ty ? I would have shielded your inno^ 
ceace from a misjudging world. You 
never should h^ave known want or so*^ 
litary sorrow. We would have iived 
happy^ and united as friends, thougii- 
disjoined as lovers," 

/*It would have been a dangerous 
experiment," answered ^elina. "We 
were too sincerely attached to expect 
that the warm affection of contracted: 
lovers would soon subside intp the: 
temperate kindness, of consanguinity... 
And supposing we had lived witli tbe^ 
most guarded purity of thought^ we 
gwe much to the opinion of the world. 
Our attachment was known, and even 
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divulging the shame of our parents 
would not have preserved us from sus- 
picion. The law of custom which 
prohibits dangerous^ intimacies, is not 
the vague fluctuatingdecree of fashion, 
but the dictate of collective wisdom 
and confirmed experience, resulting 
from a thorough knowledge of the 
human heart ; and, trust me, Avondel, 
few violate this restraint without disco- 
yering to their cost, that their temerity 
has removed one of the best safeguards 
of honour/^ 

The earl felt the truth of this re- 
mark, and heaved a contrite sigh. 
" Yet/' said he, " if you renounced 
my sodetyi your scanty fortune and 
friendless situation should have taught 
you to apply to me for that support 
my duty and inclination would have 
alike ; expedited- Why did you leav^ 
me in ignorance of your motives ? At 
tim^s cursing her 1 ought ever to havt 
m2 
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blessed, and bereaved of the poor coti^ 
solalionaof imtigatiug: your afBi<;tk>ii^ 
and knowing that yoa still deserved 
tlfejieart which evea a persuasion of 
your uuworthiness coMldnoi liberate.'^ 
1 yielded you'toyour country/^ re^ 
turned Selinaf: why sheuld 1 arrest a 
herd's arm, or fix that heart in the 
captivity ^of a hopeless passion w^bidh^ 
I wished devoted to some worthy and 
happier woman As to poverty, none 
suffered its evils but myself, and l aii^ 
now convinced it was to me a blessing. 
It roused me from> the torment of re- 
flection, and made me ^tend t<» those 
petty cares from which affluence would 
have exonerated me. Besides, Av^n- 
de), shame and regard for my sister'«» 
fame kept me silent Why should;! 
communicate to another the disgrace 
that attached to two iUustrions fkifti- 
Iml? Why infuse a doubt of tile right 
Lady Honoria Manddvilie hA&t-o^that 
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fortune from which Lord Morttolieu 
precluded the spurious oftipring of his 
Avife, though in- pity be concealed bis 
motive? Was I, her child, to pro- 
claim the guilt which an injured hus- 
band bad consigned to oblivion f Was 

1 to tear her sh^me from the grave, 
and divulge even to your tried fidelity 
Mrhat it had i>6en the labour of her life 
to .conceal ? What motive was there 
for this? Would your heart have been 

-set at ease by knowingthat your fetber 
went to the grave stained by the guHt 
of seduction ? Should I heive been less 
forlorn if restored to the first circles 
than 1 was at lime Grove, where I 
reared my sister's orphans, and per- 
formed some trivial acts of kindness 
•to my indigent neighbours ? You, (as 

2 hoped would be the case, ) roused by 
.'disappointment, devoted your life to 
the calls of active duty, and in time, 
renouncing me as one 4ii>wo?tb3ir 
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your regard, espoused a virtuous and 
amiable woman. Surely, my lord, 
those motives could not be wrong 
which led you to glory and me to 
peace/^ 

The devout resignation of Selina^s 
sentiments, so remote from enthusiasm, 
so free from contaminating vanity, or 
extravagant^passion, communicated a 
portion of her own serenity to Lord 
Avondel. He was again conversing 
with the object of his early love. She 
was still the pure exalted btin^ he had 
formerly adored. The detestable phan- 
tom raised by the conjiuations of ma- 
lice for thcvilest purposes had disap- 
peared ; no mysterious secrecy, no 
dubious disgrace, hung over the birth 
of his wife, who rose upon his imagi- 
nation in the form of cherub infancy, 
imbibing theearly lessons of virtue from 
an unspotted and wise preceptress. Ab- 
aorbed in the. pleasure of gazing on hi& 
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long-loved, long-lost, angel; enrap- 
tured by the sweet music of her voice, 
charmed by her wisdom, and elevated 
by her piety, he fgrgot for some time 
the circumstances which led to this in- 
terview. The recollection too soon 
flashed upon his mind, and stabbed his 
heart with the pangs of self-condemn 
nation. He found his Selina the same, 
or rather affliction had acted upon her 
as a skilful lapidary on a beautiful 
geni, and polished her into brighter 
• lustre. But had prosperity been equal- 
ly kind to him ? She was lowly, disin- 
terested, devout, submiddive. He had 
become proud, wayward, fastidious, 
and discontented. It were well if he 
could have paused there. What were 
the views which he had lately cherish- 
ed r Why was he here ? Whom did he 
expect to meet ? Whom had he aban- 
doned in London ? Tears of remorse 
gushed into his eyes. He clasped Se* 



J\t\?k ;to this bosoni^ while an impai^- 
.siqp/?d confession of his pwn unwor- 
thiivess bi^rst/from his rtangue* * " O 
my Selina, ^my sister !!'\^ae.coi>tinue<l 
. V let rae publicly ckim alfance with* 
purity and worth like thine, as an in- 
cealiye to imitate -thy high deserv- 

'*.No^''ans>\tefed the lady, *'.tbie rea- 
£oas whiph. urged to conceal my 
story^ ^re sfill force. (Tbcmiadeeds 
of tlie d«^d sbauld remal^i »\\&n like 
theu' mouldering bodies, unless jastiee 
to the living compels us to tear from 
the covert of the grave the crimes of 
those wlio clanjijo longer defend or ex- 
plain their actions* Let \xs not furnish 
a t&le for vulgar wonder and unmeait-* 
e;>^^ggeration. I would liave no- 
thing li^nown hut that . I am restored to 
your fevouK, ami permitted to witness 
your happiness with my dearest Emily/* 

" Selina> ' said the earl,. Kith a look 



fi^ed dicspair, Emily and I cau 
meet no inure i" 

it hex fault or ber misfortune r" 

"Both," returned AvondcL "She 
fxposi^d me to the world as a faithless 
)^^i)d, wtien I only eherisbed ^ 
pure ^d allowable friendsbi p. " For 
vJbamr" . inquired Selina* Avondel 
blushed, turned jaside liis head^ a.i;id 
aBSpM;red, \^ou Jknow the rtory.** 

f\ My brotber/Umwerefl she, " whi- 
their would: that fri^i^dship have led 
]^ ? and how lias^ your mind subir 
n^kted to that sQphi«try which teaches 
tb<^ a dangerous and airworthy object 
CfS^ tiiKcite . a pure and allowable pas- 
sion? Indef^d, I know ;too well the 
f^tjjil iiifluence to which yoii Wive surr 
iQfi^ered your bqtte? judgment, aud 
it ir$. iq qppose that influence that I 
have quide .this dreadful discovery, ta 
ptove bpW'the indulgence of criminal 

■Ma, 
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ippetites may Communicate misery t4 
the innocence which is unborn." 

Avondel blessed Heaven, and the 
guardian angel which had saved him 
from perdition, with a fervency Urhichjf 
shew ed that hrs crime had not reached 
that full feunsummafibn which wottlcl 
for ever haw exposed him to the hor* 
i*ors of deep remorse. He now la* 
mented, that Selina's interposition h«d 
Hot been sufficiently timely to pre- 
serve his honour from the imputations 
to which an elopement must give riee^ 
and Selina proposed his immediate re- 
turn to his family as the only metbod 
of silencing defamation, Avondel tb^ii 
expressed his fears, that Emily's weak^ 
ness had already given too much po^ 
tency to slander for brm to restrain ltd 
calumnies, and he mentioned the song 
ihe had sung on Paulina's birth-day 
as a libel on bis conduct, antl a public 
appeal to pity on her own behalf; 



l^dy Seliii^ knew the story from th^ 
Gienvornca, and suggested to him th^ 
possibiUty that Paulina bad contrived 
tlie offeace which &b« urged a3 an un- 
pardonable criuie. Disdain ^nd vesenty 
f»ent 4t being thus mad^e the dype op 
i woBiaii's mischievous art, %vhich thi$ 
second inslaiice of the £iIsehood of 
Pauiida'^ accusations afforded, gave si 
pang to his sou}, even at the moment 
that he felt his understanding for ever 
iiberaied from those deception^ by 
\phich it liad been long bewildered, 
and he was only withlield from restor* 
iog transport to his consort'^ heart and 
peace to his own, by his natural un? 
wiHiogness to acknowledge his errors, 
SeUna understood his character,, ancjf 
by itwelling on tlie conciliating love 
a»d gentle humility which were thjp 
duties af every wife, and the marked 
characteristics of his own, convinced 
him tiiat he would, be excused fraiqf 



those submissions which are often tlie 
easiest to those who are jmo&t apt txy 
offend; 

The jealous drgnity of Avonclel novr 
prompted'hifn ta inquire, ^what degiee 
eif^ublicity was attacheiil to his elopcr 
rnent, antfl the n>ean« by whicii his re^- 
treat had^ been- eiificav^red ? In retura 
he heard the pardanable fcreaehery of 
Johnson, and wa^ comforted, by beijag: 
assured that only herself, ihe Glen- 
Tornes, and another gentleman^ who 
was stationed to intercept Paulina, 
knew of his last determination, for 
which he could not even ples^d the exr 
Ctise of precipitate rashness* Thp 
marchioness,*' continued Selina,. is 
now with Emily. If possible she will 
be kept ignorant of your depaptuye. , 
You have only to resume your former 
i^lfv ' Tell her the cloud wWch threat- 
ened destruction to her peace u passed 
by, iand her placable mind will ro the 
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}h*ppy fatwre forget evpry painful re- 
.coUectioo." 

AgaiA JLord Avondel blessed the 
^prudence which had preserved hiin 
iVom humiliatioD^ as well as from the 
.most .crin^inal acts, and resolved if 
lie cp^lfLl once more regain the prou4 
eminence from which be had . fallen^ 
;K>e.v<rr to expose himself to . a tem^ta-^ 
4ix>n wlxicl} his self^onfidence falsely 
told fiiaii the native pnergy of yirlue 
M''ovild ena.l)le him to resist. He begr 
gefi his j^uardi^u angel (for so b^ 
jio.yir called SeUna} to accompany hini 
to LQudpn J but she .urgpd thje advaijr 
f4ge of a little delaying ber re-appear^ 
jince, lest the two-fold surprise should 
pver whelm Emily with excessive r^pr ^ 
iixxe. 3be assured the earl that slie 
h^d fn^vQf seen her niece since ber 
niarriage, and she suggested the wisT 
dom of preparing her for the event of 
Jhelr K-union, and the world for her 



"again claiming the rights of fin tainted 
fame. By the death of an old ser- 
vant, he and herself were the only Hv-* 
ing depositaries of Lady Montoiieu's 
secrets, and she left it to him either to^ 
admit the young countess to a partici- 
pation, or to let her seclusion still re* 
maip an unexplained mystery. 
• Lord AvondePs admiration of Pau* 
lina had now changed into abhorrence 
atid disgust ; yet he considered him- 
self as bound on the present occasion 
not to leave her to the violence of her 
own passions, and he consulted Sdina 
what plan could be pursued to sav« her 
from the exposure which she so justly 
deserved: The snme divine principle 
Avhich had urged the pious recluse to 
support tlie backsliding, prompted her 
tty raise the falleni To her corapas- 
sion,^ prudence, and delicacy, the earl 
committed the^ task of attempting to 
reclaim his intended associate in a life 



of sfliaiiici ^trid siefparatingfVom liis aft- 
gelic sistei- wfth l!Ke hope of a ^pi^edy 
and bappy re-union, he returned tA 
Xtbndoti, rejdicing that he had escaped 
from the worst cblusequences of bis 
foHy, ibxidus^ to regain donlestic trati^ 
quiltity, and the favourable opinion of 
the Hybrid, without openly aeknow-* 
iedgihgp that he had deserved to in^ur 
the loss of them.^ If it be suggested, 
that this temper of mind falls far short 
of the setf-abasement of true contri- 
tion^ which rather seeks pardan from 
in^lcer than, restoration to the favour 
of its brother W<>rm, ' I siiall a^knoW'^ 
ledge the Justness of the ron^rk, and 
say, such Wlas Lord Avoiidel; aiwl 
such as he are many who call them^ 
selves |>eniteMts> who rather feel piqued 
tlmn grieved by the recollection of thet» 
transgressions. These depend solely 
upon their own atr^ngth» upoii a moFO 
enlightened under&taindmg, or better 



4i99gula(t9d passiof^^i .to finable tlietn to 

4her .spefeiBg ,par4w. .for ike past oj[ 
Jgr&^€ fqr ^he^fj^t^Ofe, !ftom, hHp,,vKh0sp 
joonfm -p^fqct j^eaq^, r^pd 

fpii'irtimlas^anfA. . 
. . In.,c©ntiqf|v|>lati!ig tjial: chai^.ge m 
Lwd Avfti)4^r^/cbarpG;tei^ w}ikh .hatj 
Qffeqted ! i^^xly, d^s^p^ 
paiitfmflnit,.**^ ^Jife; speat ,mAh^ tur^ 
iDoil ' >Qf . .^f|ibitic3rni, |ett .^iBpfj? 

cause rtpi/laipept bis ^ffifs<; ^pd ta in-j 

thie rwhoil^^pjteej di^f2ii(j4>a«.yo!f ^if&^\%y, 

luctattc^ tx> ats^ki^jQW^lledg^vhi^'Qiii^nc^St, 
€ireji . ta bf r ^wfeoqa be ^ arViQAV^dly .cQti^si- 
flered p$ a superior c^li^^ac^r, and : ?ba 
9»ir bioj. #is{>< ^ ,eftgpfln^ to 4U}g 
to tbo^^. f^et^njii^jftqatio.Bft wbich rtJiifi 
emdinct of A)tl:ifip^«r^^j)gliejl^. . Wll^y ^fr 
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complaining strains off Emily, even 
supposing ^he liad selected that pathe- 
tic song, and at the same time so ea- 
'Sily pardon himself for having by his 
behaviour instructed the world to make 
a personal application of a popular 
ballad ? And why did he also blame 
herself for not interposing in. time to 
preserve his character unbl^isihed^ 
wb^y^ fvom his own justificatjion ot 
ibis friendship for Paaiiaa, it m»s evi- 
dent lie woald not have bdieved him- 
45df to be walking in the path of dan- 
ger* till be saw tlie abyss yawn before 
him ? Though free from every taint 6f 
vanity, Lady Selina rejoiced at per- 
ceiving she had regained her influeoce 
over his mind, and slie hopedin .the 
calm intercourse of friendship, which 
jfiow' promised to gild tlieir de<;lini»g 
•days, to communicate gradually (fdr 
>her knowledge of the human heart dis- 
couraged^ the ejspectation of sudden 
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changes) to this idolater of honour, 
this man of unswerving rectitude, this 
consummate hero, and accomplished 
gentleman, that pious, humility, and 
meek resignation, which ,she had 
learned while languishing on the bed 
of pain, or suffering in silence the 
mental tortures of undeserved bc- 
ptoach, heart*wouading disappoint- 
menti and coutemptuous aegleet. 
Without the means of sokcing hff 
grie6 by the reflected pleasures of 
neficence, raatrained frem justifying 
her fame by her own high sens* of d^ 
%y to her guilty mother and dissipated 
sister, too independent in her charae- 
ter to solicit from others that pecunir 
ary assistance which,, from the oir- 
<>amstances of her birth, she believed 
she hi^d justly lost, she prayed and 
suffered for three and twenty years, 
alternately accused as an abominable 
branch .wl¥)in society had j^itly cast 
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6tit as an avaricious worldling, wHo 
^e^ftised to distribute the hoards her 
mother had accumulated, and as a ca- 
pricioHSy fretful being/ whose only af- 
fliction was a wretched temper, fos- 
tered in moody solitude, till it became 
utterly irreconcilable with the habitf 
of the world. ^ 

No/ particular malevolence gave 
birth to these cenmires. Sorrow had. 
not warped the natural gentleness of 
her temper; and though her limited 
'circumstances restrained her bounty, 
her heart overflowed with good-will 
for every living creature^ and the few 
comforts which she enjoyed resulted 
from her endeavours to make others 
happy. Yet^ thus it is tliat the world 
often treats a character of Selina's 
•stamp, not from enmity, but garrii- 
♦Hty, W^e have, generally speaking, 
a strong dislike to being kept in tlie 
'dark, and whenever there is something 



inysteriaiiiS'».the;C<>iid*ict<)f Qarrndighf» 
l(Ouf$j .we.are ftpt unpliatiUalrly ^to ootr^ 

i?iiuse. ifcrwre tlie success* pf ^ci(m9 
cUara^tef s„;. hence the ;ge»efal fmlure 
of ,tiinidity and a*nobti(Usive tif<*Pti>* 
Ja^j ^t\\m lived in .what is aa^ied^a 
sociable neigh bourhoodi amoog the 
.riioh aiul 4>ro$peix)uSy ^with iwhoee. ha- 
bits ;hei:s did iiotimcsGErd, and (to whose 
: fe«tivities she xoidd^ conlnbcrte ^nq ad- 
ditional ;iies(t, exdepdt that of static^ 
,^hat vfihey visi^ked a right hcnoiujable. 
Most (of thejn :had sailed jdow:n (the 
Mre&m of Ji&/80 smoothly as nev^er to 
have experieaced personal affliction^ 
and as .they possessed, the >philosophi- 
' tdl /quality (iso. often c^led good-^na* 
.ture) of (beafing itke sorFOxm iof their 
-friends ! and xoiinei6Uons:\viitfa ec^sy in- 
tlifference, nathin^ but :the sevei:^ vi- 
^itings of bodily .disease^ ^ottbe faiU 
ui:e pf the ;Bank| tcotiklibive oonvinced 



thaai tKat " man is* made td moiitn/* 
PTOple tliusi circiifnlstanced^ who- n^ver 
voluiitas:tly visit the^ house of sonrow* 
a fH^eparatory school for themselves^ 
are firmiy*- persuaded, that every body 
may if thfey pteasa be ha|>py, aud they 
€rrtaettaw thb idame antipathy tO' the! 
coiaii4^ii^n«e of melaticlioly, though^ ' 
illumitiated by the seraiphic smile of 
resigrilitipttj as' Csesar did to the 
teati and^ wrmkled Cassius; for with^ 
th^Mli ufihapipy people- labour undei* i 
thf'^^efblil^n; thfey do not contribute 
to^thrtr "i>l&asu^res, they'are apt- to ask 
faviiu^s, atid they remind -thfeni that 
prbispdf is^of temporary durition. 

ItP as jilgAiiig' these reasons? for Ladjr ; 
Se^M^ bring' unpopular, I wish^ to' 
setve^maliy wdrtHy-' people, who, to 
thd' ahguidlVt>f untoM grief, find the * 
vexation of undeserved opprobrium 
unexpectedly superinduced; and I 
would caution those who pique them- 



ielves on their penetrationf to be less 
active in supplying the hiatus which 
prudence or modesty leiaves unfilled. 
Ip so doing they often launch into the 
boundless sea of conjecture, atid with 
no worse motive than a desire to shew 
their own talents, shape thfe mist-en* 
veloped character into a demon or a 
fury. And yet, perhaps among the 
cares which haunt the sleepless couch- 
es of ^hose possessed by that species of 
sorrow which is compelled to hid^ its 
festering wounds, (and how often does 
delicate sorrow take that shape) none 
is more tormenting than the con- 
sciousness, that though concealment 
is their duty, reproach uses it as a co- 
vert from whence she may shoot those 
)b2^'bed arrows which most severely 
^ound a susceptible ingenuous mind. \ 
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CHAP. XXIX 



Tl^at «oul-exprisaog q^e, benignly bright* 
Where meekness beams ineffable delight^ 
That browj where virtue sits enthron^A senne, 
£fuch featofe forms, and dsgniies the sceae$ 
Still let me listen while her words im|>art 
The sweet effusions of the blameless heart. 

BCATTXt, 

THE difficulty of carrying on the 
dcama of deception without exciting 
the suapicio^i of analarnied^ offended,, 
and penetrating woman, rendered 
Mr. Sandford extremely desirous to 
bring on the catastrophe, and to 
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decamp before his magisterial dig* 
nity should be exposed to the de- 
gradation of commitment for a fraud. 
With a view to expedite- his retreat, 
he dispatched a servant to the cottage, 
which was but a few miles distant, 
who soon returned with the inform- 
ation that Lord Avondel had set off 
for London. The* daw then immedi- 
ately began to cast its peacock's fea- 
thers, diid' depositiiig his wig, b^nd, 
surtout, statute-books,, and an^ im- 
mense pair of False* eye^brow^,' in the 
horse-pond, he withdrew from the 
King's Arms, and appeared on the 
road to London in a character per- 
fectly opposite to the country justice, 
I mean a matn of fashion. 

Pkulin* had fdr some? ' hours stis^j 
pected that herdettentioit was nof tlie 
effect of mistake, and as sdon as hfct 
guarcHan disa^ppeatreH' she fdund, upon 
inquiry, that he was as much a Stran-^ 
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ger as herself, and that the appendages 
which had so much terrified her as the 
formularies of office, were merely the 
implements of disguise, or the mum* 
merics of frolic. To whom could this 
daring outrage he ascribed? Her 
own guilty conscience told her it was 
certainly intended to disappoint her 
assignation with Lord Avondel. Had 
he then betrayed her? Every linea* 
ment in his character proved that was 
impossible. Even if Emily had dis^ 
covered their intrigue, she was unequal 
to this successful project for counter- 
acting it Weak, timid, and artless, 
she could neither plan with dexterity 
nor bxecute with energy. This insult 
must originate with abler heads and 
firmer hands; and whom could she 
suspect but her rival Lady Selina 
Delamore, to whom, with the rancour 
natural to a corrupted mind, she as- 
cribed all her owh vices, exaggerated to 
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tenfold virulence ? Tor she could as 
soon have supposed herself a contem- 
plative nun or mortified devotee, as to 
believe it possible that an ardent at- 
tachment tb Lord Avondel could 
subside into the holy fervor of devO'- 
tion^ or change to the calm affection 
of disinter^ted friendship. In her 
estimation, as successful love must rise 
into idolatry, slighted affection, must 
be perverted into the most de^ly, 
active and interminable hatred. The 
woman who once held the heart of 
Avondel could never patiently behold 
it diverge to another, without making 
a vigorous struggle to regain the 
treasure. 

But what steps was she now to take.^ 
Doubtless, Selina had not done her 
work by halves. Unquestionably, 
some dark delusion had spirited away 
Avondel ; and after the publici^ 
which this adveiitmre must acquire 
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the cottage could not conceal her 
^vom the search of Monrbermer ? 
^ What then should she do ? Return to 
London ? What awaited her there ? 
A ^ealoiis husband, whose passionate 
Jove, combined with a weak under^ 
standing, would irritate him: to the 
.wildest ebullitions of vindictive rage. 
The impetuosity of the general's tem- 
;per certainly justified hec fears for her 
.personal safety, which now entirely 
absorbed her attention, and made her 
>^ regret rather than repent her having 
indulged her capricious dis)|kes and 
highly culpable attachments tQ such a 
height as to resolve on an elopement* 

While she debated how she should 
act> she received a letter $uperscribed 
, to the Lady at the King's Arms,** 
' and under cover one addressed to her- 
$elf by he< own proper name. The 
signatuir stated that it came from a 
peac^-maker, and it . contained an offer 
s 9 
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t>fT service in the way which would 
test promote Lady Paulina's Tetfi 
interests. The firs* suggestion was 
that it came from an emissary of her 
•liusband's, who- hhd discovered her 
flight. Tliis was followed by a hope 
that it migiit be written by an agent 
of Avondel's. In the first case> escape 
•was impossible, in the last an immedi- 
ate interview \Vas highly desirable*; 
'fiihe therefore ordered that the writer 
•^should be admitted; - It was oth*r 
than Lady SeKna herself, who hiititig 
discovered from the loquacious corti- 
. iTiunications of Mr. Sandford's servant 
to her own footman, some particulars 
: of his master's frolic^ and Lady 

* Paulina's present situation, resolved 

* immediately to visit her, prompted by 
Jier native goodness, a«da hope that 

; she migkt be instrumental tn changing 
the criminal agonies of rage, disap-> 
pointment^ and despair^ into tfakt 
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marrow which terminates in hope and 
peace. 

Conscious that tlie mutual attach^ 
ment between her and the earl must be 
known to Paulina, and consequently 
might impede the success of hep nego* 
tiaUon, shewished at first to conceal her 
name; but the Italian's piercing eyes^ 
quickened by love ancljealousyy soon 
discovered that the fine rain on which 
she gazed, whose benign countenance 
%nd graceful manner annooneed su* 
^erior qualities^ could be no other 
than the early and indeed only real 
possessor of Lord Avondel's heart; 
She viewed her therefore as the person 
who had defeated all her machinations, 
and ruined all her dearest hopes ; and 
. with a determined infatuation, not 
. Mucommon to extreme depravity, she 
molved to believe her guilty, or at 
. least capable of aU tlie crifnes with 
; which. >she. had slanderously aspersed 
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her in order to bend the stubborn 
honour of her paramour, and make him 
the complete tool of her nefariou* 
purposes. 

The contrast which these Indies ex- 
hibited was complete in all those points 
Avbich can shew die effect of differ- 
ent principles on equal degrees of in* 
tellect* Paulina employed all the 
power of her capacious mind to gratify 
her passions^ which by indulgence were 
become insatiable. Selina had natu^ 
rally strong feelings, but by the aid of 
religion they became so subdued that 
they proved assistants to her in her 
heaven-ward course, converting what 
reflection told her was a duty into a 
pleasure. The former centered all her 
^vishes in &elf-enjoyment» varied in- 
deed by the different shades which it 
received from vanity, ambition, or 
libertine inclinations ; but whether, she 
.sought love or fame> the applause of 



271 

thousand's^ or the heart of a forbid- 
den object ; whether, like Cleopatra 
by the side of Anthony, presiding at 
the festival in eastern magnificence, or 
as Rosamond, immured with her doat- 
ing Plantagenet in Woodstock's 
bower," self-enjoyment was what she 
ever aimed at. Regardless of others, 
save as they ministered to the object 
which she had in view, she heeded not 
subjecting a high-minded nobleman^ 
to the horrors of long remorse, and 
stripping the man whose virtues and 
£ime she affected to revere, of every 
appellative but that of her lov^r. 

But as the self denying Selina had 
*8ubmitted to suffer rather than expose 
her near connections to disgrace or 
injury, so it was her consolation 
during her clouded and perilous pit* 
grimage, that she had aimed at doing 
all the good in her power, not only in 
words but in reality, preferring the 
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welfare apd wishes of others to her 
own. These different motives of 
action made the Italian crafty and 
specious, and the English lady kind 
and sincere. Both were eminently^ 
gracrful, but in Paulina's address 
there was a meretricious splendor, an 
aim at pleasing, a restless assiduity of 
fascination, which betrayed a sinister 
design. Selina*& manner discovered 
that innate benevolence which without 
courting applause insures affection* by 
evincing that disinterested and en^ 
larged regard for her fellow creatures 
which we consider as a marked cha- 
racteristic of those exalted beings who 
minister to the designs of Divine 
Providence. 

Though I might extend these re- 
flections to the length of one of Plu* 
larch's parallels, there is only one 
more point of resemblance and dissi- 
militude in which I shall consider 



these ladies. Each possessed an;un- 
eommott share of natural discernment, 
hut in both this quality was consider- 
ably affected by the medium through 
which it viewed others. Paulina, judg- 
ing from her own bad heart,, whenever 
the motive* for any action seemied 
doubtful, regularly assigned the worst. 
She had lived among the great and the 
gay, and as her own propensities led 
her to prefer shewy qualities to valu* 
'able endowments in the choice of her 
acquaintance, it is not surprising that 
looking chiefly at frivolity, dissipation, 
profligacy, and artifice, she considered 
' the world as a stage' for guilt, trea* 
chery, and selfishness^ and as far as^ 
her views extended her conclusions 
were just. But as her pigmy standard 
' was incapablie of measuring a soul di- 
lated by conscious rectitude, she d'e* 
nied the existence of those virtues^ 
which reproached her own diepravedi 



and perverted talents. She deduced 
female chastity from two causes^ pride^ 
or the absence of temptation* She 
considered misfortune as implying the 
Want of skill and address; she thought 
candour synonymous with folly, and 
if she heard of a good deed which 
the doer had carefully concealed^ she 
.cither doubted its having been per- 
formed, or suspected that under this 
studious avoidance of ostentation a 
mine bad been secretly delved to pro- 
claim it to the world, and give tl^e 
c performer the twofold eclat of modesty 
and munificence. For as all her views 
were earth-bound she had no concept 
tion of looking to *^ Him who seeth in 
secret*' for her ultimate reward. 

Selina's judgment sometimes erred, 
but it was from .excess of candour. 
As Paulina degraded the best actions 
from suspicion^ so Selina was induced 
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by charity to think too favourably of 
the worst. She knew that humaii 
nature was fallen arid frail, but she 
recognized in it too many traits of its 
original purity and exalted destination, 
to give it those darker hues in which 
mistaken piety and real depravity 
equally delight to disguise the " Lord 
of this lower world," from different 
motives, I own, but 1 fear with equal- 
ly pernicious effects oh society. As 
Xady Selina's religion had no tincture- 
of austerity, so her purity of mind 
and conduct had not rendered 4ier 
'rigid. She had sustained temptation 
and endured affliction. The latter, &o» 
far as related to herself, she consit^ered 
solely in a medicinal point/ of view, 
tenditig to correct her natural frail- 
lies, and she was ever inclined to make 
-large allowances for those pitiable 
daughters of prosperity whose days 
were sffcnt in the giddy vortex of 



amusement witliout one wholesome 
check* to teach consideration. She 
never called that a crime which <^oukl 
fee termed an indiscretion, without 
violating the essential distinctions of 
language. She allowed much to in- 
firmity. She often met with error, 
j-arely ivith such incorrigible vice as 
alone deserves the name of depravity. 
She saw much to love and ad- 
mire in her fellow mortals, much to 
pity, somethipg to condemn, but, till 
she saw Paulina, nothing to abhor. 
Andeven the recoiling shudder which 
this wicked woman communicated to 
her frame, was soon changed for that 
glow of benevolence which followed 
the pious wish that some temporal 
calamity might lead her ta repent- 
ance. 

At their first meeting, Selina courte- 
ously expressed her desire to render 
Paulma sitch services as would be 



Kkely to Becure.to her the respectable 
bairns of wife and mother. Paulina 
bowed : rage gave fire to her eyes> and 
flushed her check. You have not 

; announced yourself^ madam,"' said she 
with a haughty air, and to the 
offers of a nameless stranger^ nothing 
but general thanks aredue^ill we know 
their motive for interesting themselves^ 
in our concerns/' 
'Selina answered^ it was com- 

. |>assion. 

" Compassion retorted Paulina. 

. How vague and contradictpry are 
our motives for pity. Perhaps even 

:xiow I am inclined to consider that 
ignorance of the common forms of 

;jSOciety which has induced you to tres- 
pass on the privacy of a person , to 
^hom you are entirely unknown^ as a 
inisfortune." ^ 
Nothing intimidated by this lofty 

Mngu^g^ Sclina answered^ that she « 



was^notunaccjuainted witJi the cetebri*^ 
ty, talentSy and misfortunes, of Lady 
Paulina Monthermer. 

I own my name and rank," re- 
turned the Italian; be equally in- 
genuous, and confess that I am now 
addressing. Lady. Selina Delamore.'* 

" I acknowledge that you are/* 
To whom," said Paulina, while 
terror and fury shook her frame, " I 
owe the obligation of a mock arrest,, 
and a day and night spent in insult 
and ignominy 

Selina replied^ you only owe 
this visit; — proceeding from an ear-^ 
nest wish to rescue you from further 
shame and sorrow." 

Admirable !" returned Paulinai, 
''you are then really my guardian saint, 
sent to snatch me from perdition, and' 
to convert me into a pure peacefdl 
creature like yourself? But as I esteem 
sincerity to be an indispensable virtifc 



in the composition either of a woman 
of the world or a religieuse^ I have no^ 
doubt you will answer all my inter- 
rogatories with equal veracity 

I will anticipate the questions. 
Madam, which probably you will 
first wish to have resolved. Lord 
Avondel is returned to London, and 
his disappointment in not meeting you 
has determined him never more to 
intjerfere with the rights of your natu- 
ral protector. Your reputation is safe 
in his inviolable secrecy ; and believe 
me, Lady Paulina, I have too deeply 
*felt the force of a strong attachment 
to betray you. Though much may 
be surmised, your real intention in 
leaving London is unknown. It is 
impossible that general Monthermer 
can have reached town. Keturii home 
before the length of your absence can 
. authorize the suggestions of your ene- 
mies, and nature correctness of con- 
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iuct often disproves the surmises^ ojf 
3candal," 

♦ 

If to your imsolicited goodneas^ 
in acting as my adviser," answered 
Paulina^ you will add the oflSce of 
being my viiidicator, the eligibility of 
your scheme will bfecome more mani- 
fest. Your ladyship has so long en^ 
dured the pressure of opprobrium, 
that yott must be an adept in the sci- 
ence of parrying reproach^ and mis-^ 
tress of every art which supports self- 
confidence and eludes positive detec- 
tion.. I know of no name near whicb 
1 should be more desirous of placing, a 
really tarnished reputation than Lady 
Selina Delamore*is, wTio&e adventures 
will invite discussion: when mfne are 
forgotten/* ^ 

I perceive/ said* Selina, with 
downcast eyes, " you alike mistake 
my character and my olFcjs.'' 

Thb is extraordinary I" resuhicd! 



Paulina, elated at the evident co»'» 
fiisioa of her rival. "Have I then 
been misinformed as to the necessity of 
your retirement, or the nature of that 
influence which you boast of regaiij- 
ing over LcM-d Avondel's heart ? Oa 
connecting the past with the present, 
can I, madamj ascribe your offers of 
service to any better impulse than 
jealousy, or triumphant vanity elated 
by momentary success.'* 

You are now in the bloom of 
beauty, Lady Paulina, and conscious 
of the powerful influence of your un- 
rivalled charms. You can therefore 
hardly believe that in a few years yott 
will look with apathy, perhaps with 
regret, on those pursuits which now 
engage your chief regard. It is long 
since I have felt either jealousy or 
vanity. To Lord Avondel's heart I 
have now no pretensions. He return* 
to his wife and I to my retirement.'*^ 



'' Till a convenient season agaiiF 
calls you forth to insult the person, 
and asperse the fiime^ of a womaa who^ 
dares the universe co prove she ever 
swerved from the laws of virtue. Yet 
you hallow your slanders under the 
decen t pretext of protectiiig the con-^ 
nubial rights^ of your pooE injured' 

Paidina looked earnestly at Sielina 
while^ she eniphati<:aJ«ly pronounced 
the last word^ t^utno change of coun- 
tenance indicated that she understood 
.the dapk allusion. She had long been 
accustomed to call Lady Avondel 
by that endearing epithet, under the 
twofoW sense of adoptioa and affec- 
tion nor had she the least suspicion 
that the precaution which she had 
used to guard her niece from a remote 
j5eproach> had given a pretext to ma- 
%nit^ to fest^en on them both an un- 
deserved asper^iooi Wrapped in the 
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mantle of innocence, she was so far 
from feeling the point of Paulina's 
inuendo that she was considering by 
what means she could allay her rage^ 
without committing the sanctitude of 
her own principles by seeming to ex- 
cuse her actions. She admitted the 
truth of her assertion of personal 
purity, and called upon her to exercise 
equal candour, assuring her that ,she 
had neither circulated the calumnies, 
nor projected the insults, of which she 
complained. She then proceeded ta 
observe, that there were many inter- 
mediate degrees between a strict ob* 
servance of moral decorum and actual 
criminality. She spoke of manners as 
the outworks of virtue, and of the 
danger which must ever attend wan* 
dering beyond the bounds that cus- 
tom prescribed, and she referted a 
far greater f>ortioa of error and fxailty 



to the surprise of unexpected tempta- 
tion than to preconcerted guilt and 
resolute licentiousness. She con- 
cluded by assuring Paulma, that she 
would not only bless the events which- 
had preserved to her the possibility of 
being reconciled to the world, her 
husband, and herself, but that through 
the rerhainder of her life she would 
retain such a lively horror of the dan- 
ger which she had escaped as would 
lead her to avoid every imprud^nce^ 
the final consequences of which it was 
impossible to foresee. " I Vill no 
longer irritate you by my presence,*^ 
added the benevolent Selina, ***but 
with fervent wishes that you may be 
speedily restored to the invaluable 
blessings of self esteem, I commit you 
to the guidance of your own dis- 
cretion. 

^ My own thoughts,'^ returned 
Paulina^ are still my pleasantest 
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companions, I have been too little 
accustomed to the freedoms of senten- 
tious sarcasm to imitate the moral 
cant with which you veil the deeds of 
liatred in the words of kindness." 

^' Why," inquired Selina, do you 
<:all mine the deeds of hatred 

Because I am your enemy," was 
Paulina's reply. Conscience gave a 
vehemence to her look and accent 
which would have appalled a firmness 
less steadfastly fixed than Selina's, by 
shewing her that so turbulent a soul 
would not permit hatred to remain 
inert ami passive. But versed in the 
consolations, of religion she knew the 
rage^f wickedness, like the violence 
of the tempestuous ocean^ had its 
bounds prescribed. Her heart was 
more disposed to compassionate those 
who submitted to the thraldom of 
inalevolence, than to be apprehensive 
lof its eifects upon herself. She was 
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iBcapalNe of retorting faatris^ or score, 
and with eyes swimming in tears ^he 
meekly answered, I know not. Lady 
Paulina, why you are my enemy, but 
this avowal would not justify me in 
becoming yours.'* - 

Know then, that I have injured 
thee^ and let that fire thy apathy to 
revenge. On what system dost thou 
iict, if not on that of sc^f-defence?'' 

"I trust my wrongs and sorrows to 
an abler avenger." 

Then/' returned the enraged Ita- 
lian, "as I suspected, thy virtues are 
simply refinements in vice, and thy 
malice is controuled to pierce v^y 
heart where it is most vulnerable. 
But tell thy champion, thy Avondel" — 

I have no earthly champion," re- 
plied Lady Selina, "I appeal to the 
Searcher of hearts. Since you decline 
all conciliatory ofitrs, Lady Paulina, 
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I can ^niy remember you in my pray- 
ers.** 

"Or rather in thy imprecations," 
«aid Paulina^ resisting those emotions 
of atlmh-ation which struggledTor pre- 
dominance. 

''No/^ returned the devout recluse, 
I know my imprecations would fall 
on my own head, and not sway the 
purposes of a God of Mercy. I am 
enjoined to forgive those who offend 
me by One of whom I daily ask for- 
giveness for my daily offences. I was 
for years forloni and abandoned, nor 
dare I risk the loss of His favour 
who was then my only Friend 

Paulina was softened. She felt her 
town dreadful deprivation in wanting 
the guardianship on which Selina 
relied, but it was only a temporary 
impression. Accustomed to repress 
every religious feeling, her active 
fancy soon suggested to her that her 
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rival acknowledged she had novr an 
earthly as well as an heavenly pro- 
tector. This >vas the man she loved, 
the man whom she had endeavoured 
to fix as her paramour^ at the hazard 
of every temporal and eternal hope, 
lliis recollection gave renewed fierce- 
ness to her manner, while she inquired^ 
if she was at liberty to return to the 
home from which she had been basely 
inveigled. . 

Who/' said Selina, would op- 
pose so wise, so honourable a mea- 
surer** 

The perjured, mean, yet specious, 
Avondel. You disclaim all know- 
ledge of the plots and counterplots by 
which my ruin has been achieved^ 
To whom, then, can I ascribe thenv 
hut to him, who first^attempted to cor- 
rupt the wife of his friend, and with 
ten-fold baseness exposed her confi- 



dence in his plighted faith to derisioft 
and shame." 

Selina started af the daring effron- 
tery of Paulina, in accusing an accom'- 
pKcc of the crime in which she was 
more deeply involved. The malignity 
which mingled with her rage distorted 
her features, and described a soul 
more fiend like than Selina could be- 
lieve tenanted so beautiful a form, 
and she deplored the depravity which 
contaminated such commanding ta- 
lents. Fixed, interminable revenge, 
the sanguinary rancour of the Italian, 
betrayed by the ung\iarded ffenzy of 
the woman, flashed in her counto 
natice, whose agonized contortions 
spoke the workings of two passions 
striving for mastery, whose full indul^ 
gence were incompatible with each 
dther. The horror and consternation 
df Selina's look recalled Paulina's at- 
tention to the nature of the confidence 
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;which she thus unwarily bestowcd> 
and' convinced her of the necessity of 
resuming that external self-command 
of which she was so co.n|suinmate a 
mistress. She burst into tears, con.- 
jured Selina not to , notice the extrar 
vagance of a woman rendered frantic 
by a contrariety and muUiplicity of 
woes, and she laboured so solicitously 
to vindicate herself from the suspicipn 
of liarbouring any resentment against 
Lord Avondel, whom she acknow- 
ledged to be noble and virtuous, that 
by over-acting the part of a selfac- 
cuser she confirmed instead of dispel- 
ling Sclina's fears, for the safety of 
the repentant earl Thus ended an 
interview that exposed benevolence to, 
one of those disappointments whiqh. 
so often attend its efforts to do good, 
and compel it to look for its reward. to. 
Him who judges of actions by a surer 
criterjon^baa .uccess. f 
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l$rtti thoe fair <^eett) "from thy amazing heig;lu: 

The charms of yoting Endymion drew, 
Sreird with thy mantle of concealing night 

li^idi ftfi thy greatness and thy coldness too. 

Laot Wo&tj:et Monta^v«. 

WE left Lord Avandel returning 
to Berkley -square. Me meditated on 
the events which had restored to him 
the long-lost Selina in a new and in- 
teresting character^ injured^ and ami* 
able, with no impediment either real 
or imaginary, to his future enjoyment 
of her society, and to his deriving 
iiiestimable advantages from her vir*^ 
tue, wisdom^ and piety. Hi^ thoughts 
o S 
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sometimes wandered to Paulina witlj 
anxiety, but without regret, and with 
as little of self-reproach as a consider^ 
able share of self-esteem, combating 
a high regard for honour, would per- 
mit. He had lost an artful, impetu- 
ous, fraudulent, mistress, he had re- 
covered a sincere, steady friend. The 
calm magnanimity with which sbe 
sacrificed her dearest wishes, andjust- 
est claims to the advantage or misery 
of others, extorted his admiration, and 
his own gentle Emily rose in his opi- 
nion as the docile pupil of such an 
instructress. It was long before be 
could withdraw his wonder from the 
living to peruse the documents which 
so reluctantly discovered the guilt of 
tbe dead. With a trembling hand he 
opened tbe packet given him by Selina> 
and first read a billet from his father 
to Lady Montolieu, which too clearly 
proved their criminal intercourse. His 



attention was next directed to a letter 
from that unhappy woman. It was 
addressed to her daughter, and super- 
scribed by a request that she would 
open it previous to her engaging in 
the marriage state. As this -was the 
immediate cause of her renunciation*" 
of Lord Avondel it is right to pre- 
sent it entire- , , ^ 

To Lady Selina Delamore. 

Unable .to support the burden 
of existence any longer, I shall soon 
escape from a world in which my 
share of anguish has been at least prd- 
portioned to the load of my guilt. 
The vintlictive wish of Lord Montp- 
lieu when we separated has extended 
to the confines of the grave. He be- 
queathed me everlasting remorse — Yet 
on his death-bed he forgave me. He 
prayed too for my repentance,— The 
imprecations of resentment were re- 
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corded in too indelible a manner to be 
erased by the relentings of compas- 
sion. I never can'truly repent' I 
know I am a guilty, but I feel, too, 
that I am an injured woman, and my 
hatred^ as everlasting as my remorse, 
" pursues the author of my wrongs. 

Selina, you have been my only 
comfort, my support in years of mi- 
sery. I owe to you a full disclosure 
of circumstances,, the knowledge of 
which, by the death of Lord Monto* 
lieu and of my ^seducer, is now con- 
Ifined to myself and Wilson. But with 
this confidence I add a solemn adjur- 
ation, that you preserve my secret. 
This is the command of your dying 
^aother, I shall not long survive this 
injunction. 

There is a dreadful mystery hangs 
over your birth, which the small pro- 
vision left you by my husband may 
perhaps lead the world to suspecU 



You are the child of adultery. The 
subjoined letter points out the name of 
your father. 

I was married when very young 
to a man chosen by my parents. Two 
years after our union Lord Montolieu 
"Went abroad in a public charactfer. 
Till he left me, we had lived in hap- 
piness, and ! reared his child Honoria 
with maternal affection. I was not 
twenty years of age. I was beautiful, 
gay, and proud of my power of pleas* 
ing. At parting Lord Montolieu adr 
vised me to live in the country during 
his absence, but I disliked retirement 
and abhorred controul. I would havV 
accompanied him abroad, ^ut the na- 
ture of his service precluded my at- 
tendance. 

I had many admirers during his 
absence. As I was married before 1 
had experienced the power of my owh 
charms, I resolved to divert myself 
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with making conquests, and to triffc 
with the attention I attracted. I fan* 
cied my pride, my principles,; and 
my afFection for Montolieu, secured 
me from the danger of breaking my 
marriage vow. I rejected the advice 
of some grave relations as cold coun- 
sels, and I indulged to excess in 
amusements and in the . enjoyment 
which adulation afforded. Yet so far 
from intending to be criminal, I re- 
.solved to entertain Montolieu on his 
.return with an enumeration of my 
triumphs. . , . 

Such was the state of my mind 
when I heard the earl of Avopdel 
pointed out as an universal lover and 
successful gallant He had been mar- 
ried some years to a deserving womai^, 
but who was not possessed of sufficient 
charms to fix a rover still young and 
eminently fascinating. I resolved to 
mortify his vanity by gaining his 
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affections and eluding his snares. For 
a time I appeared to be successful ia 
both my aims. He seemed indignant 
at his captivity, and incensed at the 
cold-hearted proud coquette whose 
charms were irresistible, though she 
wanted gratitude to make her adorer . 
happy. At last he dropped the cha- 
racter of a lover, and became more 
dangerous as a friend. He pretended 
to revere the only virtue he had ever 
found invincible, and expressed some 
envy of the happy Montolieu, who 
possessed a treasure which the world 
could not tear from his grasp. 

Selina, your youth, beauty, and 
inexperience, may also mark you as 
the prey of seduction. You are friend- 
less too, and my fears for the child 
who suffers for my crimes induces me 
to dwell largely on the story of my 
undoing. Could you conqeive the 
anguish I have endur?d, my griefs 
o 3 
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would act more powerfully tlian 
a thousand dissuasives. O, what 
strength of nerve, what bodily invul- 
nerability, should she possess, who 
resolves to infect her soul with the 
consciousness of a crime so uncon- 
troulable in its contingent effects as 
mental adultery. 

*^My seducer now visited me fre- 
quently as my friend. Possessed of 
all those talents which enliven con- 
versation, he affected to think mine 
an unusual regale. He talked of the 
tasteless insipidity of common society, 
of the delights of pure friendship, the 
charms of taste, and the pleasures of 
virtue. He grew every day more 
interesting, and I, pleased with the 
thought that I had reformed a liber- 
tine, and secured a man of superior 
attainments as my friend, had no 
apprehensions of his sinister designs. 
He kne\V I had a strong passion for 
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botany^ he assisted mb in filling a 
Iiortus siccus, and with seeming care* 
lesshess mentioned a fine collection of 
plants at his villa a few miles from 
liOndon. "Lady Avondel/' said he, 
nnhappily has taken a dislike to the 
spot> which disappoints my intention 
ef frequently visiting what I built and . 
^ planted as a retreat sacred to contem- 
plation and the Muses. I dare say 
she v^onld most willingly attend you 
there; but she has so little relish for 
the science that she woUld only hurry 
yon through the conservatories and 
impede your researches. My gar- 
dener is intelligent, and his a syste* 
matic catalogue. I would offer to be 
yoiir Cicerone, dear Lady Mohtolieu, 
but that I know your extreme deli- 
cacy. However, if you will alloW 
me the honour of attending you, to- 
morrow is the only day that I have a 
pte-enga:gement." 
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Of course I declined his compaiiyV 
and determined on the morrow to ex- 
plore the beauties of this new Eden» 
But the serpent met me, and I was 
undone. From that hour I have never 
known peace, though remorse wasr 
not the immediate consequence of my 
falL I confided in ray seducer's ho- 
nour. The horror of my offence 
seemed diminished by bis superiority 
to the general mass of successful gal- 
lants, and I knew too many who had 
been ensnared by less powerful temp-? 
tations to feel the full load of guilt 
attached to my violated vows. It 
was not till I found that there would 
be a living witness of my frailty that 
I perceived the ruin I had incurred. 

The retlirn of Lord Montolieu at 
this crisis might have concealed my 
shame from the world, if I could have 
consented to purchase impunity at the 
expense of my legitimate child, and 
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by the. dishonesty pf receiving tile 
man I had wronged with the affected 
tenderness of chast? aifefction* This I 
CQuld not do, yet one terror still 
chained my tongue. Was I to expose 
my husband and my gallant to the 
murderous chance of indiscriminate 
revenge. The dreadful ;ir resolution 
in which I passed the intermediate 
months till I became your mother 
changed my temper and my features 
so muchj tliat I lost all the charms of 
sweetness and beauty. I at. last be- 
came the mother of a living child, 
born with an unjust claim to half Ho- 
noria's patrimony. I resolved what- 
ever was the event to disburden my 
oppressed conscience. I had lately 
heard Lord Mon^toli^u afHrm^ that it 
was foUy in an injured husband to 
riste his Ijfe for a. perjured woman, and 
the composure with which he heard 
TOy ;SPnfwsipa C9nyi^ced me lie sus- 



pec ted my guiU; He bade tti6 bever 
d isclose the nam^ of my sedueer aft he 
wad resolved iaeVer lb be ti^Htpted to 
Tevenge* The last afct iot kihd^ness be 
{^ewed me Vras, endeavouring to icofib^ 
feeal my disgrace. He told iriy friends 
^uf tempers Were s0 iiieoinpaiible thn 
A separation must etisue, and the e^s* 
tfeme wreteh6diieii^ to which I Was A 
prey gave a . plausibility to his state- 
ment, though some, I Fear, ftoto my 
fcnoWti levity,>uspected toy inifiddiiy. 
He alldwed me a ^p^fate mainte^ 
nance, iAd tnder the pretinee of not 
deprivittg lAe of both iriy ehildren 
consigned to tiay care the inFagt ivhon^ 
he could iiot Icfok oil without borr6r, 
with a solenm injuBCtiotif that i WOu)d 
not add to my er ime by a negligent 
disregard to its itf liocttft cbnsequeftc*. 
Out sepafatioft was Ssdented to by our 
nearest relation^* 

I iteVer saw L^fd Moatolitia> 



Bttt on his death-bed he seat irve hw 
forgiveness, and careful for my repia- 
tation implored mine, that the world 
might think there had heen mutual 
provocations. It was his love fot 
Uonoria which prompted this deli* 
cacy. Yet my crime ruined her as 
well as myself. I saw her often enough 
to discover that she was a prond^ im- 
perious girl, indulged in every wish 
l>y a doating father, and tutored to 
despisjp a wretched mother, who had 
indeed forfeited all claim to her duty 
and love. 

" " I lyooded over my miseries till 
they overwlielmed my patience* I de- 
served much chastisement, bttt s*wely 
my tortures hav« exceeded my fanlt. 
You, my unhappy daughter, felt the 
full weight of my sorrow. You stood 
before me a perpetual memento of my 
misdeeils. I hated you as flic caiuse 
of my afienatioH fpom the worid in 
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trhich I had reigned and revelled, an(? 
as a witness of the successful fraud 
which had deceived my judgment^ 
and foiled my firm resolve*. You 
knew not the motive of that sternness 
which repelled your fond endearments, 
and checked your infantine vivacity-. 
You were often driven from my pre- 
sence without knowing how you had 
displeased me. Your requests were 
denied even when they were most 
reasonable- I have cost you many 
tears, Selina, but in future you will 
bless the early severities which taught 
you patience, and habituated you to 
controuL Ybu had hours of comfort> 
I had none. Think what must be the 
feelings of that mother who envied her 
child its peaceful slumbers ! 

Subdued at length by that sub- 
mitting sweetness which met my re- 
strictions with obedience, and my 
harshness with . afifection, my heart 
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yielded to the feelings of a mother. I 
found in ypa the kindest nurse of my 
infirmities, the most faithful Confidante 
of all the woes I dared to reveal. But 
still pursued by the consequences of 
my fault, I only experienced a variety 
in my anguish, and though I felt less 
•for my own deprivations, your inju- 
T'jes agonized every nerve, I saw you, 
with a natural claim to every advan- 
tage which an eminent station affords, 
friendless and portionless, retaining 
that rank which made you an object 
of impertinent curiosity, or useless 
pity, but deprived by me of a father's 
protection and a sister's friendship. 
As your beauty and talents unfolded, 
I felt the full consciousness that you 
might one day reproach me for depriv*- / 
ing you of no common share of adml* 
ration, and an establishment^ if not 
of tlie highest rank, yet yielding to 
few. To. all my pangs I added the; 
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fear that my misfortunes would be diJJ- 
covered, that you would on^ day be 
told the shame of which I had liiadje 
you inheritrix, and induced to haSe 
ai>d renounce the parent you now 
kindly clierished. Thus,. Selina^ -I 
felt all the mother's sorrcfws, ami wcis 
a stranger to all her jpys* The deafb 
of Lord Avondel increased this last ap- 
ppehension^lmosttoi madness; D^ath- 
l>eds sometimes reveal secrets. I kxte^ 
he had written testimonies of my 
fralilty, and the suddenness of his te^ 
moval might not have permitted him 
to destroy what , perhaps his vanity 
had pfeserved. 

''I now conclude he acted in this 
ipoint Avith honour; if so, Wilson onl^ 
Jchowjs my crime, 1 char^ you keep 
her with you, though she will be yovvt 
torment as she has been mine.^ My 
purse has been the never-failibg spring 
to wlwch her ray^ajcity has applied ta 
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fted the Avatits of her worthless family, 
and I have seen the frugal savinsfs of 
my jointure, which it was my duty to 
lay up aS a portion for you, wasted on 
a herd of vagabonds, at the request, or^ 
ihall I say, the command^ of one who 
had, what I valued more than life, my 
deputation in her keeping*. Such is 
the degradation, such the injustice, 
to which the arts of U libertfi>e have 
bowed a woman of rank ^hd honour ! 
O, how I habe the memory of the vil- 
Jain, who, to gratify a momentary 
pleasure, thus humbled me to ike 
^u-st, drove roe from every social joy^ 
made me wrong the child I love, and 
feed the rapacity I detest ! Yet, Se- 
Hna, by all your love and duty^^ 
never provoke Wihon to discover my 
shaime. 

Since I have yielded you to the 
• solicitations of my friends iti London, 
tny despondency has increased witk 
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my bodily torments, and when I com- 
plain, this creature tells nie I ought 
to repent. Fool ! what have the last 
twenty years of ray life been bat a life 
of repentance ? Have I not suffered ? 
Have I not wept ? Selina, by that 
ruined wretch whom you call your 
mother^you could never judge of what 
I was while the innocent and happy 
wife of a man of honour. O, my poor 
girl ! beware of sensual, selfish man^ 
Especially beware, when he steals upon 
you in the mask of exaggerated reve- 
reuce, when he exalts you to ange- 
lical e5ccellence* Tis then he lays the 
surest train to degrade you to some- 
thing yet meaner than his brutal self* 
I cannot hve — I have no motive 
to wish to drag on what I feel to be 
past all endurance. Yet, to whom 
shall I entrust my daughter ? I have 
heard that the son of Avondel inherits 
the graces, but not the vices of hi^ 
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falhei-. iPerhaps he might cherish thtt 
with a brother's holy love. But thou, 
destitute orphan^ must never seek hid 
friendship by an act of dreadful confi- 
dence. ^ Little canst thou think how* 
my heart has been Avrung at hearing 
him commended as a nobleman de- 
serving the most amiable of women. 
A thought shoots across my mind. A 
thousand chances are against it. lie 
never can select my portionless girl for 
his wife, and his virtues are a security 
of'thine. Once I resolved to save thy 
heart the pang of this discovery. 
The secret of her birth," said X 
shall die with me. — And yet there is 
a possibility— Concealment may lead 
thee to a connection at which nature 
recoils, and thus my guilt will be in- 
creased, and my punishmenttooin that 
future world to which I hardly dare 
cast a thought, even while my wearied 
«.pirit wishes tp find it a place of repose. 



If years of anguish can. atone, fot 
ti^onth^. of guilt and folly, I cannot 
thiuk, nor caa I longer support my 
present pangs, I will trust to thy 
nieeknes^i Selina^ thou vvilt not.cursQ 
me; thou wilt never disclose ray 
shame ; thou wilt tremble at the namo 
of a lover; thou wilt abjure that vani- 
ty which solicits idle, frivolous^ dan- 
gerous, destructive ailulation. 

Wilson continues to haunt me. If 
my looks are wild, tis her imperti^ 
nence that irritates me. If she would 
leave me, all would be quietness, Am 
not I rational, Selina? Have not I 
told a connected story ? She is eve 
calling upon me to repent and submit* 
Woman, I have repented. I do sub- 
mit, even to thee, thou vile acpom- 
pHce with him who betrayed me ! I 
can say no more. My innocent^ ruined 
daughter forgive, thy mother, 

HONORJA MONTOLIEU. 
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Lady Salinas packet Contaiiiad one 
ttare letter. It was franv Wilson, "gjv^ 
iifg an account of her unhappy lady's 
death, and intimating thai; it proceed*' 
€d fro4n sujch an immoderate use of, 
opiates . as proved her to be resolutely 
bent on self-destruction. Lady Mon- 
toJieu seemed once to have intended 
to transmit her history to her daughter 
during her life, but her r^solutiou 
failed, ami it was found by Selinaiu 
a private drawer with her jewels, in 
time to prevent the incestuous mar- 
riage; the bare possibility of which, 
appeared to . be the chief reason for 
tirging the haughty> miserable, lady 
to discover her crimes, but not soon 
enough to prevent tl>e amiable lovers 
from unavailing regret and undeserved, 
seproach. 

. A narrative penned in such circum- 
stances, by a hand convulsed with 
jiaip,. and trembling with the prelusive 
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horrors of meditated suicide, obliterate 
. cd in many parts by tears which had 
flowed from eyes long since closed in 
death, and breadnng the proud yet 
deep remorse of an afflicted rather than 
a contrite spirit, now removed to that 
world where adulation cannot soothe, 
nor rank protect,- must surely have 
checked the career of the most aban- 
doned libertine, and taught him to 
consider the ultimate end of criminal 
artifices and desires. StHl more must he 
have been awed into the subjugation 
f)f his passions, by reflecting on the 
subsequent miseries entailed on virtu- 
ous and highly deserving lovers. Who 
shall set bounds to the overflowings of 
ungodliness, or predict where the evils 
occasioned by one wicked deed will ter* 
minate ? If the innocent offspring are 
not, as in this instance, thevictimS, the 
influence of a bad- example is incalcula* 
ble. It misleads inexperience, it corrupts 
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sini|)licity ; folly flies to it as an ex- 
cuse, and it hardens frailty into depra- 
vity. How carefully should the 
powerful and the eminent consider 
their ways, especially at this period, 
when the sword of divine punishment 
is apparently suspended over our me- 
naced country ! And how strictly does 
it behove every private individual to 
act the part of the real patriot, by 
guarding his conduct with isuch religi 
ous and moral vigilance as not to add 
to the burden of national sin, the only 
invincible enemy of England. Surely, 
it augurs ill respecting the state of pub- 
lic virtue, to see" so little of that grave 
abhorrence of vice in the abstract, 
which, without infringing the claims 
of candour, arid charity to particular 
offenders, marks the pure morals of a 
high-minded people. We may laugh 
at folly, we may ridicule slight devia- 
tions from rectitude ; but, by what 

VOL III. V 
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strange perversion of our faculties 
does the most direct, breach of the 
holy laws of God, the most determin-^ 
ed contempt of every solemn tie, aban- 
doned profligacy, avowed prostitution, 
or shameless effrontery, excite mirth 
instead of chilling the reflecting mind 
with horror ? Alas ! the awful form of 
British greatness, gashed with the 
wounds of war, falls, not like the pa- 
triot and the warrior, magnanimous 
and graceful, but like the buffoon in 
some of our earliest dramas, who, lest 
scenes of distress should affect too 
deeply, diverts the audience with bis 
grimaces, and while battles are fought, 
V and crowns lost and won, shakes his 
sides with idiot laughter, and finds 
treason and murder extremely divert-* 
ing. 

Merciful heaven,*' exclaimed Lord 
Avondcl, " from what extremes of 
guilt and horror has thy guiding pro- 
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vidence preserved mc I My innocent 
boy, never will I expose thy lieart to 
those sorrows whichia father's oiFences 
have planted in mine. He again cast 
his eyes over Lady Montolieu s letter, 
confessed the. weakness of self-depend- 
ing vktue, and prayed with energy for 
divine assistance. 

The transport which appeared in 
the countenances of his servants when 
he alighted at his 6\^n house, testified 
their own worth and their affection 
for him. His mind was too much agi- 
tated to enjoy his wonted satisfaction 
from their looks of welcome. He 
summoned Johnson to attend him. 
'^My faithful friend," said he, gra- 
ciously extending his hand with a look 
of melancholy benignity : the over- 
whelming emotion checked his utter- 
ance, and he faultered as he inquired 
after his countess. 

p 2 
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Somewhat better this morning/^ 
was the reply. 

Then she knows my absence, and 
it causer" Johnson bowed in silence. 

Avbndel smote his breast with vehe- 
mence. Shame and remorse withheld 
him from viewing the misery he haci 
caused. Fetch me my child, John- 
son/* said he ; " that cannot upbraiU 
rae." 

My lady/' [returned the upright 
servant, will not suffer my young 
lord to be removed out of her apart- 
ment. I trust your lordship will foN 
give me." 

, " Forgive you, Johnson, yes, apd 
revere you!" 

Johnson dropped upon his knees in 
ecstasy, called him his noble and ever 
Jionoured lord, and conjured him to 
visit his dear lady. "Her heart/* 
said he, is breaking, but she is all 
meekness.'' 
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Stop a moment," said AvondeK 
"You have seen me in battle, Johnson. 
These are fears which ill become a sol- 
dier, but by all the pangs I suffer, I 
will never wound her tenderness, nor 
>teinpt your honour more. I have been 
in a deliriuiti, a strange suspension of 
every just conclusion, and upright 
purpose, I awoke when on the brink 
of a precipice, and am still giddy with 
recollecting my danger/' 

There are scenes to which descrtp* 
tion cannot do justice. Such w^as the 
reconciliation of Lord and Lady Avon* 
del. The change from deep despair 
. to the fullest happiness was agonizing. 
' Emily fainted, wept, embraced her 
child, gazed on the recovered idol of ' 
her soul, begged, conjured him, to 
forge\ the past. Again wept, pressed 
his hand to her lipSj and intreated 
him to forgive her tears. This tumul- 
tuarj: joy soon subsided into serene 
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delight, and perfect confidence. With • 
all the obliterating conciliation of real 
affection, she not only appeared to 
forget her former trials, but with 
never ceasing solicitude strove to 
reconcile him to himself. This was a 
task of no small difficulty. By ponr 
dering on all the circumstances which 
led to his infatuation, the earl un^ 
iwound the clue of Paulina's artifices, 
and traced the causes of his credulity 
to his culpable vanity and fastidious 
respect for his own deserts. The conr 
sequence was, that be detested her 
and despised himself. This latter Wat 
a new and exquisitely painful sent^^ 
ment. The generosity of his faithful 
wite deepened his self-dissatisfaction, 
and even the smiles and playful en- 
dearments of his child could. only for 
a moment interrupt the anguish of re- 
morse. That. faithful wife he had re- 
solved to abandon. He was on the 
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eve of blasting the fortunes of thai 
lovely child. And for what ? To be- 
come the tool of a perfidious \yanton, 
the bravo of a courtezan, the de- 
fender of one who deserved punish- 
ment, the interrupter of justice, not 
the protector of innocence. O, de- 
graded Avondel ! what can restore 
thee to that self-esteem so dear to thy 
lofty spirit?. Of all .the labours which 
an heroic soul can undertake, of all 
the duties which magnanimity is called 
upon to perforin, bo labour is so pain* 
ful as that of retracing thy own back- 
riidingSy no duty so agonizing as that 
of disclaiming thy long-cherished sn- 
periority, and confessing not merely 
tnistakes and infirmities^ buttlje shame- 
ful degFadation of gross offences.. 
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Come» an 700 splrtu 
That tend on mortal ^tightly, uDiei me hcf f t 
Aod fill me» from the crown to th' toe, top-futk 
Of direct crueltyy maiBe thkk my bloody 
Stop vp th* acceit and passage to cemorie* 
That no compnnctiout visltings of nature 
Shahe my fell porpoic* 

. / 

LADY PAULINA, on returning 
home> took no pains to conceal her 
emotion, or to give any colouring to 
laer sudden return. Finding that tlie 
general was not arnvedi she summox^ 
ed her servants and charged them to 
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say nothing of her ahsence, in a man-' 
2ier that rather excited than silenced 
curiosity. She then dismissed thein 
with a liberal gratuity, and prepared 
for the return of her husband with all 
the apparent fondness of an atlec* 
tionate wife, and succeeded so well,, 
that she met the man nhe had so lately 
wished immersed in a watery grave, 
with a tender joy, dimmed by a sort of 
latent melaticholyj, ihe^ result she said 
of a recent indisposition* 

A few days after General Monther* 
mer's return, she required a private 
conference with his secretary^ Mr, 
Villars, of whom she inquired if her 
husband had received any communi* 
cations from Lord AvondeL On hear- 
ing that the latter had only sent the 
'usual complimentary message, and 
that the general expressed his surprise 
that his old friend did not greet hin» 
"with a personal welcome, Paulina re- 



J^rated the word " ftiend," and with 
a Sarcastic smile lifted her eyes to hea- 
ven in a sort of expostolatory indig- 
*i>ation at the prophanation of that 
word. 

thought," said she, seenjfng to 
recollect herself, *'you had left th* 
foorii Villars. I charge you do not 
notice my emotion to your master/' 
Vilkrs bowed. I also strictly pro^ 
hibit you from making any inquiry 
among my servants." Villars agaia 
signified acquiescence. **/Tis my last 
command," continued Paulina, that 
you punctually acquaint me with what*- 
ever passes between the general and 
Xord Avondel." On uttering the earl's 
liame she seemed ta thfill with invo^ 
luntary horror, and Villars, who had 
exactly the degree of prudence and 
discernment which Paulina iiriputed to 
Him, retired, the prepared, but un- 
conscious, tool of revenge. 
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His first business was to make what 
he called crrcumspect, but which might 
with more justice be termed general, 
inquiries among the persons composing 
the. establishment of his lady, from 
whom he learned the frequency of the 
earl's visits, and the publicity of his 
attachment. For, from regard to their 
•own reputation, which servants always 
in some degree connect with that of 
their employers, as well as gratitude to 
a mistress who possessed that cardinal 
virtue in a mercenary eyp^ liberalityj 
they were inclined to describe Paulina 
as being as much of a vestal as could 
consiist with the bold advances of the 
•most audacious lover, since the days 
of Tarquin. Indians and Europeans, 
'Gentoos, Maliomedans, and Christi- 
'ans, were alike unanimous in signify- 
ing, that their dear lady was a paragon 
worthy universal imitation. Her re- 
tinue was^the auost splendid and nu- 



merous OT Lwd6^w indttlged in every 
hixurious propensity, and seldom re- 
minded of tbeir dependent situation 
by the imposition of unpleasant offi- 
ces, or restrictions which might inter- 
fere with riieir ideas of gentility. No 
*doul>t could be entertained of thpiraf- 
lectioD for their lady, while ahe sailed 
on the smooth ciirrent of prosperity* 
and allowed them tp hope their har- 
vest was not over.' 

I believe that those wba are well ao* 
quainted with the manners of aei^tvants 
know, that theii! creed ^virtually dgrees 
with the ancient PersiasiSy in ascribing 
• equal potency to an evil, and a good 
supreme agent As the latter: is alwa^rs 
showering down douceurs and iavoors 
in the shape of a generous easy sdpe- 
rior, so the former is always some 
: griping prying hiinks who creeps into 
, every family and glides about to dii$- 
^«0¥er. peculation and pjrevent idleneis. 
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Itf PauUria's liouseliokl this evil genrus 
w&s Lord AvoudeL Contrary to tint 
established rule, which reqttires^ that 
every gentleman who wishes to violate 
i;be marriage^bed of his friend, should 
commence his advances by gaining 
over her domestics, the earl had thought 
'it his duty to Inform Paulina of some 
nefarious oombinations, and had fe- 
ttonstrated on the wasteful extrava- 
gance of her dependants as sufficient to 
-exhaust even the ample resources of 
v'an Indian GeaeraU Though such 
conduct spoke the fiftithful friend ra- 
ther than the insidious seducer, yet 
every one of Lady Paulina's servants 
beheld it as a proof of his intention to 
: rain their dear lady, and Mr. Vijlars, 
who had more seal and fidelity thaa 
discrimination, was easily persuaded 
to beKeve, that nothing but a9U|>erior 
#hare of prudence and chastity could 
4iaTe preserved thia new iPenejope in- 
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violate till the return oP her Ulysses. He 
became therefore what zealous but 
short-sighted people often are, a con- 
scientious dupe, a convenient conduit 
through which Paulina could convey 
whatever intelligence she pleased to 
"her husband, ^he had long knowa 
that Monthermer's uxorious fondness 
had more of passion than confidential 
affection, anfl that his dotage, though 
extreme, did not always prevent him 
from entertaining suspicions of the fi- 
delity of the woman he idolized.' His 
confidential secretary aiways acted in 
the capacity of a spy, and the intract- 
ability of the person who had held thfs 
office induced Paulina to get him re- 
moved before she left India, and to in- 
troduce Villars, on whose gratitude, 
aided /by inexperience, she believed 
she. could depend for a convenient dd- 
gree of blindness. 
With that masterly poir'dy atnfl mtrn- 
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tive view -of the huaiaa . heart, whicb 
formed part of Paulina's striking qua* 
lities, she appeared to admit the well- 
iqtentioned .Vjllars intoJaer confidence, 
and €^fter, bitterly l^imenting the trea* 
ebery» which, as far as regards femrales^ 
ey?n men of honour allow themselves 
to pxaclispy she expressed her anxious 
wishes that Lord Avondel's cpnduct 
might be cpnceclipd from her beloved 
Motithermer, whQse; generous attachr 
merit and ii^^p^tuosity might probably 
cause him to have recourse to such 
measures as would lead to^ copseqijien': 
C£A :she trembled to, foresee. . She there*- 
fore conjured yillars; in case of that 
nobleman's yi^ijing tlie general^ to 
prevent an intqr^yiew, and conduct him 
a$ if by mjistiakC' to her, .wJiQKe, indigr 
nant .a^ $lie. waa at again beholding 
hiftii :sjie .would once more try tq di^ 
retcjt hisJrw§iaJ;.Iovj5 fp his q\vn amiable 
ydkf^ ^tlea^t tj>'malg&him desist froqi 



hh nefarious pursuit. Villars adiuirecl 
her prudence and promised obedience^ 
Paulina's real motives were however 
different from those she assigned. The 
loss of her lover, the personal insults 
she had endured, the triumph of Se- 
lina, and the reported happiness of the 
gentle Emily, had at first inspired her 
mind with the most vehement thirst 
for vengeance, but the disgust and 
contempt which her hnsband still ex« 
cited, and the marked contrast of his 
manners to those of the all-elegantr 
all-enlightened Avioodel, ^ivliich he? 
fancy hourly suggested, told her that 
the earl yet retained possession of hef 
fieart, and she resolved to try by one 
more interview if he really was grown 
callous to her charms, of at least to* 
.discover if he was an accomplice in the 
plan of her detention. She would hear 
from himself that he renounced heiv 
l>efore she awoke black vengeance 
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from the hollow kell/' to take ^'tbe 
crown and hearted throne of love/' 

The first wish of the repentant earl , 
was to be restored to that self-esteem 
which he had so weakly and wuckedly 
forfeited. His next desire was, that 
the world should be so deceived by 
appearances as to be unable to draw 
any positive conclusions to his disho- 
nour. Finding from Monthermer's an- 
swers to his messages that there were 
no suspicions rankling in the general's 
heart, he trusted that Paulina would 
for her own sake preserve inviolate se*- 
crecy as to the past, and he resolved 
in future to avoid that bewitching wo^ 
nian under the pretence that there had 
been some disagreement between her 
and Lady Avondel. He hoped such 
a slight intercourse might he kept up 
with the general as would serve to luU 
suspicion. But at his first visit Villars 
punctually fulfilled his intrusted com^ 
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mission, aod ^vhile Avondel.endea. 
voured to bend his integrity to that 
degree of dissimulation which would 
permit him to meet the man he meant 
to have injured, without disclosing by 
his humiliation his meditated villainy, 
he suddenly found himself alone with 
Paulina. 

Of all the bad qualities of women 
none gives such disgust to men of re- 
flection as effrontery. Avondel's eyes 
- flashed disdain, but PaiUina ftoften^ 
him by an affectation of extreme con- 
fusion. She pwtended to tremble, ac^ 
cused Villars of mistake, and called 
him back to bid him go in search of 
his master. When his retiring step 
announced that he had left the anti- 
room, she turned her tearful eyes with 
bewitching sweetness on Avondel, 
who, reddening with shame and vex- 
ation, unwilling to reproach and ab^ 
borring to console, sat sternly silent. 
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After a pause long etoough to give 
vent to those signs of contrition which 
«he thought must move his flinty heart, 
and which indeed would have induced 
him to pity any oflfender but the slan- 
derer of Selina, she exclainiedi Is it 
thus we meet?" *'Tis. weH>" return- 
ed Lord Avondel, ^'that we meet in 
circumstances which allow us to re- 
trieve our «rrorf/* 

'''Have you then/' said she, indig*- 
tiaiit at his coldness^ *^ utterly renoun^ 
ced the woman whose confidence yoa 
so earnestly solicited, and cruelly be** 
trayed 

" No, madam," returned the earl, 
Ivith a look of iueffuble disdain ; " La*- 
dy Avondel shall find me faithful to 
my vows, and you may depend upon 
my inviolable secrecy. Let us ex- 
change forgiveness, and meet no 
more." 

" Agreed/* replied Paulina, neve^ 



did our minds more fully accord. I 
rejoice that the mistake of Villars has 
allowed me to bid you an eternal fare- 
well Am I right in interpreting your 
words into a promise, that you will 
not anixnate the vacant countenance of 
your wife with smiles and blushes, by 
telling her how you lured me from my 
house to insult and expose me ? This, 
and ybiir forbearing to accuse me to 
my husband, I shall receive as mag- 
nanimous returns for that disinter- 
ested attachment to which I woiilA 
have sacrificed fortune, fame, dini 
peace/* * 
Avoiidel scorned to prophane the 
^'term gratitude by using it to a woman 
whom he no longer considered as the 
frail victim of passion, but as wicked 
from principle, and vitally depraved. 
He pondered whether he was not call- 
ed upon to shew Monthermer the real 
character of his wife, and advise hiu 
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to justify his own honour and preserve 
his peace by separating from this fe* 
aiale fiend. But that indescribable 
mixture of indulgence and contempt 
which men of refinement always feel 
for women, however dangerous or in- 
famous, withheld him from attempting 
to crush her whom his conscience re- 
minded him was his partner in guilt. 
He coldly answered, that Lady Avon- 
del's disposition was a security against 
his ever entertaining her with subjects 
which would give her pain instead of 
pleasure. Ignorant of the insults of 
which Paulina complained, he did not 
attempt to justify himself from being 
the employer of Sandford, and ex- 
pressing some surprise at the general's ^ 
delay he turned to contemplate an 
Italian landscape; Paulina shrieked^ 
.and appeared fainting. Convinced it 
was an artifice, the earl kept his seat, 
ruminating with horror on his past 
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infatuation, which now exposed him 
to the effects of a chicanery equally 
obvious, and on the just retribution 
which made that credulity the means 
of Jnvolviug him iji difficulties and 
dangers. 

The servants were soon summoned 
by Paulina's hysterical vociferations, 
and Villars aniong the number. The 
lady was conveyed to her clmmber, 
and the astonished secretary interro^ 
gated the earl (whose attention seemed 
scarcely attracted by the farce) as to 
tlie cause, of this sudden disorder. ; 

She will best explain it," ahr 
swered he/ " my visit this morning 
was to General Monthermer, and I 
know not by what mistake I have been 
suffered to intrude upon his lady." 

My lord," said Villars, signifi- 
cantly, ^' the general must be inform* 
ed of Lady Paulina's indisposition." 

The earl rephed emphatically, lie 
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hstd no motive for wishing it to Le con- 
cealed, and retired with more self-sa- 
tisfaction than he bad for some time 
felt, rejoicing that he had repulsed the 
blandishments of the syren, and per- 
suaded that her duplicity was too ap- 
parent to be dangerous. 

But though the lion treads disdain- 
fully on the snake, the lordly beast 
often falls a victim to its poison. Pau- 
lina knew exactly when she ought to 
recover, and summoning Villars to her 
couchy on which she reclined in all the 
pomp of languishment, she ordered 
ber women to retire. She then asked 
him if the traitor was gone? if he 
shewed any signs of remorse? or had 
affected to . account for the disorder 
into which his insuperable effrontery 
had thrown her ? Finding that Avob* 
del had preserved that disdainfuK si- 
lence which her knowledge of his 
lofty integrity might have assui;ed hei 
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would conceal her guilt, she iaformed 
Villars that Montliernicr must he in- 
formed of his designs, since the return 
of her legal protector and her own le- 
nient offer of forgiving tlie past^ had 
only so far hardened him in his resolu- 
tion of making her either guilty or 
miserable^ that she found he had ac- 
tually whispered away her reputation^ 
and had the boldness to assure her^ 
that as no woman of virtue would now 
visit her on account of his assiduities, 
her situation could not be rendered 
any worse. 

The reluctance which Villars felt to 
involve his master in a bloody contest 
with a man of Lord AvondeFs skill 
and eminence, and this too immedi* 
ately on his return to England, where 
he hoped to enjoy for many years the 
hard-earned affluence for which he had 
sacrificed his youth and health, in- 
duced the secretary to pause before he 



took axiy .irretrievable step, and be ex** 
pressed bis wonder tbat Lord Avoiidel 
should thas openly avow his designs.. 
Paulina assured him that this fearless 
ajodacity was a peculiar mark of the^ 
earUs.viUainy> who ever strove to inti- 
midate when he couid not allure; 
That he was even capable of attempts 
ing'to carry her off by fdrce;, she iu*- 
ferred from a most singular adAnentuxe. 
which had befallen: heron her attempt 
to. meet the general, when he returned, 
to. £ngland. Her carriage was sur- 
rounded by armed banditti, calling: 
themselves officers of justice, who pre^' 
fenred a most ridijculous charge against . 
het of having been guilty of a felony, 
and but for the accidental interposi- 
tioa of a superintendant of police, who 
arrived in time to liberate heri she • 
was convinced slie should have been 
conveyed to some remote fortress, en- 
tirely in the power of a brutal tyraal 
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till she would have caft^ented to pur- 
chase liberty by the forfeiture of hcv 
Hour. 

A tale so romantic, so dissimilar to 
the usual course of events io- England/, 
staggered Villars still more, instead of 
inducing him to place implicit confix 
dcnce in his lady's veracity. - He had 
not however the' slightest' suspicion of 
the malignity of her intentions, and 
only supposed that her fanciful enthu^ 
siasm had given a marvellous air 'to* 
some ordinary occurrence, which her 
limited knowledge of English manners 
did not allow her to comprehend. 
But when on questioning the servants 
who accompanied her, he found that 
there had been a real arrest, and de- 
tention for several hours, by whose 
contrivance they knew not, though 
they suspected by Lord AvondePs, as 
he certainly was privy to her intention 
of going out of town that evening, 
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ViHars fell into the usual error of can- 
did people, who think they haVe tieeni 
guilty of cherishing a false suspicion, ' 
and with unbounded confidence sur- ' 
rendering his mind to the guidance of 
a detestable woman, he became the 
blind minister of her revenge. 

Paulina now resolved to alarm Mon- 
tbermer by the affectation of languor, 
seclusion/ and grief. She denied that 
she had any particular indisposition in 
a manner which convinced him that 
§he concealed something which would 
cause him real distress. His intreaties 
to be infoiTOed of the truth were re*- 
doubled, her denials grew fainten She 
complained that he would teaze her 
out of her prudent resolves, and at 
last protested Villars must have be- 
trayed her, or he would not be so im- 
portunate. Monthermer took the 
hint, and boldly taxed Villars with 
breach of duty in neglecting to tell 
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him the C2^u«e of that sorrow which 
preyed upon his lady's mind. Villars 
stammered^ excused himself , by his 
desire to avoid disagreeable cpnse* 
q^uencesy and believing Paulina h^ 
anticipated his communicatiops, ex* 
pressed his hopes that Lord Avondel 
would give up his designs from a con- 
viction of their impracticabilityj, with- 
out the general's interference. M on* 
thermer colpured^ bit his lip, ^nd 
replied, that Avondel never abandoned 
any plan, since whatever his prudence 
undertook his genius rendered success- 
ful. In this instance he mu$t/* 
answered Villars, ''for I am persuaded 
Lady Paulina's virtue will prove alike 
impregnable whether he assail it by, 
slander or b^ art" 

Right," replied the general, "yet 
there will be no harm in whispering in. 
his ear that such is my opinion." 
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" Will you. Sir, permit me to be the 
bearer of this intelligence , 

'"I wish to avoid mistakes," said 
Monthermer coolly, and I conceive 
a business of this nature is best ad- 
justed by the principals.** 

Villars with affectionate terror ex- 
pressed his dread of the consequences • 
of this rencontre. The man is mad, " 
exclaimed the general, **what ren- 
contre dq you apprehend f Am I to 
stand to be shot at by every letcher 
who likes my wife?" Whistling a 
tune with aflfected 'gaiety, while his 
eye flashed fire, he returned to Pau- 
lina, whose penetration soon disco- 
vered, that the prologue had been per- 
formed which was to usher in the tra- 
gedy she had so long meditated. 

"Ah!** said she, with a shriek of 
terror, you know all." 

know,'* replied Monthermer, 
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.with passionate t,enderness, ''that I 
have the best wi/e in the world/' 
i And I fear you also know/ tlie 
most perfidious friend 

"No/* said the general, '^when he 
attempted to rob me of the treasure I 
. entrusted to his care^ he ceased to be 
my friend." 

Paulina replied, that his calmness 
T^emoved a load of terror from her 
tttiind. . 

. " I feared/' said she^ that the fatal 
maxims of fabe honour, and that 
' pride which distinguishes your nation 
•as the Mords of human kind/ would 
• have compelled you to hazard your 
precious life, and thus plunge me in 
-irremediable despair." 

Monthermer mingled his affection- 
ate thanks with assurances that he 
heartily despised the villain^ and Pau- 
lina, affecting to believe that compo- 
sure to be real, which she plainly per- 
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ceived was a thin disguise ta implac- 
able resentment, consented to grjatify 
him with that full confidence which 
she had long studiously with-held. 
She proceeded to describe Lord Avon-* 
flel's solicitations, insidious artifices, 
and daring machinations, and her own 
at first unsuspecting friendship, arid, 
when his purposes were unveiled, reso- 
lute prudence,' in such colours, that 
the indignant flesh of her husband s 
cheek died away to the deadly pale of 
revenge; and though he affected to 
listen to her narrative with careless 
ease lie muttered curses through his 
clenched teeth, while his hand invo- 
luntarily grasped his sword. 

" My life, my lord/' said Paulina, 
again, *^you alarm me. You promised 
iipt to put your own safety on a par 
with that most infamous and insidious 
of friends, — of seducers I mean?'' 
True/' replied Monthermer, I 
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know I have promised. My sword 
was enlangled. Sweet, apprehensive 
tenderness, why these terrors 

•*^0 ever wise aind kind/' exclaimed. ' 
Paulina, the air of your moody cli- 
• mate has damped my native fire. But 
since even your return does not inti- 
midate him let us fly to Italy, there 
we shall be safe. Surrounded by pow- 
erful friends he dare not there attempts 
to force me from you/' 

'*It would be a desperate attempt 
in England," observed Monthermir. 

Paulina replied, that there was no 
knowing to what crimes the indul- 
gence of impetuous desires would lead 
a powerful criminal. Like many other 
iniquitous moralizer^, conscience com- 
pelled her to feel the justice of the 
observation she made with .a design to 
deceive. 

Monthermer's . eye again glanced 
upon his sWord. * It would not be 
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inexpedient/' said he, "just to tell 
Avondel that there is danger in im- 
petuous desires.** 

If you could do it very calmly it 
might recall the lost wretch to the 
path of honour. In particular, I should 
rejoice if he were compelled to retract 
the gross aspersions which he has cast 
upon my reputation, and which have 
so far succeeded that I am now exiled 
from the respectable society in M^hich 
I formerly moved. .He hoped, by de- 
scribing me as the partner of his guilty 
pleasures, to remove the most effectual 
barrier to actual criminality. But 
though an unprotected stranger, igno- 
rant of English manners, and for a 
^ length of time confiding in this ser- 
pent, thus on my bended knees I swear 
by the chaste powers who preside over 
marriage'' — 

Spare your assertions/' interrupt- 
ed! Montbermer, '*tiU I doubt your 
as' 
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trutli and honour. Go on with yow 
story. You were you say a stranger, 
a foreigner, a beautiful woman, with- 
out one friend or relation, in an un- 
known country. — I commended you 
to the protection of Avondel — ^Curses 
blast the villain — Why are you silent ? 
" — He shall retract or die." 

'*He knows his own superior skill 
at the sword," resumed the false Ita- 
lian. "At least avoid that weapon. 
I have heard him say there is not a 
man in England who could meet him 
in the field on equal terms.'' 

" He said sO before I arrived," said 
Monthermer, with a srardenic grin, 
piqued at having a superiority on 
which he prided himself called in 
question. 

"No/* replied Paulina, truth o- 
bliges me to own that it was at our 
last interview." Monthermer reiter- 
ated the words ^ last interview,^ 'and 



^^aulina confessed that skc had been 
th^s unguarded from an e^cpectatiou 
that Villars had told him all. She 
then, owned that the base earl had af- 

, fronted her with a visit a few days ago^ 
that he chose the known hour of the 
general's absence, and owing to^ her 
unwillingness to cause a rupture, she 
had once more endured his hateful 
presence, and had urged ever}" motive 
to induce him to desist from his de- 
signs. But the liorrid oaths which he 
swore, to brave death in this world, 
and perdition in the next^ rather than 
relinquish her^ added to his passionate 
assurance^ that her reputation was 
overwhelmed with, cureless oppro- 
brium^ had so agitated her, that she 
felt into fits, a circumstance well 
jknown to her servants, whp indeedi 
by incidental evidence could confirm 
all her testimony. 

, She now cast her eyes on her. cre^iui. 
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Ibu& dupe with ineffable fondae9^ and 
effecting to be alarmed at his undisr 
guised frenzy, she pretended to be- 
lieve that Avondel might be perwadec^ 
•by mild measures to retract his ^laa- 
^ders, and desist from his lawless piuv 
snit Her ovm prudence- and virtue 
would, she said, sooa rid her of this 
intruder without any dangerous risk. 
The general agreed it would, aiui 
folding her in ivhat she hoped and 
Ifelieved was intended for a farewell 
€toibrace„ complained that the house 
was hotter than Bencpolen, and he 
fnust walk out for air. Paulina ac- 
conapanied him to the door^ as well to 
prevent the attendance of Villars as 
to fan his rage by those mock allevia- 
tions and warnings of daoger, which 
she knew would whet his courage to 
desperation. 

On returning to her own apartment 
with somewhat of the delight which 
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MedeU Aiight be supposed to feci Wh6n 
she had immolated h^r children on th6 
shrine of revenge,- she was met by 
Villars, who, in the terror of real af- 
fection, inquired where his master 
was gone? Paulina upbraided him 
• severely for having violated the con- 
fidence she had reposed in l^im, by dis- 
covering the baseness of Lord Avon* 
del, and by an affectation of extreme 
displeasure at having th^ general thus 
exposed to danger^ she contrived to 
withdraw the well-disposed young 
man (torn his first design of following 
his master^ by engaging him in a vin- 
dication of his own conduct. She 
ilien assured him that she trusted her 
prudence had warded off the evils his 
want of secrecy might have occa*" 
sioned ; that she had reasoned *rith 
Monthermer till he was quite calm, 
atid laughing af the earPs effrontery 
was gone out to dinner. Hiaving thus 
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detained him till it was improbable his 
interference could prevent her hopes, 
she pardoned and dismissed him, giv« 
ing him as a sign of restored grace a 
collection of canzonets and sonnets to 
be transcribed into her common-place 
book. 

She now ruminated alone on the 
alternatives which her sanguinary 
views presented. Both the gentlemen 
were men of determined courage, it 
was therefore highly probable one 
would fall. Suppose it was Lord 
Avondel ? her revenge would then be ^ 
gratified. But considering his supe- 
rior skill and calmness, the more likely, 
and far more cherished, expectation 
was, that his arm would release her 
from the disgusting fondness of a 
husband for whom her hatred and con- 
tempt was increased, even by the fa- 
cility with which he fell into her 
snares. Thus, though slighted, re- 
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jected^ reproved, and as she believed,, 
insulted^ by Lord Avondel, his virtue 
and dignity commanded her admira- 
tion, and the recollection of his grace- 
ful manners, superior conversation, 
and elegant tenderness, while she 
held him in her chains, was so dear to 
her susceptibility, and so flattering to 
fier vanity,^ that she still considered 
him as the first of mankind, and even 
while she framed a scheme for his de- 
struction, wished success to his arjn. 
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The soul no more on mortai good relies. 
But nobler objects urge Her hopes and cares, 

^And sick of -folly views no tempting prize 
Beneath, the ra4iant circle of the stars. 

Mrs. Cartka. 

r 

WHILE these scenes passed in Lon- 
don, Lady Selina Delamote, reflect- 
ing on those traits of settled malice 
and deep design which were so appa- 
rent in Paulina's character, entertained 
painful apprehensions for Lord Avon- 
del's safety. By way of convincing 
her, th^t there was no reason to appre* 
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hfnd he should be assaulted from that 
quarter, the earl, in his letters to Lime 
Grov<, stated the affectionate welcome 
which Generat Monthermer had re- 
ceived from his wife, the perfect cor- 
diality which subsisted between them, 
her retirement from company, and 
every citcUm&taTOe which indicated 
real reforiiiatioiu I need not add, that 
this account t?^as dispatched previously 
to the intcpview described in the last 
chapter ; emd tiljl then he really hoped 
that dcsappointment bad taught Pau- 
lina contrition* A clearer insight into 
the disposition of this enterprizing ai}d 
unprincipled woman, induced Selina 
from the first to doubt the reality of 
this instantaneous conversion, this 
entire change of opinions, affections, 
and habits, which might indeed be 
useful to carry on a design, but which 
a proud unconvinced offender never 
sincerely adopts. That she designed 
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to blind the general, and to shut tiis 
cars against every report to her disad- 
vantage, was obvious. But Selina also 
suspected another purpose, and feared 
the great and generous Avondel wa^ 
the premeditated victim intended to 
cement with his blood the discordant 
union of credulity and falseI;&ood. 
Her imxiety to expetlite the intead* 
ed removal of the Avondels from 
* London now became extreme; but 
as she knew that by stroxigly in- 
sisting on the danger of the earl's stay 
she should father retard than acceler- 
ate her purpose, she urged him to re- 
collects that, after having devoted so 
large a portion ^f his life to the service 
of the public, the rich inheritance 
which his wife ftossessed called upon 
him to change the statespian and the 
legislator into the country gentleman, 
the beneficent nobleman^ the enlight- 
ened considerate landlords the friend 
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and feudal benefactor of the fair do* 
' main, which claimed his presence and 
needed a superintending understand- 
ing liberal and discriminating as his, 
to repair the injuries which waste, neg- 
*lect, and good intentions, unassisted 
by vigorous intellect, had caus^. She 
spoke of the repose his mind requiced 
after the painful conflicts it had sus- 
tained. She mentioned various plans 
of improvement and schemes of be- 
neficence which Emily wished to 
establish at the seat of her ancestors, 
and that her health and that of his son 
would be improved by the balsamic 
air of Devonshire. Lastly, she re- 
minded him, that though she ha^ no 
doubt of the sincerity of his inten- 
tions, yet the same command which, 
founded on a knowledge qf human 
weakness, taught us to pray for super- 
natural aid against temptation enjoined 
^ us to flee from it : that our prayers 
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were also i)receptSy and it Was a 
solemn mockery to codtradict our re- 
quests by our actions, The history 
of our unhappy paretits,'* said she, 
" is a dreadful warning to teach us 
not to trust in our own strength, and 
as I am conVinied Paulina's affection 
for you has been most violent, I ktfow 
your generous mind will feel it to be 
a duty to leave her to cherish her re- 
tul'mng sense of fidelity to her hus- 
band> without exposing her virtue, 
while unconfirtned by habit, to the 
danger of contrasting the man she 
has loved with the inferior qualities of 
him to whom she is bound, and to 
whom you tell me she is now heroic- 
ally devoting her undivided atten- 
tions." 

To arguments so cogent Lord Avon- 
del could only oppose one reason for 
delay. A motion was expected to be 
TOade in the house of lords in which he 
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thought the I honour of his sovereign 
and the national prosperity were deep- 
ly involved. It was a scheme of the 
opposition to gaix^ popularity. H^rhad 
detected its mischievous teqdency> 
5|,nd he; resolved tp pppose it with all 
the power of his elqquence, ai^ thC/ 
Ayeight of his i^anie. In, uaravelliug* 
th^ sophistry of th^s^ pseudo patri^tSi 
he had often lost sight of thpse paiiiifiil; 
ionpressions of d^g^^alftOK^ which were 
inseparably united with Paulina's r 
image^ and with this great effort to 
defend his country he determined to- 
clo^e hjs public ^c^reer, to bid adieu 
to cities^ courts, afid capaps,, and tO: 
pursue the plan^ Selina presigrib^d., Iq 
the enjoy n^ent of hef pure and instruc- 
tive friendship, in th^ gentle tender- 
ness of his aini^hle wife,; in th/e delight* 
ful employment of fprming* the mind- 
and manners' of bis son, and in all. 
those generous and social offices which 
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simple wealtb permits a liberal heart 
and enlightened mind to perform, he 
promised himself no common portion 
of happiness^ and fancied his sun 
wonid descend in mild glory. So pro-' 
bably it might bave^done, had be ne- 
ver submitted to that malign influence* 
which blasts with repercus^ivedestruc- 
tion after it has ceased to be lord of 
the ascendant. 

On the day the motion was brought 
forward Avondel went do\tn to the 
house at an early hour. In passing 
through the avenues he was assailed 
by Montbermer, with an abrupt in^- 
quiry if he was alarmed at seeing him? 
Avondel replied, the sight <^ an old 
friend was more calculated to give 
pleasure than alarm. "Tis strange, 
then," returned the general, that I 
should have been some weeks, in Eng^ 
land without seeing you/' * 
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I have called, said Avondel, 
" and you were absent. " 
. You have called exclaimed Mon- 
tfaermer, and then added with empha- 
sis. This to my face ? Thou villain !'* 

A vondel retreated as if struck by tlie 
charge of a culverin, His blood boil-, 
ed at the opprobious epithet, but he 
recollected rage wa$ as delirious as in« 
sanity, and determining to be calm^ 
he asked the reason why he was as- 
saulted with such language ? 

^ Ask your own conscience, cursed " 
dissembler,** was the reply of the in- 
furiated husband. He stamped with 
Lis foot, and added^ " my wife, my 
wife ! I will have satisfaction." 

•'Your wife,*' returned Avondel, "is 
spotless for me." 

Monthermer continued to rave, call-, 
ed her an injured vestal^ and demand-, 
ed a recompense for intended wrongs 
in a still louder tone. 
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**TIms is xio place," said the earl, 
"to discuss our dispute. I am sum- 
moned into the house by important du- 
ties. You are a brave man, general, 
as such suspend this fury/' 

You will meet me then inquired 
Monthermer. 

"As a friend, and as the vindicator' 
of my own honour, I will meet you* 
any where,** was Lord Avondel's re- 
ply. 

To-mprrow at six in the morning- 
without seconds in the Green Park." 

I will meet you without witnes- 
ses,** answered Avondel, **anH with 
no other weapons than truth and jus- 
tice.*' ' 

At this moment Lord Glenvorne 
joined them, attracted by the loud* 
tones and violent gestures of the grae- 
ral. "I trust/* said the marquis, " I 
am noi an impertinent intruder.** 

Avondel answered this was- his first 
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interview with General Monthermer 
since his return from India, " but not 
our last/' niuttered Monthermer as he 
retired. I trust," replied the earl, in 
a firm but concihatory tone, we shall 
meet often in amity and esteem." 

You must not call my friendshi)> 
officronsness," said Lord Glenvorne to 
Lord Avondel, "if I anxiously ask, 
what has been the nature of your con- 
versation with Paulina's husband r" 

*'The denominaliottyou have used,**^ 
replied the ^arl, points it out. He 
.has heard something respecting my in- 
timacy with that lady, which he is dis- 
posed to resent. Common report ia 
very busy with characters, but I am 
convinced it will be easy for me to clear 
my own conduct/ Though violent, 
Monthermer is a man of honour." 

** The less likely" observed the mar- 
quis, "to be soon appeased, espect- 
Avlly if, as is probable^ he has been 
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wroughtttp to resentment by one whose 
influence over bis passions is well 
kno\i:n/' . 

" Wg will postpone this, subject/' 
answered tbe generous earl, who could 
not for a nioment believe Paulina had 
tuxned his accuser. A more import- 
ant business requires immediate atten- 
tion. , My Lord Glen vorne, I ask your 
support this evening, but it is in the 
- persuasion that you will feel yourself 
acting as a loyal subject and steady pa- 
triot, Axy ranging yourself on the side 
of your friend. Firmness and wisdom, 
my lord, united with courage, will re- 
pel public as well as private enemies." 

Never did the abilities of Lord Avon- 
del appear te greater advantage than 
on this evening. With masterly' pre- 
cision he followed the popular orators 
through the' whole range of their so- 
phistical arguments, and by thepov'er 
of reason, combined with historical 
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knowledge, exposed tlie fallacy of their 
statements^ and then appealed to the 
.wisdom, loyalty, and honour, of the 
house, with a glow of language, a 
weetness of intonation, and a grace- 
fulness. of action, which warmed every 
heart. The ** wondering senate hung 
on all he spoke, " and the feebleness 
with which his opponents attempted to' 
reply indicated the secret conviqtioa 
which the strong fetters of party wpukl 
not permit them to acknowledge. The 
motion was negatived by a triumphant 
majority. Avondel saw- himself sur- 
rounded by numerous friends, all 
vying with each other who should give 
most emphasis and variety to their 
Congratulations. It was known he had 
fixed the ensuing day to set off for 
Gastle Mandeville. The Premier pres* 
sed his hand with an air of fervent gra- 
^ titude, and wished him every enjoy- 
ment in his rural retreat. You emu- 
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laic Cincinnatus, my lord/'^said he, 
•*you do not retire to your plough till 
you have saved your country." 

Yet at this perhaps proudest moment 
of Lord Avondels life, his soul wa* 
depressed with conscious degradation. 
The arguments of his enemies had 
been like the green withes which heht 
Sampson* and he had disdainfully 
raapj)ed them with his touch, but in 
one point his strength failed him, and 
Lord Norbury, the Thersites of the 
oppositionists, assailed him where hit 
was vulnerable. Knowing the exqui^ 
site sensibility with which he was en- 
dued, he knew he could gall him witti 
the sly arrow of repr<>acb, and pievenf 
him from enjoying his foU-blossoming 
honours by a hint which none els0 
would understand. He praised with 
exaggerated metaphor that eloquenccf 
which had, he said, paralized the 
house^ and absolutely benumbed hi9 
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own faculties* He deciared it possess- 
ed all tile bewitching graces of the 
Jtaliafi school^ enriched by the glow* 
i»g phraseology of the oriental idiom, 
and he declared neither man nor wo^ 
mm could resist such insinuating per- 
suasion. The glowing cheek and 
averted eyes of Avondel told Norbury 
his shaft had not mi^ed its aim, nor 
did he again attempt to rear his lofty 
hetdi' or by a keen retort silence hi* 
gilding adveriary. Thus cowardly and 
f nfeebliiig guilt subdued the first man 
19 England, and made him» even ia 
the moment of his triumph, aintslied br 
the sarcasm of a flippant debauchee^ 
whose feelings reproach could not 
wound, whose character no imputa- 
tion could degrade. Yet> the allusioii 
which penetrated to the soul of Avob«9 
del, passed either undiscovered, oc 
il^spised for its malignity. No peak 
Qf laughter, not even one smile of ap* 
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probation) disturbed the consistent 
gravity of British senators, or vitia- 
ted that full and solemn ^^clat which 
followed the brilliant exertions of the 
patriot and the legislator. The con- 
tuitiely passed unrecorded save by the 
conscience of the iculprit ; but where 
could be found so terrible and hutnilia*- 
ting an accuser." 

The earl's depression was visible to 
Lord Glenvorne, who, persuaded that 
it was connected with his altercation 
with Monthermer, was anxious to act 

a mediator, or by some other means 
prevent the apprehended consequen- 
ces, liut Avondel treated that busi- 
ness with indifference, and called 
on the marquis to rejoice at the tri- 
umph which truth and wisdom had ob- 
tained over the stubborn spirit of par- 
ty. "To render that triumph complete/' 
said Glenvorne, ^* we must preserve the 
wortliy by whose exertions it has been 
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obtained* My lord, if you meet 
Monthermer, I musi be a witness of 
what passes.'* 

Lord Avundel replied, that, as hi^ 
object was to conciliate, he would da 
nothing which could by any perver- 
eion be deemed exasperating. I will 
not/' said he, ''give him an excuse for 
adopting a desperate course by inti- 
mating that I suspected danger. I have 
pledged my honour to meet him alone^ 
and to relieve your friendly anxiety I 
promise by the same inviolable tie^ that 
I will liot take any weapon. I trust I 
5hall l)e 'able to satisfy his resentment 
without sanctioning a practice I corxr 
demn and abhor." 

I ought/' replied the manpiis, ''to 
be satisfied with this assurance, as i. 
nmst prevent all bad consequences ; 
but there is a solemnity in your man-, 
ner so unlike the exultation^ I anti- 
cipated from the events of this .evening.. 
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wlvich persuades me that you l^avc fears 
you will not communicate." . 

**Say feelings/^ returned Avondel, 
"and you will be correct You are 
young. Lord Gleiivorne ; the vivid hopes 
and gtrncrous emulation of your age 
prompt you to consider felicity as sy- 
]:ionymou8 with the glorious achievc- 
menta of virtuous ambition. To 
paint my own reflections oti retiring 
from the soul-harrowing scenes of a 
public life, would be too dispiriting, 
and I would not at this eventful period 
rob my country of a generous citizen. 
Yet, a retrospect of the little good our 
best purposes and most strenuous en*> 
deavours have accomplished, of th% 
dangers we have escaped, the errors 
we have committed, our infirmities, 
our weakness, perhaps I should use a 
stronger term, — Oh Glenvorne, rc^ 
viewing the circumscribed powers of 
man when acting in his most capacious 
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sphere> contemplating the temptatiom 
incident to greatness^ even in this hour 
of yictory I wish myself an obscure 
peasant^ placed in some peaceful viU 
lage, with sentiments corresponding 
to that humble lot unvexed by op- 
position^ ignorant alike of calumny and 
fame/' 

•' Whither," inquired the n^arqui^^ 
•miling,^ ''does your lordi>hip wish 
yourself transported I, Ip what remote 
corner will you find a man who has 
neither been praised nor censured^ 
tempted nor opposed? The only dif- 
ference isy the peasant's world is his 
own village, yours the British empire, 
whose legislators you have enlighten* 
ed, whose battles you have foughtj 
whose rights you have maiutained/' 

" And scandalized her morals/* 
Avondel was ready to add, but shame 
wd the decent pride which atiend& 
r3 
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true repentance prevented him from' 
continually acknowledging that fault 
to man which he deplored to Goii.^ 
Glenvorne continued to declaim on the 
futility of reproach when pointed at a 
character whose dignified purity re- 
pelled every invidious aspersion. Lord 
Avondel sighed, owned unswerving 
rectitude was the best defence from ca- 
lumny, and then asked where faultless 
virtue dwelt? The noblemen parted, but 
not till Lord Gfenvorne had requested 
that he might be speedily informed 
what was the event of his iifterview 
with the general. 

The tender Emily received her lord 
with transport. The success which* 
had crowned his labours seefned to 
her the more^ welcome, as it was to 
terminate those cares which she 
thought corroded his health and peace^ 
and to . usher in a new, and/ in her 
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estimation^ happier course of life. Af- 
ter listening with teajrs of afSectioivite 
exultation to the hisjtory of the debate,, 
she expatiated ofi the happiness of 
their future prospects,— the freedom 
from cerenaonious restraints which 
the coiintry afforded, a larger portion 
of her lord's society, the company of 
her aunt, the education of her child^ 
the indulgence of every social and be- 
nevolent affection. Her entire affec-' 
t\pn for her Ayondel had not only 
Induced her to forgive him, but to 
forget the past, and she received him, 
not as one who sincerely repented,. 
h,ut as one who had never erred, AIL 
her anxiety was to cast thp ^arae ob-. 
livious. veil over his mind ; but as I 
luve before remarked, here her effort^, 
fi^iled^ and her solicitude to reconcile, 
him to himself even. deepened his sclf^ 
reproach. The consciousness that he 
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bad been kinjast to audi placabiiity, 
Sttch unalterabte love^ «ade him feel 
incapable of enjoying full complaeence 
in the contemplation of her virtues. 
On the present evenings the insinua« 
tions of Norbury, the threats of Mom-* 
thermer, and the depression into 
i«rhich the mind naturally sinks after 
the toil of great e^tertion, or the fiurry 
of extraordinary success, pre-disposed 
Lord Avondel to listen with unusual 
interest to a conversation which 
painted the joys of beneficence, the 
pleasures of retirement, and the satis* 
faction of living for ourselves. The 
chaste simplicity of his wife's chai^ac- 
ter was called by the subject into 
full lustre* He wondered how he 
could ever deem ber conversation 
tasteless, how be could forsake inno« 
cence and security for guilt and dan* 
ger. His past Ufe seemed a fearful 
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desert, a ^orny wilderness, his future, 
with such associates as Emily and 
Selina, a paradise visited by angelsr 
Yes," said he, to his enraptured 
consort, halcyon days await us. 
It b only now I truly begin to live*'' 



* CHAP. XXXIIL 



O had I fall'n — — 

Turning with fatal arm the tide of hattle f 

Bat.thns to perish by a villain's hand. 

Cat off from natare's and from jjlory's coarse, 

Which DCTer mortal was so foud to run t-— 

THOUGH the ititrepicfity whicK 
had often supported Lord Avondel in 
battle prevented him from fearing 
the issue of his interview with Mon- 
thermer^ the events of the day had too 
deeply affected him to allow him to 
sleep. He hoped, he was persuaded, 
he should be able to assuage the gene« 
ral*s fury, whidi he supposed origi* 
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Hated from his having heard the corn-* 
men rumour of his intimacy with 
Paulina : yet, to meet a man vhom he 
had injtired (and putting the case as 
his -own, <:ould be conceal , from him* 
$et€ that he had injured 'Mpntbermer ?) 
to hope for at best a partial vindication 
of his own conduct^ to know that he 
had tampered with the affections of 
niarlied woman^ and actually, tottered 
OH the verge of committbg one of tVe 
foulest crimes^ for: which he niiust ei^ 
thjei apologia or deny his own actions^ 
were sufficient to stretch a inoind en*- 
daed with such moral susceptibility osr 
the rack of torture^ and to make him 
anticipate the marning with more q£ 
dr^ad and horror * than he ever e^pe^* 
rienced in the front of . an hostile 
anny* • ^ 

He rose wry eody^i- and in a parsing 
ihenursefy beard tteicrifes: of Ms^Jifttte 
son. Some infantine distress/' 



thought he " qppreaaes hibn, which hi» 
iimnatiire or^n» are unable to ask us 
to rdteve* It is h«v^evef the distress oi 
hmocence^ From what matiYe sfiritip 
aaine ? Why at this uni»ualiiour 4q I 
steal from my owb dWeUing^ zycl^Sjt^ 
the of taij servants^ wi^^tortuted 
by a&angmA which I catmot cooxaii^ 
Mcate?** 

lie fbuiid the .general waiting at 
the appointed* rendeavtmsf. A ivight 
devoted.tQ intemperaoce had wodereil 
him stUL moBa s^uDguinacy; aftd abs^ 
hitsely deaf .t<i.firMry attempt at exp)ar 
sation« He commended Avtmdel*a 
hooow in faring^g m> one to inter«* 
ropt busimss) and^ ditowiag off hia 
eoat, tdd him he was xeady to b^ffiu 
The earl answeced.he was unarmed* 
Monthermer branded him with the 
oame of colvaxd«raed AM)mdA con- 
fesNd he did fear ttt^ viebtfe thsm hsm 
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which hii stjtion called upon him to 
defend. 

You should have thought of this,'' 
said Moiithermer^ "when you broke 
the ties of honour and friendship, and 
attempted to bring disgrace and mise^ 
ry 4nto my family." 

Geofcral Monthermer," returned 
Xord Avondel,with solemn earnestness,, 
according to that low estimate of 
principle wluch satisfies ordinary 
minds,! could deny yoUr charge^ but 
I win own that I feel myself a culprit, 
and I ^ve you a superiority which I 
never brfore acceded to man, by asking 
you to pardon an intentional offence. 
I have trifled with the affections of 
Lady Paulina, but this is all my 
crime." 

This is not an," returned the infu- 
riated husband. " You must publicly 
acknowledge your baseness in defaming 
the virtue you could not corrupt.'* i 
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I do not understand this accusa* 
tion ; speak explicitly." 

Has not my wife's character , been 
aspersed, and herself banished from the 
best society, on your account ?" 

Not through my levity or vanity. 
I challenge the jiniverse to say I ever 
breathed a syllable to Lady ^Paulina's - 
dishonour/' 

*«'Tis herself who accuses you of 
having first assailed her virtue, and then 
her fame. Seducer ! detractor ! what J 
are you now appalled at being thus de« 
prived of every subterfuge ?" 

Avondel was indeed appalled by the 
discovery of that superlative wicked- 
ness which he believed impracticable, at 
•the same moment he felt the retributive 
hand of heaven in thus making her 
the scourge of his vices. Perceiving 
him aghast at this accusation, Mon* 
thermer told him he would sheath his 
sword, provided be would make pub<^ 
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lie reparation to the slandered virtues 
of Paulina. Roused to indignation by 
the proposal, he became so regardless 
of his personal safety as to forget he 
was unarmed and unattended in the 
presence of a furious enemy, instigated 
by two blind incentives, wine and love. 
With proud contempt he answered, 
that he would never degrade himself 
by making concessions to such a wo* 
man as Paulina. Mad with rage, 
Monthermer rushed upon him and bu« 
ried his sword in his bosom. 

Lord Avondel staggered and fell, 
^'or a moment all was silent ; but as the 
blood streamed from the earl the ge. 
neral's fury changed to deep remorse. 
He knelt beside him, attempted to raise 
him from the . earthy and anxiously 
asked if the wound was serious ? Av^ 
ondel faintly answered in the affirma- 
tive, and bade him consult his own 
. safety. 
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Moathermer's compunction wa« as 
lively as his vindictive passions. He 
saw prostrate on the earth, wounded 
or perhaps murdered by his hand, an 
English nobleman of the highest rank 
and fairest fame ; for many years his 
cdleague and commander, the compa^ 
nion of his social pleasures, the frien^ 
whose assistance he had often eicpe^ 
rienced, whose honour and integrity he 
had tried, This distin^ished and re- 
yelred character he hid assailed as an 
assassin. He had arrested him in the 
intdst of iia glorious course with a 
blow which he could not have warded 
off, and yet, instead of feproach, he had 
only bidden him escape. Was this the 
conduct of a villain? He grasped the 
hand of Lord Avondel, who returning 
Its ^pressure said, You have been dc* 
cmed, Monthermer, and stimulated 
to comDnit an act your soul abhors. I 
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foi^ve you. Fly, while it is in your 
power; I will not accuse you.'' 

No instrument of torture could have 
caused an anguish so exquisite as the 
general now felt. ** Yet, thought he, 
^ I wiU atone all I can. I will call a 
surgeon and surrender myself to ju9* 
tite." 

At this instant, Villars, who had in. 
vain sought his master at his accustom- 
ed haunts, having discovered his ap. 
ppxntment with Lord Avondel too late 
to prevent its fatal effects,, arrived at 
the spot with such assistants as the too 
probable consequences suggested to his 
anxious mind His first care wa^ to force 
the general into a carriage which was in 
waiting; bis next to succour the bleeds 
ing Avondel. The surgeon who ac- 
companied him expressed much appre- 
hension from the appearance of the. 
• wound, and looking round exclaimed^ 
how could this have happened, the 



gentleman is unarmed?'^ Faint and. 
exhausted) Lord Avondel opened his 
eyes. He recognized Villais, and with 
noble anxiety to save his misguided 
murderer from the fouler imputations 
attached to his guilty he asked him 
to give him his sword. Villars an* 
swered the weapon that lay on tlfe 
ground was his master's* It must 
have been exchanged in the scuffle," 
said Avondel. " Sir, I require you to 
attend and cautiously apprize my 
family of . my situation^" 

The application of styptics and cor* 
dials enabled Lord Avondel to bear re« 
moval. He seized the first moment of 
privacy to ask Villars after his master. 
"My recovery/* said he, "is at best 
dubious. I advise him to leave En- 
gland, and as you tender his safety 
place some confidential person near 
him. His recollection is extremely 
confused, and his <account of tbxs bu* 
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iiiiess must be disregarded. When 
lliis is done let me see you again." 

Lord Avondel now submitted his 
wound to examination, and in the 
looks of the surgeon read a confirma- 
tion of his own opinion. "I am a 
soldier, sir," said he, " you may be ex- 
{)ticit to me, but as some tender hearts 
are deeply interested in my safety, I 
could wish they may be gradually pre- 
pared for the stroke, by being inform- 
ed that the case is not quite dl^sperate. 
Your application has ^ven me ease, 
I thank you, sir, I have much business 
to perform." 

The return of Villars set the gene- 
rous nobleman at rest with respect to 
Monthermer's safety, who, under the 
care of his chapjiun, was on the road 
to Dover, and would be out of the 
kingdom in a few hours, ^^llars spoke 
of the* state of his mind as bordering 
on insanity. "He accuses himself,'* 
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«aid lie^ of such conduct as we caor 
not credit, but I trust my Lord you 
will be just." "I shall be more than 
just,"* returned Lord Avondel> " I shall 
be silent. Mr. Villars, are you in the 
conifidence of Lady Paulina Mouther- 
mer ?*• 

" No further, my lord, than as she 
is the wife of that friend and bene- 
nefector to whose fortunes I am invio* 
lably bound." 

'Tis well/' answered the earl i 

preserve that resolution. She knows 
the events of this morning ?'*^ . 

" She does.'* 

" And supports her firmness ?'* 
My lord," answered Villars, red- 
dening, " I request you will not que»« 
tion me about Lady Paulina." 

" My intention," said his lordship, 
is only to desire that you will faiths 
fully describe to her my last motoents^ 
5uid to tell her I forgive her/* 
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Mutual fprgiveneas/' returned 
Villars, deeply affected, ^< is the du- 
ty of us frail beings." True," re- 
plied the earl ; he paused a moment, 
and then added, I do not ask forgive^ 
ness] of Paulina. Continue faithful to 
the unhaf^y general, we will mention 
her name no more." 

To describe thedistress of Lady Avon- 
del would be impossible. The vehe- 
mence of her fears soon overpowered 
the weakbarrierof hope which the sur- 
geon pretended to interpose, and the 
threatened loss of the idol of her soul so 
overwhelmed her, that intent affliction 
subduedherweak^frame, and she became 
incapable of rendering those serviced 
which her dying lord required. But 
a ministering angel sat by his piUow to 
Ipve him every comfort his agonized 
frame and contrite spirit demanded 
from commiserating benevolence. Pale 
as an ajabasler-figure who bends over 
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iMm hmo's vsbaj vinth lo^ ei' mmu 
Itfiabk woe^ Si^tina itung &yer W a- 
4i(ire4 Avondel^ wiiii^iiiig the cons^ 
Jitttkoo which: onif ;hekv^ly truth can 
•w^ply in those momenta when the 4Sr* 
j9y.msntM£>£ J^lmv^ld'f9mh^ £pom our 
jgriasp, £anhkig that hcaS^et^. iame of 
piety which the tempest of tellipmal 
.ptifsuits, had nearly extinguished^ and 
.trftnqnilliziiig Ida carthJborn cares by 
^^olemn promises of ofas^ving all bis in- 
jfiDctkms. Her sorBow for this separa- 
^SDn» which again blasted all her revised 
hop^ of happiness in this wozid^ seem- 
1^ to be au^ended, by her anxiety to 
lesnjre a re-umoa with him in a hap. 
iner region, and inher^solicittkleto re- 
UOQve from his death J)ed those thorns 
Mfhkh a>rrode the f e^gs a husband 
md a father. 

Tet, not even to his beloved SeU&a9 
ia whose inviobbi^ honour and wise 
fMCumspecticm he so justly omfided. 



i&A^AMtkM detattilnt ciiQcirmsbnm Df 
Im interview with tinr Oemnd^'or dfe« 
<sdire£ dice fulii eoorinitjr of PatlHM'd 

iift <]iad* EtMbrcd. aSi a inmisfameAr 
lub paal offenoss, . siiifibsiigsMr 
tiablQt "smtity and &&tJdkni9 fnride toseT* 
duce alfectioBE and ixithdraw his 
Bociefey £rQin his imeiiendiBg 
aiKl t<i "dofviote fais heart and hi^ €i(^^ 
panty to a woman; \^dKmx has judg^^ttiH^e 
t€dd. him deddtute of every €stw 
jnabie qualilE^. Tllat:^fs^man, t<x>, the 
wife. o£ anpthter^ o£ a. naD ior^ whom 
profisfised a friendshipy and who* en- 
trusted her ta bis honoun Otight he 
not to. have - persevered in his fii*st tir- 
tuous purpose, and r^ell^- her. ad. 
•vances with disgast, instead of meeting 
them wkh encouragement ? Should he, 
who had planneai an* ekjpement, who 
hfid consented* to a - criminal amour, 
^O riiad abandoned a guiltless woman 
s 2 
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whose life was bound up m his loire^ 
could such a culprit in act and in iii«^ 
tentioa, dsum any UM^rit, because, by> 
a providential interference, his career' 
had been interrupted before he rea^ecS 
the goalof wickedness ? Was bk punish* 
ment undeserved, though he was cut 
off in manhood's glorious prime, while 
he meditated vast designs of universal 
benefit^ by the momentary impulse of 
a passion not more repugnant to the* 
laws of God and man than that which 
he had cherished for days and months ^ 
Murder and adultery are condenmed 
by the same code, and it became not 
him who had broken the seventh com- 
mandn^ent in purpose, and who had 
been almost miraculously prevented 
from breaking it in act, to bring the 
hasty, repenting violator of the «izth 
to condign punishment. He felt the 
sword of Monthermer to be the insdru*^ 
ment of justice, and he was most an« 
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xioQs to save the life of him who wept 
the deed he had done. As to Fsmiina, 
his word was plighted not to accuse 
h^r. Her image haunted him in the 
form of an infernal fury, dealing out 
crimes and vengeance ; yet, learfiil of 
dierishing revenge, he wished her to 
live to feel contrition. ' 

To satisfy the anxiety of the pious 
Sdina, who requested him to signify 
his repentance for having sanctioned the 
# dreadful enormity of duelling by his 
pracdee, he assured her that his con- 
science was not (fisturbed on that ao> 
count. He acknowledged <but with- 
out owning that it was on her account) 
his early youth had been tarnished by 
an intention of being guilty of such 
criminai rashness, but having been ex- 
tricated from this perilous situation by 
the care of a friend, his reputation for 
pers(Mial courage in his rencounters 
with the enemies of his country 



had enabled him to avdd all private 
quarrels, without giving any rea^ii 
to suspect that his tefBsing to' 
subject himsfelf to these Moody ap- 
peals to chance^ proceeded £rotn atty 
other motive than prttidt^e. •* On the 
foith of a dying tnan,^ added he, **I 
met Monthermef determined not to 
lift my arm against his life. ^ And now, 
xny best Seltea^ inqiiire no more, I be- 
queath lio legacy of revenge to myh* 
ihily. OflFer for itie your intercessiVe 
prayers, that iny olfences iniay be for* 
giveii as trely as I fof giVe*** 
V The love of fame, that last infittnlf^ 
of tidbit minds, still dung to the soul 
of Avondel, arid made him greatly fear 
6nd deeply regret tile possibility that 
all his illustrious deeds Would he siitik 
in the overwhelpiing accusation, that 
his life was at last forfeited to the ef- 
fects df a criminal passic^ Stunj 
with the appteherisiori irhht bt 
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sliouid be ranked, with those fattcQj 
V^^thies^ who l>^ve sacrificed their 
rels on the j^rine dc ve»al worthless 
beauty, he called on his Seliaa to endea- 
your to. preserve his fame. That deli* 
c^y of moral feeling which he had ever 
preserved would not permit him to 
CQp4^er the character of a successful 
gallant iu any othf r than a disgraceful, 
point of view^, ^^nd be would, have sur;% 
readied the reputation of half hi^ 
great actions to remove the.opprpbriuflji 
of haying be.en a faithless husband. 
He protested that, except in one ia- 
^tapcei M^hen his puad !bpd beeu wafp- 
ed by^ suspicion,, he, had ever been just 
to the virtues Emily, j , aafi, . had hi* 
life been spared^ h^ ^ncerely maant to 
have mad<9 her r^p»ra^ion;£br ajl her 
sorrow. " Gentle innqcenV' exdaiqiect 
he, }ier teniper Was forni^d . for . tra^r 
quillity and hafj^inass^ but I — " hepe. 
paused, and loqk^ to hewiren yfiik 
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contrition and intercesnve anxiety, 
yet, full of hope that his widow's sot^ 
rows would meet with a comforter. 

His care then reverted to that unpe-* 
rishable part, his memory, wMch he 
must leave to the mercy of his fellowf 
mortals. "O, my Sdina,** said he, 
^ when you hear my actions canvassed, 
endeavour to extenuate those you can^^^ 
not justify. Tell my accusers that^ 
man is frail, most frail indeed, when 
]^roud and self-dependent he ne^ect* 
to solicit the defence of coftlegitial ar- 
Jhour." 

; Frequently he conversed about his 
son. It was my first wish," said he, 
^ to have formed his mind and man- 
ners, but I entrust him with a full 
confidence to a better guardian. Should 
your cares succeed, should you live 
to see him adorned with manly energy^ 
liberal, brave, and disinterested, to 
guard his virtues and direct his 
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iMXpenence^ tell him my story. Prove 
to him that it is equally our duty to 
subdue the querulous humour en- 
gmdered by disappointment, and to 
guard against the fastidiousness which 
iaibsteredby prosperity. He is born 
toaiSuence, forewarn him that a full in« 
do^nce of even its innocent gratifica- 
tions pr6duces satiety, and that satiety 
ever inclines our vitiated desires to tempt 
the paths of illidt pleasure. Say, that 
Qccaakmal self denial, the virtue of war. 
riors and sages, the source of true 
magnanimity and self-command, exhi- 
Hrating enei^tic self-denial^ is a pru- 
dential as well as a christian pre- 
cept." 

. His voice faultered while his eyes 
turned on his best beloved with a 
look of never dying esteem. " Ex- 
emplify your precepts, he continued, 
".by telling him your own history. 
Shew him the sanctifying qualities of 
s S 
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a£Biiotlon rtgfatl/ appUed, and bid kkn 
to the public duties wkicii hb sta- 
tion requires, add tiiose passive vir-^ 
tues most difficult to practise, nrfudi 
are disregarded by common obselrcrs, 
and often misrepresented and tra-» 
duced, yet so necessary as a check to 
intemperate thirst for applause^ and 
so consolatory when our best and 
purest intentions are opposed by ^ 
deluded world. Tell him, for yoti 
who have proved the trutk can ex- 
plain it with resistless eloquence, that 
the virtues which are overlooked by 
man are the best preparations for* 
Heaven." 

Thus, while his faculties remained 
unclouded by the slow approaches 
of death, the illustrious and enlight- 
ened earl of Avondel continued to 
utter the dictates of his long expe- 
rience to what might be ti;«Iy term- 



Ift her ^ti^, ted ^^iky fti '*rtW. 

of kAguish, deplored ttti' Ifli^ 
ro's fete, the awakeiircfd ft?tBl tol 
sincere contrition with which the 
wanderer sought consolation in the 
promises of ever-during Mercy, a - 
forded her ineffable consolation. May- 
such be the exit of all who have 
like him offended ! But the conscience 
of Lord Avondel was not , seared, 
nor his sensibility weakened, nor 
his understanding degnided, by habi- 
tual crimes. He could not glory iii 
his shame, nor justify that in him- 
self <^rhich he knew was destruc- 
tive to the welfare of that country 
whose prosperity was the first wish 
of his soul However guarded by' 
courage, or guided by wisdom, he 
was convinced England was best 
defended by tlie virtues of her oflf- 



wpAag, vdthoat whidi a nadon must 
ever be found wanting when wdghed 
in that balance which deddes the 
faxit o£ emigres. 
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CHAP, xxxnr. 



O Deatb, all eloquent joa only prove 

What Dost we doaton wheo Hit Man we loM^ 

Pom. 



THE maternal tendernesa^ of Lady 
Avondel preserved her from falling 
z victim to her intense grief^ and in 
time enabled her to listen to the ad- 
monitions of her aunt, who, leading 
her lovely orphan to her embraces^^ 
reminded her that he now was Avon- 
del. Tet, though the duties of her 
exalted station^ which Lady Selina 
told her it would he criminal to re- 



renounce^ at length compelled her, with 
loath reluctance, to resume her place 
in society, sorrow h^d. quenched in 
her eyes the torch of love never more 
to be reillumined. f The generous lover, 
who admired her virtues, and the art- 
ful adventurer, who wished to ript in 
her fortunes, were alike restrained by 
a cold melanchply, which proved l;hat; 
it woiiki be pF^fanation to ztttmpt to 
bteathe their vows in.herean Devoted 
to the memory of her early love, Jier 
widowed heart was only kept frpm 
kutsting by its passioiiate attachment to 
the bfispiring of her chaste affection, 
^S^hotn she ttow lovfed less a§ her Otvii 
child thafi as the ^ole remains bf hbr 
idolized hilsbatid, ^t was her dear- 
fest efijdytaent to ga*e on hi* features, 
to analyze his tentiments^ atid to ttacc 
their analogy to tHosd (rf hi^ father; 
Every day he ^as^ shewn the Eicrfst 
picture, and evarjr flay gbmte irieitxIeJtfc 



fyi that ifidStridw charscter was 
pressed fan tkc mctoory of the won- 
deiifigbdy. Thus, fevihg kid "whtt 
sife termed hter dearest enjoyment, the 
^ild was committed to his tutbft, and 
Emily^ strpported by her aunt, attend^ 
ed to the calls of social hh, and tht 
'Cki^s which want aod worth ha^e 
upon t^uknce. But though theye in- 
superable obligaticHis caHed her al^sr* 
natdy to the cottage , and the Jialace,, 
neither imoiig th^ manly characters to 
whom adversity tfeaches fortitudid, 
nor the liberal minds in f \ horn science 
and emulation awaken expanded inteU 
hct, did th^ widowed countess dis- 
cover the counterpart of h<ir Avbndek 
Some might be virtuous^ others wise } 
this man had courage^ that pattictism ; 
i$be ibet elegant gendemeii znd graoe- 
ftil figures J but all ww6 inferitr to 
him ix^hom she once called her lonk 
ifi hitn every e^ce&mce ccnnbk^d^ 
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dignity^ valour, unclouded intdlect, 
magnanimity , and disinterestedness^were 
all shrouded in bis eariy tomb. There 
the sun of Britain, after gilding the 
splendid parallel of attic elegance and 
Roicnan integrity, in her e^mation set 
for ever ; and in any public emergency 
it was her constant practice to exclaim. 

Now we want my dearest Lord, he 
could have saved us»" 

But,'* inquires the reader,, "what 
terrible hte overtook Paulina i I trust 
Madam, you will attend to poetical 
justice, and make her punishment ei^ 
emplary." 

Poetical justice is so little similar to 
real life, that I am apt to consider tht 
constant attendance to the maxim» 
that though vice triumphs for a time^ 
virtue is always victorious at the last,'' 
which the £ishion of literature now 
requires, to be one cause of the pre-* 
vailing sentiment, that texxqpocal. pros* 
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perlty is the criterion of merit; an 
opinion which peculiarizes the present 
age, though it is equally contradicted 
by scripture and history; I mean if 
by merit we understand virtue. Nor 
have we any reason to recur to past 
ages, as the present furnishes many 
striking examples in public and pri-' 
yatelife, of the most atrocious wicked* 
hess becoming remarkable by an un* 
interrupted career of good fortune. 
. Why then does poetical justice re- 
quire us always to visit those offences 
with visible punishments which the 
Almighty oftener spares? To be in* 
structive, fiction must be a faithful 
imitation of real events, chosen with 
skm, and adapted to moral improve- 
ment. Surely^ one reason for this 
vapid repetition of a flattering decep- 
tion, is, that prosperity, the God of 
this world," has takw such hold of 
hearts^ that we can form no concept 
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, tnm of iuqppifiess, or even traitquiffily^ 
but as plants growing under the ^de 
of his temple. We underrate that 
ipeaceof God^dnch psoseth ail under- 
sWndijttg/* and we b^ve the worfi* • 
whkk d^tb tiot^' IS too feeble ftn in- 
strament of torture fat tiftr^ntaAt 
sin, ikfliess pdiwrtj^ said ^Jlictioft klv^- 
lope it in sackcbth and dsh^< l&'t^ 
moral writei^ often insist m tl^e ne^ 
cessity of decorating \irtue ^th ad- 
ventstioas sp)end<»rs, in fhe^fsiGe oft?yose 
Divine precepts which t^cb u^, thet 
if We will be Mckfiil tKAdi«f s 6f otrf 
mistier we mxfsc expect «o be aslissflled 
by Cfotward Muflictft <A %ortbw ^ 
wttU as ten)ptatkm, though, if we re^ 
sist the one^^nd endtrfc the othef^ ^ 
shall ba^eiiiwatd rep5sew 

Still, I wllUltgly adftiit, noth)»|t 
10 gfeat a tendertcy itv the cotnitton 
course of thingi», to exalt a ABttion as 
uttivmal jw^i ^«Mh^«letx€e» tMnf^ 



Wan te, and piety 4, .Whenever the pn^^ 
tice of these .virt«eB becomM^^^^efierai, 
public proepeyity and the wctess of 
^ood individuale will be oM^ned by 
the same coiirse of er^ts, but while 
viees^ a contrary description prevail 
they who would preserve their ianor 
CM«e fl[^t arm their Hiinds toes^et 
dinappoiDtitoeats sind vexationa^ a con- 
iUct aiK^ not a crown* Bn^t if their 
liMTts are right ivith God, these evils 
ynji be in&iiitely cptrnt^rp^ed by n 
caipi serenity of mind, aripli^ £r<9na 
YkMry • over irt^gubif desii^, apatieiri: 
depcndance on imerrlng wi^om, a 
kappy consdoionees q£ acting ^as they 
cmght, ^and s«ich a' moderate estimation 
of /this W^rid ae readers theiti, at once 
thankful for its blessing and nqeo« 
jMsed by its enjoyment^^ And the 
ceft^nty of that event which poison^ 
a}l the pleasures, of vice a^d luxury^ 
admin^stera ineffatdec^^^^ljltion.toth^ 
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who consider the present state of tidngir 
u probationary not retributiYe. 

It is not with a view to diminish 
the incentives to a life of virtue, but to 
place them on a steadfast basis, that i 
wish to discourage the haUt of teadiing 
youth, that there is an absolute con^ 
nection between goodness and success, 
while their future eaq)ecience must 
i^ew it to be uncertain and precarious* 
And even granting that the temporal 
rewards of virtue were less arbitaiy,' 
by instnicting the <^niiig mind to <e3C^ 
pectthem, dowe not inculcate that vice 
of selfidmess which is soopposite to the 
Christian temper, and so subversive of 
public- spirit, on which the safety of onr^ 
empire, humanly speakings dqpends^ 
The riwig generation will probaUy be 
caUed to the most strenuous eaLertioDS^ 
the most severe sacrifices, tet them 
therefore be Uught to look for happip 
ness in the inward consdousness. of 
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afctmgas their ought. Pro^rity may 
be the portion of true worth, or k 
Qiay not, just as suits the grand designs 
of Providence, or its own spiritual 
advantage, but the riches of a contented 
well regulated mind are its certain por- 
tion. 

It is therefcm, from closely attend* 
ing to the course of events, as well as 
for a moral ^ purpose, that I avoid 
bringing down any immediate and 
extra<»rdinary viintations on the head 
of Paulina, who, but for the traces 
which her violent passions and guilty 
consdehce made on her countenance, 
(and which were too deep for art to 
disguise) long preserved the exterior, 
of a happy woman. It is trae she 
had an accountable repugnance to 
bong alone^ and unless immersed in 
a variety, as wefl as quick succession, 
of pleasmres, was subject to what she 
caBed low spirits ; but as stratagem 



and a^arostt ^ self^soptito^ cwihlii^^ 
with an inordinate piH!«ui¥ of ^yefy iii*^ 
dulgence, cfid not leave -the conscious^ 
murderess, she contrived to keep up 
a sort of second rate respectabifity. 
Her equipage was the most ispfcndM, 
her house the most magnificent, her 
parties the most crowded, her jewels 
the most brilliant, and her establiab* 
ment and engagements attended with 
most eclat. I think no . one who con- 
siders affluence and popularity as the 
criteria of desert, can <loubt her being 
the happiest as wdl as the worthiest 
won:tan in England.- Indeed she had 
an equal light to both tfiese appeflk- 
tlons. 

Mr, ViHars was convinded by ^:he 
noble behaviour of Lord Avondel, and 
«ome dresidful pangs of remorse which 
even the practised Paulina could not 
conceal, when gratified revenge yielded 
to vaia affection^ that l^e mble Earl 
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h»d lost. Jus iife4iN>ai a accusation 

• 

He tock the earliest opportunity of 
ft^Qwisg General Monthermer to 
Hasoburgk^ and he found him labour- 
i^.under the 4X»i9ciouBness of having 
t»fidb)r defffiii^d a fellow creature of 
lik, a reflccticm mo^t agonizing to an 
hosx&t but impetuous character. His 
af^reh^sions that the guilt of the 
irictim of bis fury had not been so 
great as to justify Jilm in the public 
opinion^ were changed into most in- 
supportable anguish by Villars's ac« 
count of Avondel's magnanimous si- 
koce as to the cause of his death, and 
. {lis endeaxrosurs- to impress on the minds 
of those about him that Monthermer 
bad taken no un&ir advantages. Pau^ 
Una's determination to xemain in £ng* 
landy and revel ia the luxuries her 
wealth commanded, rather than ac* 
company him in fats exile, though he 
^^^ed to fix wit^ her in that kaly 
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for wkiQh she affected to sigh, anu 
vinced him that she was reconciled 
to England by the circumstance of its 
being the only land on which he could 
not set his foot. Viflars too, though 
unwilling to render his unhappy mas- 
ter more miserable, was induced by 
his native ingenuousness to confess, 
that he believed Paulina was aflUcted 
by the event of the duel, and that if 
she ever loved any one, it was him 
she had sacrificed to the demons of 
revenge and jealousy. A remem^ 
brance of the unbounded love and 
confidence which he had wasted on 
so ungrateful and unworthy a woman, 
a recollection of the dreadful conse- 
quences his rash hand had occasioned, 
and a conyiction that he was for 
evcsi banished from that beloved 
country to whose shores he had look- 
ed in all his former enterprizes and 
daggers as the asylum of his age^ 
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^nk him into th« depth of despair. 
In one moment he had done England 
a greater injury than all the labours of 
his active life could atone. And at , 
whose instigation? Uxorious fondness 
changed into deadly hate. A profound 
and cherished melancholy, which 
society could not illumineTnor change 
of place alleviate, soon unsettled his 
reason, and eluding the vigilance of 
Villars he fell by his own hand, stirau- 
lated) as he said, to the dreadful deed 
by his constant attendant the vin- 
dictive shade of Avondel. 

Lady Paulijaa Montherraer received 
the news of the general's death with 
the affectation of fortitude, and after 
devoting something less than the usual 
time to the loneliness and regret of 
widowhood, she returned to the wor^d 
the bride of Lord Norbury. As what 
was called a tender friendship had b^eu 
known to subsist between these con* 
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genial souls/ their marriage only sur- 
prized those who thought the noble 
pair wished for no closer tie. But 
they did not consider that Hymen 
has other ministers beside chaste a^ec^ 
tion. Lord Norbury's wasted fortune 
required the reparation of Paulina's 
patrimonial land^ and ample dower, 
and her reputation required to be new 
gilt by marriage, as the brazen effron- 
tery of the courtezan had become so 
apparent, that even the meanest of . the 
summer flies who buzzed round her' 
greatness could only hope that so 
agreeable and hospitable a lady did 
not do any thing very wrong. 

No omens of peace, happiness^ or. 
honour, gilded these nuptials. The 
guilty pair were only l>ound together 
to enable them to spring with more 
elastic vigour to their opposite pur- 
suits. Paulina beheld her fortune 
wasted at the gaming-tahlej and Nor* 
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bury was perplexed to^determine, which 
of the numerous violaters of his bed he 
should select as the victim of his re* 
renge; or, rather, he felt deterred 
from prosecuting any individual by a 
conviction, that the lavvs of England 
would not permit him to complain of 
injury, since no man of the least deli- 
cacy would .have selected a womaii 
who had forfeited all pretensions to 
character, as the guardian of his ho- 
nour. Thu3 they lived in real wretch- 
edness and apparent splendour: the 
lot of many criminals, to whom inex- 
perience looks with envy, and mur- 
murs at the humble comforts of inno- 
cence. 

Seven annual suns had passed over 
the magnificent monument which 
marked where Avdnders dust reposed, 
and recorded his lineage and actions, 
when the- marchioness of Glenvome 
received the foUcfwing letter from her 
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friend. Lady Selina Delaniore, with 
whiich X shall conclude this history. 

•'To the Marchioness ofGlenvorne. 
It gives me infinite satisfaction to 
hear, that your worthy son has at 
length relinquished that cherished at- 
taohm^t which his delicacy has long 
eoncealed. I know the lady he now 
addresses, and I know her high de- 
serts. She possesses tko&e reconoi* 
Tnendations^ which ray dear dejected 
niece must ever have wanted. H^r 
heiairt has never been devoted to an- 
other, nor has sorrow and legret 
iveakened her health and spirits* Sin 
will bestow her undivided affection on 
her husband, and cheerfully enter 
Ivith him on the duties of lifb as bis 
assistant and eomfort. 

No excellence, however conspi- 
cuous, could have withdrawn. Emily's 
aiFection from the grave of her loi^. 
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and had I (mored by your iiitreaties) 
urged her to reward Lord Glenvornc's 
generous affection, she would have 
passed her days in a painful conflict 
"between her attachment to the dead 
and her duty to the living, continually 
reproaching herself with her inability 
of returning his tenderness, and mak- 
• ing him wretched by her ill-concealed 
efforts to seem happy; She feels it to 
be her only consolation to devote her- 
self in the prime of womanhood to her 
first love. Who shall controvert diis 
oblation of fidelity ? Her heart is con* 
secrated to what she deemed the com* 
pefidium of magnanimity and desert. 
Who shall dispel this innocent, and 
perhaps, commendable, because con- 
solatory, enthusiasm? As the widow of 
Lord Avondel, she believes berstflf an 
object of peculiar veneration and re- 
gard. It is not every woman who is 
capable 6f constancy, and in a dispo- 
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sition gientle and timid as Emily 
such indelible impressions are not 
common. Yet love and grief, like 
religion, have their sincere martyrs, 
and when sorrow neither murmurs nor 
allows itself to rest in an indolent re- 
nunciation of positive duties, firmer 
;iiincls should pity and support tlie 
depression of real sensibility. 'Tis 
useless and cruel to irritate gentleness 
by reproof, or to oppress infirmity, 
sinking under the pressure of calamity, 
by requiring from it exertions to which 
it is unequal. 

Our young Avondel is a lively 
interesting boy. He resembles his 
father. Ah ! that father, Lady Glen- 
vorne, who that recoHects him in the 
zenith of his renown can hope to see 
his equal? Our humbler yiews are 
confined to the wish of seeing his dear 
child resemble him in the milder fea- 
tures of his character. ' Splentlid parts 
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and vast acquirements, various, rich,, 
pr ofound/ are the lot of few, and are 
oftener public than private blessings. 

Your account of Lady Caddy is 
iadeed diverting. I remember when 
she was thought ivnequal to the fabri- 
cation of a rebus, and she is now you 
say SL professor and patroness of the 
naost recondite branches of learning. 
You justly observe her school of phi- 
losophy was the world, and being en- 
dowed by nature with a good memory 
and volubility of language, she has 
picked up the opinions and new deco- 
rated the remarks, of others, till the 
neglected wit and wisdom of her ac- 
quaintance has. furnished her with a. 
Avell-looking wardrobe, on which the 
reflected light of affluence casts com- 
manding splendour. Situation has a 
niost powerful effect ou mental as well 
a& on natural objects, and what on a 
mountain looks like a fortress is mere- 
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ly a sheep-cote if placed ia a valley- 
Yet, as Lady Caddy was not always 
thus conspicuous, I suspect the re- 
membrance of her early mortifications^ 
when she attempted the character of a 
bas'bleu m less favourable circum- 
stances, must abate the zest of her 
present enjoyments. The inebriety 
which vanity occasions sometimes sub** 
sides, and then appear those miliga^ 
tions of satisfaction which ridieuIoM 
pursuits are sure to create. Lady 
Caddy goes to sleep and dreams of 
chaplets and trophies, and she awakes 
to stimulate the ingenuity of her cook 
and maitred'hotel, whom she is forced 
to admit as adjuncts to her literary 
renown. 

" I am interrupted by receiving an 
account of Lady Norbury's death. 
Unhappy woman t she had leisure al*- 
lowed her fox repentance,, but this, like 



all the other mercies of heaven^ was 
misapplied. 

**When I consider what this wo- 
man was, and what she was designed 
to be» I bitterlj^ lament the striking 
degradation which vice brings upon 
the intellect, as well as on the moral 
value, of those who submit to ito ty- 
ranny. If ever { though she abandoned 
heraelf from her early youth to exces- 
luve self-love, inordinate vanity, and 
all . the turmoil of unrestrained pas- 
sions) Paulina could so well coun- 
terfeit the sublime expressions of real 
greatness and genuine honour, bow 
must she have instructed and delighted 
the world, bad that ^ holy flame been 
really kindled in her heart which 
would have given vital energy to her 
personifications? Her life has been 
counted happy 1 I pity her even in her 
days of comparative innocence and 
unruffled prosperity. 
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**Yeu tell me, when you'first knewr 
her at Florence she was the same cha*- 
racter. She has then always been a 
slave to tyrannical inclinations, and? 
ever acting In contradiction to the 
suggestions of her own enlightened 
snind. Her correct taste in literature 
and science, must have originally re* 
suited from moral feelings equally 
strong and pure, and those acute per- 
ceptions of whatever was sublime or 
beautiful^ great or good, which^accom- 
pany genius, were intended as preser* 
yatives from evil, not lures to sin^^ 
Her habits and feelings, tliereforcj. 
were at perpetual war,^ and whenever, 
she commended what was really noble 
and generous she. indirectly censured 
tiie baseness and littleness of her own 
pursuits. Eor even the miser is not so; 
»arrow-minded as the voluptuary^ 
The former qnly aims to engross* 
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wealth, but there is not a species of 
enjoyment which the latter does not 
endeavour to obtain, or which they 
do not grudge when possessed by an- 
other. IIow salutary to such would 
be the wholesome exercise of self-de- 
nial, which would teach them, that 
happiness does not ponsist in accumu- 
lating M'hatever a vitiated fancy «ug- 
gests as desirable, but in retaining a 
lively relish of the pure peaceful 
pleasures, which are lawfully our own, 
and in forbearing to desire those which 
cannot be obtained without the for* 
feiture of innocence. 

And here, my valuable friend, let 
me expatiate on the advantages of 
affliction. Whoever has properly 
passed through its purifying ordeal will 
look with candour and pity, instead of 
envy, on those bewildered beings, 
who have ever walked in those paths 
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from whence we are assured it is moH 
difficult to find the road to eternal 
rest It is^ indeed, hard for those 
who enjoy prosperity, though theoreti- 
cally convinced of its uncertainty* to 
avoid practically trusting in it, and 
thus to fail of devoting a due share of 
attention to a better world. And the 
livelier our satisfaction in terrene en- 
joyments the more necessary it is to 
have it abated by some occasional 
rebukes of sorrow. For myself, I can 
truly say, 1 would not exchange the 
temper of mind which my early cala- 
mities inspired to be at this moment 
the beloved and happy wife of him 
wha deserved and possessed my heart. 
My prmciples and my attachment 
would have prevented my becoming 
a Paulina^ but I am persuaded 1 should 
hav^ been so intoxicated with the 
present^ as in heart and intention t6^ 
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hive pitched my tent in an earthly 
paradise, and I could never so far have 
abstracted my thoughts from my good- 
ly- heritage as to consider the origin^ 
design, and end of my being. Death, 
\rhich corrodes the enjoyments of the 
happy, has to me long worn a smiling 
aspect I know not how long I shall 
be required to act and to suffer. I feel 
that I am in a strange land, and I know 
I have another country to which in my 
estimation this' world acts like a long 
avenue leading to some magnificent 
palace: My path is alternately rug- 
ged and smooth, it goes over flowery 
valleys and dangerous quagmires. I 
pass under the palm and the cypress : 
I am sometimes shaded by evergreens, 
atid anon the winter's wind howls 
through trees stripped of their leafy 
honours. But there is one advantage 
in my road, my attention is diverted 
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from other objet and fixed on the 
glorious turrets which will terminate 
my pilgrimage/* 

Selina Delamore.*' 
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